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Coin Hoard Found 
 

£5million Coin Hoard Found By  
Metal Detecting Couple In England 

 
26 AUGUST, 2019 by ED WHELAN 
 

I n England, a metal detecting couple has found an 
amazing treasure trove of coins. They have un-
earthed a hoard of silver coins that date from the 

famous Battle of Hastings. The find is expected to 
make the couple overnight millionaires and it has 
made them the envy of detectorists from all over the 
world. 
 
Adam Staples and his partner Lisa Grace, from Der-
by, were investigating an unplowed farm field when 
they found the treasure. The exact location has not 
been revealed but the couple was searching in an area 
of north-east Somerset last January. They came 
across something interesting and unearthed it and the 
couple immediately realized that they had made an 
“absolutely mind-blowing” discovery according to the 
Daily Mail. 
 
The Norman Invasion of England 
 
Adam and Lisa found 2571 silver coins, that are in 
mint condition and are almost a millennium old. The 
Daily Mail reports that the hoard is “made up of King 
Harold II pennies from the end of Anglo-Saxon Eng-
land and William the Conqueror coins.” King Harold , 
only ruled England for nine months before being 
killed at the Battle of Hastings (1066) and he was suc-
ceeded, by the Norman William I. 
 
The Sun reports that “Each coin will have the money-
er's [person officially permitted to mint money] name 
on and the mint of where it was issued.” Some of the 
silver pennies of Harold II were coined by moneyers 
who were previously unknown. This is providing new 
insights into the financial administration of England 
before the Norman Conquest . 
 
It is thought that the coins were buried sometime be-

(Continued on page 3) 
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The News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 
(RMPTH): our mailing address is 1819 88th Avenue, 
Greeley, CO 80634. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$35 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $3 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June less $1. ✍ 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 

Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.  
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items! 

 
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each 

meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more 
money than they came with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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tween 1066 and the 1070s. They were probably the 
property of a wealthy individual, possibly a noble, but 
almost certainly not a royal. The Sun reports that the 
owner “probably buried them for safekeeping” as 
there was no banking-system in England at this time. 
The years after the Battle of Hastings were very turbu-
lent and it is possible that the owner was killed before 
he could retrieve his riches. 
 
Value of the coins 
 
The couple notified the relevant authorities, which is 
required by British law. The coins have since been 
transferred to the British Museum . For the past sev-
en months, experts have been examining the coins 
and they have been amazed at what the metal-
detecting couple unearthed. 
 
At present, the couple is waiting to hear if their dis-
covery will be declared treasure by the authorities. 
UNILAD reports that if the find is declared treasure 
“the museum must compensate the couple with the 
value of the discovery, while the landowner will also 
be entitled to 50 percent of the cash.” Furthermore, 
museums will be obliged to bid for them at an auc-
tion. If the authorities do not declare the coins to be 
treasure, they will then be returned to the couple and 
they can sell them at private auction. It looks like that 
either way that the couple is going to be rich. 
 
Overnight millionaires 
 
The coins of William I could be worth in the region of 
£1,000 ($ 1,220) and £1,500 ($1,800). According to 
Nigel Mills of Dix Noonan Webb Auctioneers, “Harold 
II coins are rarer than William coins and could be 
worth between £2,000 to £4,000 each” reports 
RTL247. That is, they are worth between $2400 and 
$5000 dollars each. It is estimated that the hoard 
could be worth between 3 and 5 million British 
pounds, or roughly 4 to 6 million US dollars. 
 
The find is very important, but it is not the largest 
hoard of coins ever found in England. This distinction 
goes to the famous Staffordshire Hoard. This contains 
coins and golden artifacts from the Anglo-Saxon peri-
od and was found near Stoke in 2009. However, 
Grace and Adam have the satisfaction of knowing that 
their find is believed to be worth over one million 
pounds (1.2 million dollars) more than the Stafford-
shire Hoard . 
 
The couple has been tight-lipped about their discov-
ery. This is understandable as no final valuation has 
been agreed and there is no decision as to whether or 
not their find is treasure and can be bought by a mu-
seum. But now the story is out, metal detectorists 
from all over the world have congratulated the pair on 
their find on social media. 
 
✍ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Part of the 2571 coin hoard found in Somerset in January 
Source: Adam N Lisa / Facebook   

By Ed Whelan 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 

CODE OF ETHICS 

 

 

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 

I WILL fill all excavations.  
 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 

I WILL leave gates as found.  
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 

I WILL NOT litter.  
 

