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H

ungarian archaeologists inspect the site where
they found coins from the 16th-17th centuries
and special weapons on the banks of the Danube river due to its low water level on October 25,
2018 near Erd, located 25 kms from Budapest. (AFP/
Ferenc Isza)
A treasure trove of some 2,000 gold and silver coins
has been found on the Danube riverbed in Hungary
thanks to an exceptionally low water level, archaeologists said Thursday.
"Around 2,000 coins have been found, as well as
arms, pikes, cannon balls and swords," Katalin Kovacs, an archaeologist with the Ferenczy Museum
Center, told the MTI agency.
The discovery was made this week where the river
passes by the town of Erd, to the south of Budapest.
Archaeologists are working frantically, assisted by
divers and drones, to extract what they can from the
site before a rise in river levels expected this weekend.
Read also: Climate change sinking Arctic archaeological treasures
Like other rivers across Europe, the Danube is in
some places at a historically low level after a long period of dry weather. In Budapest it is running at a
mere 38 centimeters, which has affected shipping
traffic.

"Politicians and diapers must be changed often,
and for the same reason.”
- Mark Twain

The treasure, which includes ducats and pennies, was
found amid the wreck of a trading boat whose origin
is not yet known, archaeologists said. Like many rivers across Europe, the Danube is in some places at a
historically low level after a long period of dry weather
(Continued on page 3)

About The News

T

he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278
Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO. 80524.
Opinions expressed in The News are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use
of any information found in this publication is at the
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordinators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors
assume any liability for damages resulting from use
of information in this publication.
Submissions
Articles, letters and short items of interest on prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for publication may be made in writing or, preferably, in
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have
questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information.

Advertising
Classified advertising for topic related items is free
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Donations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request.
About RMPTH
RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detecting or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and conducts various field outings, as well as offers special
presentations and seminars. Active participants have
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News,
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍

Copyright
Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
The News without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article appears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mailing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their newsletter together with an exchange request.

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items!
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each
meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more
money than they came with.!
The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury.
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(Continued from page 1)

"The coins are 90 percent foreign and date from between 1630 and 1743", archaeologist Balazs Nagy told
the Klub radio station, adding that they had been
minted in "the Netherlands, in France, Zurich and
even the Vatican".
The low level of the Danube has already revealed the
remains of Budapest's former Franz Josef bridge,
which was destroyed during World War II, as well as
an American bomb from the same period.

Detector Settings
Your metal detector settings could
be costing you finds
Cutaplug Metal Detecting <rusty@cutaplug.com>
Sun 10/7/2018

S

omething I see a lot of detectorists do is seek
out the best settings that the pros use and try
to set up their machines the same way. In theory this seems like the smart thing to do but it can actually make you find less and become very frustrated
very quickly. Let me explain…
If you’re new to your machine and use high sensitivity
and low discrimination then you will hear a lot of signals and a lot of falsing. The constant barrage of audio tones and signals will actually desensitize your
brain to ALL signals and you will likely pass up even
the good targets while not even realizing it. This can
also be known as brain fatigue.

✍

A better method is to start with a sensitivity level that
is just high enough to get a very occasional false while
running relatively quiet. Also, decide what types of
targets you want to find and use a discrimination setting that only allows those targets to produce an audio
signal. Using this method you will hear less targets
but the ones you do hear will have a better chance of
being good targets that you want to dig.
With practice you’ll start to learn the good signals and
then you can slowly start to increase sensitivity and
let in some of the falsing and blips so you can start
getting used to those. Your goal after several hundred
if not thousands of hours is to be able to run a high
sensitivity and hear lots of signals but your brain will
be trained and have the ability to quickly decipher
good signals from bad ones. The key here is practice
and experience. Veteran detectorists have muscle
memory in their brains that allows them to handle the
massive amount of signals that would quickly drive
newer detectorists to frustration and failure.
GL and HH!
- Cutaplug
www.cutaplug.com

