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All Aboard for the
RMPTH Christmas Party and
Find of the Year Program
Wednesday, December 5, 2018
Note Special Stat Time: 6:00 PM
Dinner Starts at 6:00 PM Sharp!

This will be a pot luck dinner, so please bring
your favorite meal item to share. Coffee and
soft drinks provided by the club. Paper plates
and plasticware will also be provided.
See you at the RMPTH Xmas Fandango!

Merry Christmas and
Happy Holiday Season
"It is terrible to contemplate how few politicians
are hanged."
- The Cleveland Press, March 1, 1921

May the bottom of your pan be
covered with gold and may gold
coins appear under your
detector coil.

About The News

T

he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278
Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO. 80524.
Opinions expressed in The News are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use
of any information found in this publication is at the
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordinators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors
assume any liability for damages resulting from use
of information in this publication.
Submissions
Articles, letters and short items of interest on prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for publication may be made in writing or, preferably, in
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have
questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information.

Advertising
Classified advertising for topic related items is free
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Donations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request.
About RMPTH
RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detecting or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and conducts various field outings, as well as offers special
presentations and seminars. Active participants have
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News,
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍

Copyright
Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
The News without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article appears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mailing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their newsletter together with an exchange request.

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items!
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each
meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more
money than they came with.!
The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury.
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Ancient Treasure
Amateur Treasure Hunter Uncovers Ancient
Treasure By Mistake

E

veryone dreamed about being a treasure
hunter when they were kids, but for some,
this dream came true. Treasure hunting is a
popular hobby and there are hundreds of stories
about people who get rich overnight after stumbling
across a treasure that carries historical value.
With that said, today we are going to show you the
story of Peter Macdiarmid, the man who found the
biggest hoard of ancient coins ever discovered!

Just imagine how much easier life would get if you happened to stumble upon a treasure that was worth millions of dollars. You could ﬁnally buy that car and house
you always wanted. Well, this is exactly what happened
to the man we are going to tell you about today.
The ﬁrst thought that comes to mind when people think
about lost treasures is pirates. However, this is not the
case for Peter Macdiarmid because he found something
even more precious than a stash of rum hidden by pirates on a beach.

en.goodtimes.my
As Peter was walking over the field, his metal detector
started beeping. The man didn’t think too much
about this at first and he didn’t get his hopes up because he assumed it was just a random screw that
dropped from a tractor. What happened next left everyone in awe!!

One day, Peter got a call from his friend who asked him
to share a ride to a par%cular historical place where they
might ﬁnd a treasure. Peter had to pay 45 pounds for
gas and he didn’t know if this was a wise thing to do
since he didn’t have a job, but he decided to take a risk.

imgur.com
Peter took a better look at where the metal detector
was beeping and he saw something shiny. It was a
gold coin! Can you believe this? Everyone gathered
around Peter and started digging. Keep reading because the next picture will make your jaw drop!
kellycodetectors.com
While 45 pounds might not sound like a large sum, it
can mean quite a lot to someone who is unemployed.
However, Peter decided to pursue his dream one last
time and good thing he did this because what he was
about to find would change his life forever! Here’s
how the day started…
The News, December 2018

(Continued on page 6)
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Find of the Month
Winners
November, 2018

Most Valuable Coin:
Tom Marschall – 1920 Dime
Oldest Coin:
Tom Marschall - 1889 Coin
Largest Raw Gold: No Entry
Most Raw Gold: No Entry
Best Bottle: No Entry
Best Jewelry:
Tom Marschall – 14k Gold
Chain
Most Unique Find:
Mike Noll – Toy Cap Gun
Token:
Mike Noll – Porn Shop Video
Token
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:
Barb Schuldt – Quartz Crystal

Raw gold was somewhat scarce
this month but the other items
submitted were quite interesting
finds.

Sign on the back of
a Septic Tank Truck:
"Caution - This
Truck is full of
Political Promises"
Gold Glossary
Flour Gold/Gold Dust - Gold that is so fine that it looks
and feels like flour or dust. "The bread and butter of prospecting." Nuggets are just a bonus.