I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 

I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
LIGHT GOLD: Gold that is in very thin 
flake form that looks large compared to 
its weight and could easily be moved dur-
ing flood conditions. 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

September, 2019 
 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Dave Landes - 1914-S Barber 
Dime 
Oldest Coin:  Dave Landes - 1867 
Shield Nickel 
Largest Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Most Raw Gold:  Michael Houser 
Best Bottle:  Barb Schuldt 
Best Jewelry:   
    Barb Schuldt – 18k Gold Ring 
Most Unique Find:  
    Barb Schuldt –Antique Pocket 
Watch 
Token:  
    Norm Kirkland– Howells  
Antiseptic 
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:  
Mike Houser - Iron Pyrite Speci-
men 
 
 
 
 

Nice Finds! 

I ordered a 
chicken and an 

egg from  
Amazon. I'll let 

you know. 
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Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 

 

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 

Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 

will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 

from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 

http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
October—Volunteer Needed 
November– Dan Kelly 
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ground. 
 
People have looked for and dreamed about the treas-
ure for nearly 270 years, if you give any credence to 
the French connection. 
 
The swamp has holes all over it where treasure hunt-
ers have fruitlessly searched. According to an article 
written by the late Gerald Hunter, a Brooks County 
resident, and published by The Atlanta Journal Maga-
zine, Hunter gave up the search after many frustrating 
years of prospecting in the wilderness. 
 
He and a friend did dig up some human bones and 
had a boy helping them run off at that point.  
 
Hunter used a metal detector, but didn’t get any reac-
tion from it. 
 
“Our investigations have been manned under all sorts 
of climatic conditions except good ones,” he wrote. 
 
“In the first place, that swamp is 10 miles from the 
nearest road. In the second, unless things are very 
dry indeed, the creek forks area is a pond. We don’t 
know whether the massacre occurred in a wet or dry 
season. 
 
“Near the forks of the Okapilco and Mule Creeks lie 
the bones of valiant Frenchmen, I am convinced.  
 
Not too far from the bones lie 2,500 pounds of silver. 
 
“And not too much farther from there lies – in storage 
– a $300 treasure finder that I will sell – cheap.” 
 
I keep wondering, however, what could be done as far 
as the treasure hunt is concerned using some of the 
near-magical technology available these days, includ-
ing ground-penetrating radar, GPS, satellite imaging, 
and so forth. Maybe it’s sometimes best to just let a 
mystery stay mysterious or a legend to remain legend-
ary. 
 
(When I got the information for this story, I expressed 
thanks toBetty Horton with the Quitman-Brooks 
County Historical Society, for graciously helping me 
to research that information. Her late father James R. 
“Jimmy” Knight wrote about hunting for the Confed-
erate gold as an assistant scout master in 1928 or 
1929.) 
 
 
valdostatoday.com 
 
✍ 

Secret Places 
 

Hidden Confederate Treasures in  
Brooks County, Georgia 

 
September 18, 2019 
By Charles Shiver 
 

B ROOKS CO., Ga. – Indiana Jones would have 
an exciting time in South Georgia if he ever 
came here to search for buried treasure and 

large artifacts hidden in snake infested swamps and 
the deep, shadowy woods. 
 
One of the best examples is a chest of Confederate 
gold supposedly covered by swampy earth near the 
forks of Okapilco and Mule Creeks in Brooks County. 
 
Members of a wagon train hauling the gold from 
South Carolina to Vicksburg buried the chest one 
night for safekeeping. A marauding band of Indians 
attacked and massacred the party, leaving the gold 
concealed there ever since, according to the story. 
 
Some old-timers claim that the stakes were much 
higher with the lost treasure in Brooks County. The 
bulk of the Confederate treasury was being transport-
ed under guard to Confederate Vice President Alexan-
der H. Stephens’ relatives in South Georgia after Con-
federate President Jefferson Davis was captured by 
Union troops near Irwinville, Ga., on May 10, 1865. 
(The Northern media falsely reported that Davis had 
attempted to flee in women’s clothes, when in fact he 
was wearing his wife’s heavy shawl to protect himself 
from the chilly morning air.) 
 
Then something terrible happened to the escorting 
soldiers as well as the gold at the fork of Mule and 
Okapilco creeks. Either Native Americans (which 
seems unlikely at that late point in Georgia’s history) 
or renegade Yankee soldiers murdered the Rebels and 
lighted out with the treasure. 
 
The ancient storytellers claim that rusted horse bri-
dles, rifles, pistols, and buttons from Civil War-era 
uniforms have been found in that area. 
 