✍
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Find of the Month
Winners
October, 2018

Most Valuable Coin:
Barb Schuldt – 1939 Half Dollar
Oldest Coin:
Mike Noll - 1899 V Nickel
Largest Raw Gold: No Entry
Most Raw Gold: Mike Houser –
Raw Gold
Best Bottle: Mike Noll Antique Blue Bottle
Best Jewelry:
Brian Bussell – Tungsten Ring
Most Unique Find:
Mike Noll – Military Eagle Button
Token: Mike Noll – 4th Field Artillery Nickel Pool Token
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:
Barb Schuldt – Sea Shell Conglomerate

Gold Glossary
Drift - In mining, a drift is defined as a horizontal passageway that is excavated along a rich vein of ore. Hard
rock mines usually use drifts to obtain the rich ore,
though, some hard rock mines are open pit.

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure
hunting without the owner's permission.
I WILL fill all excavations.

Finds were somewhat scarce this
month but the items which were
submitted were quite interesting
finds.

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, and private property.
I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy
at all times.
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.
I WILL leave gates as found.
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I
find.
I WILL NOT litter.
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left
of ghost towns and deserted structures.
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or
equipment.
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NOVEMBER
“SHOW AND TELL”
The November RMPTH
Meeting will feature
the annual “Show and
Tell” program where
club members are invited to share their
collections of past
finds or club-related
collectables. Please
bring these display
items to share with
your fellow club
members.

Mineral Specimen Identification
As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists!
Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions
can be downloaded
from:
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf

Property Wanted
For Detector Hunt

Refreshment Volunteers
November — George & Peggy Stumpf

The News, November 2018

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some
past historical activity. If you have such property or
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mattingly to plan a club field outing event.
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2.63-Carat Diamond
Arkansas Crater of Diamonda Park
Five minute search leads to largest
diamond find this year

As of this writing, 256 diamonds have been registered
at Crater of Diamonds State Park so far in 2018,
weighing a total of 49.64 carats. Five diamonds registered this year have weighed at least one carat each.

✍

A

71-year-old retiree from Aurora, Colorado
made the find of a lifetime this month at Arkansas’s Crater of Diamonds State Park, when
she discovered an ice white diamond weighing nearly
three carats.
According to the finder, who wishes to remain anonymous, she had been searching for about ten minutes
with her husband, son, grandson, and granddaughter
when she made the discovery. “I was using a rock to
scrape the dirt but don’t know if I uncovered the diamond with it or not. It was just lying on the surface!”
She found the gem about halfway between the East
Drain and North Wash Pavilion in the park’s 37.5acre diamond search area, the eroded surface of an
ancient, diamond-bearing volcanic crater.
The Coloradan didn’t realize that she had picked up a
diamond, and thought it might be a piece of glass.
Fortunately, she gave the gem to her son to put in his
pocket. The family continued searching for another
hour before having their rocks and minerals identified at the park’s Diamond Discovery Center, where
staff revealed that the Coloradan had found the largest diamond so far in 2018. Upon learning that she
had found a large diamond, the finder said, “I didn’t
know what to think. I was shocked!”