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure
hunting without the owner's permission.
I WILL fill all excavations.
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, and private property.
I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy
at all times.
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.
I WILL leave gates as found.
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I
find.
I WILL NOT litter.
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left
of ghost towns and deserted structures.
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or
equipment.
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Cache Hunting
by Jason Krahmer
Reprinted from "Underground News"
Smith County MD Assoc.
from "The Silver Signal", newsletter of the Lone Star
TH’er Club, August, 1998

T

here is nothing more exciting than running
your detector over a large target and discovering that it’s a cache. Cache hunting is different
from all other kinds of hunting. In cache hunting, you
will be looking for a larger quantity of treasure. Your
cache could be an iron kettle filled with gold and silver coins. Or it could be a cache of gold and silver
bars, although, more often smaller money caches are
found in old coffee or tobacco cans. Your cache may
have been hidden by somebody who could have forgotten about it for a number of reasons or accidentally spilled by somebody, and left be-hind. For example,
one time I found a cache of over a hundred coins scattered beside a tree.

Mineral Specimen Identification
As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists!
Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions
can be downloaded
from:
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf

To find big caches of coins, you should conduct extensive research because you can never know too much
about the target or the individual who hid it. You
should be patient throughout the whole effort, from
planning, to scanning the area, to recovering the
cache. You should never assume that because the target is big, it should be easy to find. Sure, some cache
targets are quite large, but they are generally deep as
well which makes them a lot more difficult to locate.
Although I did not have a cache hunting detector to
find my cache, one is suggested with the largest
search coil available for cache hunting.
A few years ago a cache was found in an old house
under the linoleum in the kitchen. There are many
places to search for caches around old home sites.
There can be caches hidden nearly anywhere inside
the house. Walls, floor, attics and even furniture can
hold great caches just waiting to be found.
There are even more places to hide caches outside.
They can be hidden by fence-posts, in bushes, by
mailboxes, by trees, in trees, etc. Really, there is no
limit to the places where caches can be found.
Keeping this in mind would greatly increase your
chances of finding a cache of your own.

✍
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Property Wanted
For Detector Hunt
RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some
past historical activity. If you have such property or
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mattingly to plan a club field outing event.
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en.goodtimes.my
gettyimages.ca
As the man and his friends were digging, more coins
started popping up. Peter couldn’t believe his luck,
but little did he know, the real treasure was hidden
beneath another layer of dirt.

The gold coins originate from the Saxon era and they
are priceless! No one has ever been able to find so
many gold coins in England and Peter was making
history himself.

en.goodtimes.my
This is what Peter saw when he finished digging. Peter
couldn’t believe his eyes! He finally achieved his lifelong dream of finding a lost treasure! The man was
now the proud owner of a hoard of coins. Keep reading to find out where those coins originate from and
how much they are worth.

gettyimages.ca
Peter couldn’t believe his luck. After all these years of
finding nothing but dirt, he finally found a treasure!
This should come as no surprise, but Peter made the
news and private investors started making him offers.

✍

gettyimages.ca
Peter instantly called the local museum for the coins
to be collected. After the count was finished, Peter
found out that he managed to find 5,000 gold coins!
To make things even better, they all had immense historical value.

gettyimages.ca
Peter decided that the gold coins have historical value
and that he doesn’t want to sell them to the highest
bidder. Even though he really needed the money for
guess how much money he received!
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

his family, Peter wanted to do the right thing. Although, he still got a huge reward and you will never
Peter was rewarded with one million pounds for the
treasure he found. Isn’t this incredible? Just think
about it… he was struggling to put food on the table a
couple of days ago and now he is a millionaire!
After taking the gold coins to the museum, the experts were able to determine that they come from 978
and 1035 AD. The experts were left in awe after seeing the coins and they thanked Peter for not selling
them to the highest bidder.