A similar legend holds that an iron arrow is driven 
through an oak tree near the banks of Reedy Creek in 
Colquitt County and allegedly points toward buried 
treasure or a cache of guns secreted by Rebs, when 
they saw their cause was lost near the end of the War 
Between the States. 
 
In another version of the Brooks County tale, set in 
the year 1750, 50 Frenchmen on their way from New 
Orleans to the Georgia coast buried 2,500 pounds of 
pure silver in Brooks County’s Mule Creek Swamp 
one night. Indians (considered the all-purpose bad 
guys for frontier stories way back when the world 
wasn’t as politically correct) then attacked and killed 
all the Frenchmen, and the silver was left in the 
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There is no distinctly Native 
American criminal class, 

save Congress.  
-- Mark Twain 

Wire Gold from Ibex Mine, Leadville, Colorado.  
$11,250 Realized At 2019 Auction 

 

This rich, wire gold specimen was uncovered by metal detector during the last 20 years. The specimen was most recently in 
the mineral collection of Bryan K. Lees, owner of the famous Sweet Home Rhodochrosite Mine in Alma, Colorado (BLK Col-
lection #5559). The Leadville mining district, in Lake County, Colorado, contains one of the largest lead-zinc-silver-gold de-

posits in the world. Discovered in 1858, the district has produced more than $5 billion worth of metals. The history of mining 
in the Leadville district describes a series of booms and busts. Prospectors working their way up the Arkansas River drain-
age discovered gold in stream gravels along California Gulch in 1860, precipitating a robust but short-lived boom, and the 
first lode gold deposit was discovered on Printer Boy Hill along the upper flanks of California Gulch in 1868. Dimensions 
(cm): 3.3 H x 6.5 W x 1.5 D. 66.7 grams. Location: Ibex Mine, Breece Hill, Leadville, Leadville District, Lake Co., Colorado, 

USA 

 

City/County: Leadville 

State: Colorado 
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In 1861 the mining town of  
Central City recorded 217 fist 
fights, 97 revolver fights, 11  

Bowie knife fights and one dog 
fight. 
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You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

2019 RMPTH Coin & 

Prize Hunt Results 
 

T he 2019 RMPTH Coin & Prize Hunt took place 
on Saturday, September 21 at the property of 
Johnny and Jeanne Berndsen in Loveland. 14 

members participated in the hunt. 
 
300 wheat cent targets  were planted in the hunt field 
and 297 were recovered …. Impressive! 
 
Top three hunters included: 
 
1. Mike Noll 
2. Tom Marschall 
3. Ryan Strong 
 
Prizes included collectable coins, silver rounds and 
silver coins. 
 
Johnny and Jeanne provided a fried chicken lunch to 
the hungry gang. A great time was had by all. 
 
Thanks to Johnny and Jeanne for providing the prop-
erty and lunch for the hunt. 
 
✍ 

 

Dave Emslie Of Fort Collins Prospectors  
Gold and Gems sell raw gold too. 
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Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
Fort Collins Senior Center 

1200 Raintree Drive 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 

Directions: 
The Edge Sports Center is located southeast of the intersection of I-25 and State Highway 14 

in east Fort Collins. 

  October Meeting 
Wednesday, October 2. We will meet at The Edge 
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court, 
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of 
the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 "Metal Detecting”  
 

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 

 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
The Edge Sports Center 

4450 Denrose Ct, Fort Collins, CO 80524 
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October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

3 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

Independence Day 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Off-Road Detector 
Hunt 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Leucite Hills WY 
Gold & Gem Outing 

27 28 29 30 31 
Halloween 

  

November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 

4 5 6 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

7 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

Independence Day 

8 9 

10 11 
Veterans Day 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 
Thanksgiving 

29 30 



Page 12 The News, October 2019 

RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in 
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming 

presentations and outings for the year on a monthly 
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event 
information for each issue of The News. Please get 
information about any particular event to him by the 
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for 

the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting pro-
grams are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs 
website. Planning is a work in progress and addi-
tional outings and activities are added and some-

times deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned 
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the at-

tendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the 
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have 
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last mi-
nute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, 

land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meet-
ing sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuat-

ing circumstances and contact the coordinator or 
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any ques-
tion of an event being cancelled or changed at the 

last minute. 

Diamond Find 
 

Visitor Finds 3.72-Carat Yellow Diamond at 
Crater of Diamonds State Park 

 

S ometimes, a small change can change your life. 
On Friday, August 16, 27-year-old Miranda Hol-
lingshead of Bogata Texas, visited Arkansas’s 

Crater of Diamonds State Park for the first time. But 
according to Hollingshead, that wasn’t her original 
plan.  
 