2,63 Carat Diamond

Park Interpreter Waymon Cox says, “About one out of
every five diamonds registered by park visitors is
found right on top of the ground, including many of
the largest ever found at the Crater of Diamonds.”
Park personnel plow the diamond search area periodically to loosen the soil and assist with natural erosion. Diamonds are a bit heavy for their size and lack
static electricity, so dirt doesn’t stick to them. When
rainfall uncovers larger diamonds and the sun comes
out, they sparkle and are often easy to see.
According to Cox, “Like other rocks and minerals, no
two diamonds are exactly alike. This white diamond
is about the size of a pinto bean and is shaped somewhat like a fingernail. Several brownish, freckle-like
marks along the surface give the gem a unique, one-of
-a-kind appearance.”
Many visitors choose to name the diamonds they find
at Crater of Diamonds State Park. This finder named
her gem Lichtenfels, the name of her hometown in
Germany and a word that means “a rock between two
lights.” The finder’s son pointed out that she was
standing between her grandchildren when she found
the diamond. “She wouldn’t have come to the park if
it weren’t for her grandkids,” he explained, “They’re
her two points of light.”
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$1 million for a penny? Extremely rare 1792
coin set for auction
One of the very first pennies produced in the
U.S., estimated to be worth $1 million, will
be auctioned in Baltimore next week.
The 1792 Birch Cent will be auctioned by
Stack’s Bowers Galleries at the Whitman Expo in Baltimore on Oct. 26.
Commissioned by Thomas Jefferson, only a
handful of Birch Cents were minted as an example of what the newly-formed U.S. government was considering producing. The coins
were seen first hand by Jefferson and
George Washington, according to the auction
house.
“This is the first American cent ever produced and represents a very unique piece of
numismatic history,” said Brian Kendrella,
president of Stack’s Bowers Galleries, in a
statement. “It is the only one of its kind,
making it a very exclusive coin to own. The
collector who ends up with this Birch Cent will
have the satisfaction of knowing that it very
likely was held by our founding fathers, making it a very special piece of American history as well.”

Hematite's Hidden
Beauty
By Waymon Cox

G

reetings from Crater of Diamonds State Park!
The Crater is home to a variety of rocks and
minerals that many visitors love to collect. One
such specimen is hematite, an iron ore with a lot to
offer.
The name hematite comes from the Greek word
haimatites, which means “bloodlike.” Some varieties
of hematite are dark red in color and may be known
as bloodstone. Depending on the location, this mineral may also appear black, brown, gray, or any combination of these. Hematite found at the Crater of Diamonds is usually small, with a smooth, meltedlooking surface and a reddish-brown color similar to
a dried buckeye.
Hematite is commonly used in iron and steel production, but it is not magnetic and will not stick to a refrigerator. The “magnetic hematite” that many people
are familiar with is actually a synthetic material called
hemalike, which is used in the manufacture of magnetic jewelry and toys.

Four types of Birch Cent were originally
struck. This cent, known as the Judd-3, is
the only one known to exist without lettering
at its edge, says Stack’s Bowers Galleries.

Hematite often serves as a pigment and has been used
for centuries in sanguine, or red chalk, for writing
and drawing. In the mid-1800s, hematite rose to popularity as a gemstone for beads, brooches, and other
ornamentation. Although very brittle, some specimens
can be polished and even carved with care into various shapes. Polished hematite is sometimes known as
“black diamond,” due to its dark silver color and metallic luster. However, it lacks the transparency and
adamantine shine of real diamonds.

Rare coins are big business. In 2015, another
Birch cent sold for almost $1.2 million at
auction, the Guardian reports.

While most people dream of finding a diamond here,
hematite is one of many other exciting discoveries
waiting to be made at Crater of Diamonds State Park!

A 1913 Liberty Head nickel was recently
auctioned by Stack’s Bowers Galleries for
$4.56 million. The Liberty Head nickel is one
of only five in existence.

Crater of Diamonds State Park

✍

Earlier this year, a small $5 gold coin produced by the San Francisco Mint during the
height of the California Gold Rush was estimated to be worth “millions of dollars.” The
coin’s owner had initially thought that the
money was fake.
Fox News’ Frank Miles and Chris Ciaccia contributed to this article.
October 2018
The News, November 2018
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check:
http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf
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HOW TO SURVIVE A HEART ATTACK WHEN
ALONE?
Please pause for 2 minutes and read this