Arkansas Diamonds
It's home to the largest
gems in the U.S.
The largest diamonds ever
found in the United States
came from this state, including an 8.52-carat Esperanza
gem discovered in July 2015
with an estimated value of
$1 million. The largest rock
found in Arkansas Crater of
Diamonds State Park (and in
the U.S.) was the 40.23carat Uncle Sam, discovered
in 1924.
MSN.com

sumsel.tribunnews.com
Peter dreamed of getting rich overnight all his life and
now his dream was becoming reality. What do you
think he is going to do with the one million pounds?

sumsel.tribunnews.com
Peter said that the first thing he is going to do with
his money is to buy a big house where his entire family can live in. I guess we can safely say that paying 45
pounds for gas earlier was worth it.

✍
The News, December 2018
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What Torture It Must
Have Been
A Poem by Chuck Mack
Travel by Coach Along the Overland Trail
Written after visiting abandoned stage
stations along the Overland Trail
in Wyoming, June 2001

W

hat torture it must have been to ride stagecoach across country on the Overland Trail.

If you are a dreamer it might sound like fun, but you
have all of the modern-day luxuries to greet you at the
end of your dream
run. But in those
days of long ago
when man's
dream was to connect east with
west, traveling by
stagecoach was by
far the best.

were a welcome haven from summer's heat and winter's cold.
I love to visit the remnants of those old stage stations
along the Overland Trail or any other old stage stations I can find. There were other stage lines that
crossed the land. When I visit the remnants of an old
stage station I turn loose my mind.
I love to sit on a rock, then close my eyes. Soon the
thunder of hooves I can hear as that big Concord
stage grows ever so near.
In a cloud of dust at the station it arrives, the passengers all thankful for their lives. It seems just a few
miles back the stage had endured a renegade Indian
attack.
No time to enjoy
the comforts of
the stage station
today! With a
quick change of
horses the stage is
once again on its
way.
But there were
days when the
stage had a leisurely run and I
will admit that
amongst all the
torture there
could have been
fun.

So with this
thought in mind
the Overland Trail
was born, with big
Concord stages to
conquer the route.
Crudely built stations along the
way provided bare
necessities for
weary travelers of
that day.
After bouncing all day on that high back wooden seat,
the stage station that grew closer with each turn of the
wheel to those weary travelers must have seemed
such a treat.
When the stage passengers' day grew to an end,
those old stage stations weren't quite up to today's
Holiday Inns.
But this was days of long ago and people were tougher
then not accustomed to much luxury and such,
so those stage stations which only a few remnants remain most probably to the stage passengers of old

So I will just keep
visiting these old
stage station remains, find a rock on which to sit and
daydream in a manner that I see fit.
But gosh I'm ever so glad that even today some remnants of these old stations remain. In each one of
them history can be found and if you are a dreamer
like me, lots of fantasies abound.
http://www.over-land.com/tortureride.html

✍

Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check:
http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf
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Go Here Today and Find Silver Coins
Cutaplug Metal Detecting
<rusty@cutaplug.com>
November 2018
Most parks are located on streets and
have some open property across from
old houses. While the field at the far
end of the park might look bland and
uninviting it can actually be a honey
hole for old coins and other lost items.
Back in the day kids didn’t have cell
phones or video games so they were
almost always playing outside. Instead
of playing in the back yard many of
them would meet at the closest open
area to play games like baseball or
kickball. Large grassy areas across
from houses provided the perfect
environment for gatherings.

We will never
create enough
laws to
control evil Evil does not
obey laws!

Most detectorists think that the area
next to the pavilion or close to parking
will be the best spot so they neglect
those open areas off in the distance.
My suggestion is to get a large coil
that will cover a lot of ground and try
some open grass across from old
houses at your next park. I think you’ll
be surprised at what you can find.
GL and HH!
- Cutaplug
www.cutaplug.com

You are a detectorist
if you fill your holes.
But ........
You are a vandal if
you do not!
The News, December 2018
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Calendar of Events
December Meeting
Wednesday, December 5. We will meet at The Edge
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at
6:00PM.
Meeting Agenda
6:00 - 7:00 Pot Luck Xmas Dinner
7:00 - 7:15 Break
7:15 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of
the Month Program
7:30 - 9:00 "Find of the Year Program”

NOTE: THIS MEETING
STARTS AT 6:00 PM SHARP!