1. Let’s say it’s 7.25pm and you’re going home
(alone of course) after an unusually hard day on
the job.
2. You’re really tired, upset and frustrated.
3 Suddenly you start experiencing severe pain
in your chest that starts to drag out into your
arm and up in to your jaw. You are only about
five km from the hospital nearest your home.
4. Unfortunately you don’t know if you’ll be able
to make it that far.
5. You have been trained in CPR, but the guy
who taught the course did not tell you how to
perform it on yourself.
6. Since many people are alone when they suffer a heart attack without help, the person
whose heart is beating improperly and who begins to feel faint, has only about 10 seconds left
before losing consciousness.
7. However, these victims can help themselves
by coughing repeatedly and very vigorously. A
deep breath should be taken before each cough,
and the cough must be deep and prolonged, as
when producing sputum from deep inside the
chest. A breath and a cough must be repeated
about every two seconds without let-up until
help arrives, or until the heart is felt to be
beating normally again.
8. Deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs and
coughing movements squeeze the heart and
keep the blood circulating. The squeezing pressure on the heart also helps it regain normal
rhythm. In this way, heart attack victims can
get to a hospital.
9. Tell as many other people as possible about
this. It could save their lives!!
10. A cardiologist says If everyone who gets
this mail kindly sends it to 10 people, you can
bet that we’ll save at least one life.
11. Rather than sending jokes, please... contribute by forwarding this mail which can save a
person’s life.
12. If this message comes around you... more
than once… please don’t get irritated... You
should instead, be happy that you have many
friends who care about you & keeps reminding
you how to deal with a Heart attack.

You are a detectorist
if you fill your holes.
But ........
You are a vandal if
you do not!
The News, November 2018
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Calendar of Events
November Meeting
Wednesday, November 7. We will meet at The Edge
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at
6:00PM.
Meeting Agenda
6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup
7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of
the Month Program
7:30 - 7:45 Break
7:45 - 9:00 Nomination for Prospector of the Year
and Detectorist of the Year.
"Show & Tell” and Silent Auction.

RMPTH DUES
RMPTH is an unincorporated Social Club with
no income generated. All
expenses are covered by
$35 annual dues. Members are requested to
consider minor donations
at each monthly meeting
to cover refreshments.

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At
http://rmpth.com

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE
The Edge Sports Center
4450 Denrose Court
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Directions:
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the
State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building.
Page 10
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

4

5

Tue

6

Wed

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

23

24

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

11

12

13

14

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

18

19

20

21

22
Thanksgiving

25

26

27

28

29

30

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

MPTH Finds Program &
Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

9

10

11

12

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

16
23

17
24
Christmas Eve

30

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

Christmas Day

31

The News, November 2018
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Bad Parrot
A young man named John received a parrot as a gift. The
parrot had a bad attitude and an even worse vocabulary.
Every word out of the bird's mouth was rude, obnoxious
and laced with profanity. John tried and tried to change
the bird's attitude by consistently saying only polite
words, playing soft music and anything else he could think
of to "clean up" the bird's vocabulary.
Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the parrot. The
parrot yelled back. John shook the parrot and the parrot
got angrier and even ruder.
John, in desperation, threw up his hand, grabbed the bird
and put him in the freezer. For a few minutes the parrot
squawked and kicked and screamed. Then suddenly there
was total quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a minute.
Fearing that he'd hurt the parrot, John quickly opened
the door to the freezer.
The parrot calmly stepped out onto John's outstretched
arms and said, "I believe
I may have offended you with my rude language and actions. I'm sincerely remorseful for my inappropriate
transgressions and I fully intend to do everything I can to
correct my rude and unforgivable behavior."
John was stunned at the change in the bird's attitude.
As he was about to ask the parrot what had made such a
dramatic change in his behavior, the bird continued, "May
I ask what the turkey did?"

Bad News In The
Springs
By Carla Nielsen

I

n case you might be headed to Colorado, here is a
bit of news we received recently from our friends
at the Pikes Peak Adventure League (PPAL) Metal
Detecting Club: “Metal detecting in Colorado Springs
city parks is now off limits.”