RMPTH DUES
RMPTH is an unincorporated Social Club with
no income generated. All
expenses are covered by
$35 annual dues. Members are requested to
consider minor donations
at each monthly meeting
to cover refreshments.

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At
http://rmpth.com

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE
The Edge Sports Center
4450 Denrose Court
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Directions:
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the
State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building.
Page 10
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

9

10

11

12

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

16
23

17
24
Christmas Eve

30

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

Christmas day

31
New Year’s Eve

January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Christmas Day

6

7

8

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

9

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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Texas Bigfoot Hunting
You can legally tag a
Bigfoot
If you see a Sasquatch
stomping around Texas,
don't be afraid to pull
out your sidearm. In
fact, since Bigfoot aren't
considered endangered in
the Lone State, you're
welcome to hunt as many
as your heart desires.
MSN

RMPTH Field Outing Statement
NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in touch
and continue to review and plan upcoming presentations
and outings for the year on a monthly basis. Our editor
Rick Mattingly needs timely event information for each
issue of The News. Please get information about any particular event to him by the 15th of the month to meet the
printing deadline for the next issue.
Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs
are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs website.
Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and
activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned in the upcoming month are
emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings.
Contact the Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you
have any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for
fieldtrips, outings, and programs.
The best made plans may change at the last minute due
to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please
be understanding of extenuating circumstances and contact the coordinator or Trail Boss of a specific event if
there is any question of an event being cancelled or
changed at the last minute.
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Civil-War Era Gold
Rumored site of $55M in Civil War-era gold
draws FBI's attention, reports say
FOX News
Amy Lieu 3/16/18

W

as a gold shipment intended for Civil War
soldiers lost or hidden in Pennsylvania in
1863? The FBI and state officials are reportedly trying to find out.
Dozens of FBI agents, Pennsylvania state officials and
members of a treasure-hunting group dug in a remote
Pennsylvania site earlier this week, on rumors of Civil
War-era gold being buried there.
A 155-year-old legend has it that a Civil War-era gold
shipment bound for a U.S. Mint in Philadelphia was
either lost or hidden northeast of Pittsburgh around
the time of the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863.
President Abraham Lincoln reportedly ordered the
shipment to help pay Union Army soldiers, Dennis
Parada, owner of local treasure-hunting group Finders Keepers, told WJAC-TV.
"I’m not going to quit until it’s dug up," Parada told
the Philadelphia Inquirer, "and if I die, my kid’s going
to be around and make sure it’s going to be dug up.
“There’s something in there and I’m not giving up.”
Based on different stories, the shipment was composed of either 26 or 52 gold bars, each weighing 50
pounds, meaning it would be worth $27 million to
$55 million today.
Local lore that the federal gold might be buried at the
Dents Run site in Benezette Township, Pa., about 135
miles northeast of Pittsburgh, caught the FBI's attention.
So earlier this week agents from the bureau and officials from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) set up a search
area off Route 555, the Courier-Express reported.
The site is west of Driftwood, where a crew delivering
the gold was attacked in an ambush, lone survivor
Sgt. Jim Connors reportedly told his Army superiors
at the time, the Philadelphia Inquirer reported. But
the Army reportedly doubted his story and Connors
died in a “western outpost,” leaving the loot unfound.
This week the FBI wouldn't say why it was at the site,
revealing only that it was conducting “courtauthorized law enforcement activity.”
Historians have cast doubt that the shipment of gold
(Continued on page 15)
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Meteorite Doorstop
A Rock Used As A Doorstop Turned Out To Be
A Meteorite Potentially Worth $100,000
It might even be displayed at the Smithsonian.
By Megan Friedman
Oct 5, 2018

ing his kids bring it to school for show and tell. But
recently, he brought it in to Central Michigan University to see how much it was worth.
Professor Monaliza Sirbescu said it was the largest of
its kind she had ever examined, and this came after
years of people bringing in total duds that were just
rocks, not meteorites. "I could tell right away that this
was something special," she said in a news story released by the university. "It's the most valuable specimen I have ever held in my life, monetarily and scientifically.” It’s the sixth-largest such meteorite found in
the state, ever.
Sirbescu detected it was an iron-nickel meteorite with
a possible value of $100,000, and verified that finding
with the Smithsonian Institution. The museum is now
considering buying the rock to display it—and call it
the Edmore meteorite, after the location where it
landed.