So if your travels take you to Colorado Springs,
please do all our fellow detectorists a favor...don’t
swing in the Colorado Springs city parks. We don’t
want one of us unwittingly making life tougher for any
of the PPAL people.
Lord knows, we’re all plagued with shrinking opportunities. Let’s not give anyone any reason to remove
more of our potential sites.
And that means always fill your holes and always
properly dispose of the trash and junk you uncover or that someone can accuse any of us of uncovering.
Lost Treasure Magazine

✍

RMPTH Field Outing Statement
NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in touch
and continue to review and plan upcoming presentations
and outings for the year on a monthly basis. Our editor
Rick Mattingly needs timely event information for each
issue of The News. Please get information about any particular event to him by the 15th of the month to meet the
printing deadline for the next issue.
Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs
are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs website.
Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and
activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned in the upcoming month are
emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings.
Contact the Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you
have any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for
fieldtrips, outings, and programs.
The best made plans may change at the last minute due
to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please
be understanding of extenuating circumstances and contact the coordinator or Trail Boss of a specific event if
there is any question of an event being cancelled or
changed at the last minute.
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At the November 7th Club Meeting we will hold a Silent
Auction for club-oriented items. Bring in your item(s), fill
out a bid form provided and let other members battle it
out to become highest bidder on your item. 20% of the
item sale will be donated to the club. All items sold must
be paid for at the end of the meeting, so bring some cash
folks!
The News, November 2018
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$10 Million in Gold
'I Nearly Fell Over Looking at It.' Miners
Stumble Upon $10 Million in Gold From
a Single Blast

Zambia Emerald
A huge, 5,655-carat stone was found in
Zambia

M

iners in Western Australia have unearthed more
than 9,000 ounces of gold from a single blast
over the past few days. That’s more than 560
pounds (255 kilograms), or $10 million of gold if you
want to just cash it in.
The quartz rocks encrusted with gold were found in Beta
Hunt, primarily a nickel mine, in the town of Kambalda,
in an area of Australia known as the Goldfields.
Miner Henry Dole is credited with hitting the mother
lode. “I’ve been an airleg miner for 16 years. Never in my
life have I ever seen anything like this,” he told ABC
News. “I nearly fell over looking at it … we were picking
it up for hours.”
The mine is owned by RNC Minerals of Canada, which
plans to auction off some of the most impressive specimens. The largest rock weighs more than 200 pounds
and is covered in an estimated 2,400 ounces of highgrade gold —a $2.9 million find.
“Given the rarity of the rock, and the physical beauty
and presentation of the gold that’s there,
it’s a very spectacular stone in multiple ways, so we’ll see
whether 20, 30 or even 50% premiums apply here,” RNC
President Mark Selby told ABC News. “We’re really looking forward to auctioning the key stones off over the
coming weeks. There’s a pretty select group of collectors
who this would appeal to. When you look at nuggets,
which are a solid piece of gold, the biggest are around
2,000 ounces, so this is right up there in terms of the
largest specimens we’ve ever seen.”

By Bukola Adebayo, CNN
The world's largest producer of the green stones has
unearthed a 5,655-carat emerald crystal atits mines in
Zambia.
The stone, which weighs more than 1.1 kg (almost 2.5
lbs), was found at the Gemfield mines inKangem, the
company said in a statement Monday.

RNC reported mining a total of 13,320 ounces of gold
from Beta Hunt in the previous quarter.
Most gold in Western Australia is processed into gold
bars to sell to the Perth Mint. The mine itself is actually
on the market — RNC is trying to find a buyer willing to
fund more exploration drilling. “We believe that a different set of management should be running the asset with
the right amount of capital to take it forward,” Selby
said. The gigantic find has raised spirits in Kambalda.
“It’s good for the town, the mine life, all of that. I truly
believe there’s something bigger and better down there,”
Dole told ABC News. “I reckon we’re just on the fringe of
it … and if we get deeper, I reckon we’ll find more.”
fortune.com/2018/09/10/beta-hunt-mine-10-million-goldaustralia

✍

The emerald is being called "Inkalamu," which means
"lion" in the local Zambia Bemba lan-guage. It will be
cut into smaller pieces and auctioned in Singapore in
November.
It has "remarkable clarity and a perfectly balanced
golden green hue," the statement said.
✍
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Battle of Little Bighorn
Treasures

A

month before the battle, General Custer's Seventh Calvary,
which was made up of 700 troops, were given four months' back
pay in the form of banknotes, silver and gold. All in all, the pay
bonanza is estimated to have been worth $25,000, which is around
$585,000 in today's money.
The troops were carrying the precious coins and bills when they were
defeated resoundingly by Lakota, Arapaho and Cheyenne warriors, who
stripped the dead soldiers of their belongings. The hoard was gathered
together and hidden away in a secret location.
Years later, Cheyenne Chief Two Moons revealed to trader Walker P.
Moncure that he knew the whereabouts of the treasure. Two Moons died
in 1917 and the tale passed into legend. In the late 1950's journalist
Kathryn Wright investigated the story and eventually discovered a hidden
vault in the Two Moons' tomb on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation in
Montana.
Wright found a sealed envelope supposedly containing the location of the
haul and sought permission from the Cheyenne to open it, but when she
returned to the tomb the envelope had been stolen. What became of it
and the soldiers' valuables remains a bewildering mystery.

Gold Glossary
Drywasher - A common desert mining
tool. The drywasher is like a highbanker
but lacks the need for water. A drywasher operates by the use of wind. The
light junk material is blown off the top
of the sluice in the drywasher and the
gold stays on the bottom. The sluice riffles in a drywasher are backwards for
better recovery.

Gold Facts
Symbol: AU
Atomic Number: 79
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F)
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:
2.5 - 3
Karat

The other lost Little Bighorn treasure is even more valuable: a hoard of
gold bars worth $18.8 million. In the aftermath of the battle, Far West
steamboat captain Grant Marsh picked up 50 wounded soldiers and set
off at breakneck speed down the river toward Bismark, North Dakota.
According to local legend, Marsh had been entrusted with the solid gold
bars worth $375,000, which he'd been given by a group of miners for
safekeeping to prevent Native American forces stealing them away.
Weighed down by heavy cargo and passengers, the Far West was dangerously overloaded and Marsh is said to have removed much of the gold
and buried it somewhere along the the Bighorn River, which meets the
Little Bighorn near Hardin, Montana, downstream from the battle site.
Exactly where the gold is buried is anyone's guess. Marsh navigated the
Far West via the Yellowstone River to reach the Missouri River and the
city of Bismark. Traveling for four days, the seasoned captain made the
journey in record time, the fastest ever for a steamship.
After arriving at Bismark, Marsh brought the first news of the Battle of
Little Bighorn, which quickly spread nationwide. As for the gold, whether it actually existed is doubtful but the legend has persisted and some
treasure hunters believe the precious bars are still out there awaiting
discovery.

MSN News June 2018

✍
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24K = 100% Pure Gold
18K = 75% Pure Gold
14K = 58% Pure Gold
10K = 42% Pure Gold
Troy Weights
1 grain = 0.0648 grams
24 grains = 1 penny
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams
20 DWT = 1 ounce =
480 grains = 31.10 grams
12 ounces = 1 Troy pound =

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE!
Call Rick Mattingly
at 970-669-1205
or rickmatt@q.com
Page 15

Trading Post
FOR SALE: Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at
(970) 6667-3705.
FOR SALE: A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Prospector
and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton tees. See and
order from:
http://BestBlackandGold.com.
FOR SALE: 5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hi-banker with
dredge attachment w/adjustable stand, Gold Grabber Hibanker, 125 feet hose, Rock net and steel cable, misc. fittings and valves & large metal bucket. Prefer to sell all together for $1,350 but negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at
(303) 833-6848 or
estick@live.com.
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment. Call Kathie 970-2211623
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.

NOTE:
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and
seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH.