✍

Detecting Tip
Make certain that the cable from your coil is
wrapped securely around the rod from the
coil up to the control housing. A loose cable
swinging about can generate erratic signals.
In addition, damage may result if the loose
cable gets snagged in brush and is pulled
loose from the coil.

Mackenzie Brockman/Central Michigan University
It’s every homeowner’s dream: to find out something
you’ve had around the house for years is actually
worth big bucks. For one man in Michigan, that ended up becoming reality for a rock he used as a doorstop.
The man, who asked to remain anonymous, came
across a large rock when he bought a farm in Edmore, Michigan. The 22-pound rock was holding open
a door in a shed. The farmer, who was selling the
property, told him it was a meteorite that landed on
the farm in the 1930s, and let him have it as part of
the property sale.
Though he ended up leaving the farm, the man kept
the rock for 30 years, using it as a doorstop and havThe News, December 2018
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Famous Colorado Gold
The Colorado capital dome
reflects brilliantly with the
rich luster of gold. The
original 200 troy ounces of
gold was donated by
members of the Colorado
Mining Association and
placed on the dome in
1907.

Crystalline gold specimen from the Consolidated Gold Mine at Dahlonega GA
Page 14
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(Continued from page 12)

was lost on its way to Philadelphia. Finders Keepers
also said Pennsylvania’s Historical and Museum Commission
claims the legend of the lost gold is a myth, the Inquirer reported.
But the lost treasure recovery group has insisted for years that it
discovered buried gold in a state forest at Dents Run (within the
township) using a high-powered metal detector, but federal law
wouldn't allow it to conduct a dig in search of more, the CourierExpress reported.

Gold Glossary
Flumes - Flumes are like sluice
boxes, they do not have riffles
though and are used solely to
transport water in areas where
a ditch would be impossible
(cliffsides, rocky hillsides).

A spokesman from the Pennsylvania DCNR said that the group
previously asked to excavate the site, but elected not to pay a required $15,000 bond.
The spokesman also referred questions on Tuesday's activity to
the FBI, and Parada said he was under FBI orders not to discuss
the site.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/rumored-site-of-dollar55m-in-civilwar-era-gold-draws-fbis-attention-reports-say/ar-BBKk5dO?
li=BBnbfcL&ocid=BHEA000

✍

Gold Facts
Symbol: AU
Atomic Number: 79
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F)
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:
2.5 - 3
Karat
24K = 100% Pure Gold
18K = 75% Pure Gold
14K = 58% Pure Gold
10K = 42% Pure Gold
Troy Weights
1 grain = 0.0648 grams
24 grains = 1 penny
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams
20 DWT = 1 ounce =
480 grains = 31.10 grams
12 ounces = 1 Troy pound =

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE!
Call Rick Mattingly
at 970-669-1205
or rickmatt@q.com
The News, December 2018
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Trading Post
FOR SALE: Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at
(970) 6667-3705.
FOR SALE: A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Prospector
and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton tees. See and
order from:
http://BestBlackandGold.com.
FOR SALE: 5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hi-banker with
dredge attachment w/adjustable stand, Gold Grabber Hibanker, 125 feet hose, Rock net and steel cable, misc. fittings and valves & large metal bucket. Prefer to sell all together for $1,350 but negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at
(303) 833-6848 or
estick@live.com.
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment. Call Kathie 970-2211623
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.

NOTE:
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and
seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH.