About Trading Post
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads
for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968
evenings
or e-mail at: rickmatt@q.com
Commercial Advertising
Specifications
(Monthly Donation Rate)
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")
$30
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")
One Third Page (3" X 4")
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")

$20
$15
$ 5

Ads must be received by the 15th of the
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for
information on this service at
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:
rickmatt@q.com.

All mistakes and
misspellings were
intentionally made so
that you could have
the pleasure of finding them.
Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum
Golden, Colorado
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or
geomuseum@mines.edu
Identification of specimens is performed
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS
I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work
those claims without the owner’s permission
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licenses
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only,
and in accordance with current State and Federal
guidelines
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the
environment
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and
debris that I find - I will not litter
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to
those around me at all time
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting
and mining
I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor discharge excess silt into the waterways

Why Do Pennies Still
Exist?

P

ennies have almost no purchasing power; it
costs more to mint a penny than a penny is
worth; and the U.S. Mint could cut its workload significantly just by ceasing production. But
there's another side to that coin. According to pennyadvocacy group Americans for Common Cents, the
vast majority of Americans favor keeping the lowly
penny, which the group says fuels charitable giving -and it's true that penny drives do produce significant
donations from people who don't mind emptying their
penny jars for a good cause. The group also says abolishing the penny wouldn't save the country money,
would likely raise government spending and would
increase inflation.
It's almost certain that the cost of many goods would
rise as businesses would likely round prices up to the
nearest nickel, which would disproportionately hurt
the poor since the less affluent make small purchases
more frequently. As the first currency ever authorized
by the United States in 1787, however, one thing is
certain: The poor little penny is a rich part of American history.

✍

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream
I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water
I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting
and mining

Offer Your Assistance To Any
Of Our Program Coordinators
The News, November 2018
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Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
2018 Schedule of Events
Month

Meeting Program

Trip/Activity

January

“Railhead Camps”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

February

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

March

“Coin Grading”
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin

“Denver GPAA Show”
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show”

April

“Detecting Presentation“
By RMPTH Members

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”
By Wayne Sutherland
“GPS Clinic”

May

“Mining and Refining”
By David Emslie

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space—
Signup Only”
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC”

June

“Nugget Shooting Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour”
“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Detector Challenge”
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships”

July

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

“Grasslands Detector Hunt”
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour”
“Eureka Rush To The Rockies Hunt”

August

“Geological Formations
Associated With Gold”
By Dr. Pete Mobreski

“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk”

September

“Gold Scales Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt”
“Stone Age Fair”
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show”

October

“Jade Hunting”
Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan”

“Off-Road Detector Outing”

November

“Annual “Show & Tell” &
Silent Auction”

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

December

“Annual Christmas Party”
“Find of the Year Program”
“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year”

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show”

Good Hunting in 2018!
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Rocky Mountain
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters
Contact List
RMPTH Coordinators

Home

E-Mail

President

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Vice President

Bob Murphy

1-970-330-9009

mrphybob7@aol.com

Treasurer

Dick & Sharon French

1-970-482-2110

dickyf99@centurylink.net

Secretary

Darlene Bradley

1-970-532-2344

dbmios@earthlink.net

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Finds Program

Dave Landes
Betsy Emond
Joe Johnston

1-720-985-4186
1-970-218-0290
1-303-696-6950

midnightoil45@aol.com
bemond@fcgov.com
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Presentations

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Club Historian

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Club Meeting Greeter

Barbara Schuldt

1-970-407-1336

Club Librarian

Joe Johnston

1-303-696-6950

Club Photo Librarian

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Meeting Setup

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Door Prize

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

50/50 Drawing

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

Coin Raffle

Woody Hogdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

The News Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Internet Web Site
Web Master
Volunteers/Coordinators

———————–
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

General Information Contact: Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at: http://rmpth.com

Let’s Go For The Gold !
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Page 19

The News
Rocky Mountain Prospectors &
Treasure Hunters Club
278 Sierra Vista Drive
Fort Collins, CO. 80524

NOVEMBER, 2018 ISSUE