About Trading Post
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads
for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968
evenings
or e-mail at: rickmatt@q.com
Commercial Advertising
Specifications
(Monthly Donation Rate)
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")
$30
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")
One Third Page (3" X 4")
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")

$20
$15
$ 5

Ads must be received by the 15th of the
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for
information on this service at
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:
rickmatt@q.com.

All mistakes and
misspellings were
intentionally made so
that you could have
the pleasure of finding them.
Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum
Golden, Colorado
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or
geomuseum@mines.edu
Identification of specimens is performed
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
Page 16
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS

Wagon Train Caches
Submitted by Doyle Thibert

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work
those claims without the owner’s permission
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licenses
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only,
and in accordance with current State and Federal
guidelines
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the
environment
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and
debris that I find - I will not litter
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to
those around me at all time
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting
and mining
I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor discharge excess silt into the waterways
I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream
I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water

I

n 1972, treasure hunter Francis Sherman discovered 14 circular gold and silver ingots while
searching along an old wagon road through
Willamette Pass in the area between the towns of
Crescent and Oak Ridge, Oregon.
The ingots, which were about the size of half a dollar but thicker, were dated 1851 and stamped with
the initials "J.S." Sherman later determined that "J.
S." stood for wagon master John Stewart, whose
wagon train had been lost in the pass in the midl9th century.
A very faint signal on his early 1970s-era detector
led Sherman to the cache, which was buried 16
inches deep near the base of an old tree stump.
In light of this information, it would seem prudent
to wonder what other caches might have been hidden by members of Stewart's wagon train, and it is
possible that caches that escaped detection with
1970s technology might be located by today's deepseeking detectors. Given the rapid advances in technology in the last few years, it is definitely worth a
try!

August 2000 issue of the Treasure Trail Society
newsletter

✍

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting
and mining

Offer Your Assistance To Any
Of Our Program Coordinators
The News, December 2018
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Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
2018 Schedule of Events
Month

Meeting Program

Trip/Activity

January

“Railhead Camps”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

February

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

March

“Coin Grading”
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin

“Denver GPAA Show”
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show”

April

“Detecting Presentation“
By RMPTH Members

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”
By Wayne Sutherland
“GPS Clinic”

May

“Mining and Refining”
By David Emslie

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space—
Signup Only”
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC”

June

“Nugget Shooting Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour”
“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Detector Challenge”
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships”

July

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

“Grasslands Detector Hunt”
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour”
“Eureka Rush To The Rockies Hunt”

August

“Geological Formations
Associated With Gold”
By Dr. Pete Mobreski

“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk”

September

“Gold Scales Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt”
“Stone Age Fair”
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show”

October

“Jade Hunting”
Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan”

“Off-Road Detector Outing”

November

“Annual “Show & Tell” &
Silent Auction”

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

December

“Annual Christmas Party”
“Find of the Year Program”
“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year”

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show”

Good Hunting in 2018!
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Rocky Mountain
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters
Contact List
RMPTH Coordinators
Bob Murphy

Interim President
Vice President

———————–

Home

E-Mail

1-970-330-9009

mrphybob7@aol.com

———————–

———————–

Treasurer

Dick & Sharon French

1-970-482-2110

dickyf99@centurylink.net

Secretary

Darlene Bradley

1-970-532-2344

dbmios@earthlink.net

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Finds Program

Dave Landes
Betsy Emond
Joe Johnston

1-720-985-4186
1-970-218-0290
1-303-696-6950

midnightoil45@aol.com
bemond@fcgov.com
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Presentations

Need Volunteer

Club Historian

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

Club Meeting Greeter

Barbara Schuldt

1-970-407-1336

Club Librarian

Joe Johnston

1-303-696-6950

Club Photo Librarian

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Meeting Setup

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Door Prize

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

50/50 Drawing

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

Coin Raffle

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

The News Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Internet Web Site
Web Master
Volunteers/Coordinators

———————–

———————–
pawfullo@yahoo.com
———————–
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

General Information Contact: Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at: http://rmpth.com

Let’s Go For The Gold !
The News, December 2018
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