“I was just going to pick up a transmission that day, 
but my siblings were in town and wanted to do some-
thing fun together.” 
Hollingshead, who has known about the Crater of Dia-
monds for years, decided to go diamond searching 
when she found out the park wasn’t too far from her 
home. 
 
“When I realized it was only a couple hours away, I 
knew we had to go!” What started as a fun family out-
ing became the experience of a lifetime when Hollings-
head discovered a diamond weighing nearly four car-
ats at the Arkansas State Park. After searching for 

about an hour, Hollingshead found the diamond at 
the base of a hill on the northeast side of the park’s 
37.5-acre diamond search area. “I was sitting in the 
shade, watching a YouTube video on how to find dia-
monds. I looked over at my kid for a second, and 
when I looked down, I saw it mixed in with other 
rocks.” 

 
Hollingshead noted she was pretty sure she had found 
a diamond when she first saw the stone. “I shook my 
hand across it to make sure what it was, picked it up, 
and yelled across the field to my mom, ‘I think I got 
one!’” After showing her mom and siblings, Hollings-
head carried her find to the Diamond Discovery Cen-
ter, where park staff registered it as a 3.72 ct. yellow 
diamond. It is the largest registered at the Crater of 
Diamonds since March 2017, when a teenager from 
Park Interpreter Waymon Cox said, “Every diamond 
found at the park is beautiful in its own way, and this 
one is certainly no exception. It’s about the size of a 
pencil eraser, with a light yellow color and a spar-
kling, metallic luster. Ms. Hollingshead said her gem’s 
unique shape reminded her of a rounded molar, with 
a small indentation in one end.” 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Cox pointed out that rainfall likely played a role in 
Hollingshead finding her diamond. “Much of the 
ground where Ms. Hollingshead found her diamond is 
made of unweathered volcanic rock. When it rains, 
flowing runoff often leaves loose gravel, and some-
times diamonds, on the surface in these areas. Dia-
monds have a brilliant, adamantine luster that makes 
them easy to spot, and Ms. Hollingshead happened to 
be sitting in just the right place to see the diamond 
sparkle in the sun.” 

 
About one in every 10 diamonds are found on the top 
of the ground by observant visitors. Park personnel 
plow the diamond search area, the eroded surface of 
an ancient, diamond-bearing volcanic pipe, periodi-
cally to loosen soil and assist with natural erosion. 
 
Many visitors choose to name the diamonds they find 
at Crater of Diamonds State Park. Hollingshead and 
her son named her gem the Caro Avenger. “He chose 
the name Caro, and I am a fan of superheroes, so it 
seemed like a good fit.” 
 
When asked whether she plans to sell her gem or 
keep it as a souvenir, Hollingshead said if she doesn’t 
sell it, she’ll probably have it mounted in a ring. As of 
this writing, 319 diamonds have been registered at 
Crater of Diamonds State Park in 2019, weighing a 
total of 63.49 carats. 13 diamonds registered this 
year have weighed at least one carat each. 
 
Quick Facts about Crater of Diamonds State Park 
 
Diamonds come in all colors of the rainbow. The 
three most common colors found at Crater of Dia-
monds State Park are white, brown, and yellow, in 
that order. 
 
In total, over 75,000 diamonds have been unearthed 

(Continued from page 12)  at the Crater of Diamonds since the first diamonds 
were discovered in 1906 by John Huddleston, a 
farmer who owned the land long before it became an 
Arkansas State Park in 1972. 
 
The largest diamond ever discovered in the United 
States was unearthed here in 1924 during an early 
mining operation. Named the Uncle Sam, this white 
diamond with a pink cast weighed 40.23 carats. It 
was later cut into a 12.42-carat emerald shape and 
purchased by a private collector for $150,000 in 
1971. 
 
Crater of Diamonds State Park is located on Arkansas 
Highway 301 in Murfreesboro. It is one of 52 state 
parks administered by the State Parks Division of the 
Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tour-
ism. 
 
✍ 

A Contemporary Tale 
 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a 
camping trip. 

 
After a good meal and a bottle of brandy they 

lay down for the night, and went to sleep. 
 

Some hours later, Holmes awoke and nudged 
his faithful friend. 

 
"Watson, look up at the sky and tell me what 

you see." 
 

Watson replied, "I see millions and millions of 
stars." 

 
"What does that tell you?" 

 
Watson pondered for a minute. 

"Astronomically, it tells me that there are mil-
lions of galaxies and potentially billions of plan-
ets. Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is in 
Leo. Horologically, I deduce that the time is 

approximately a quarter past three. Theologi-
cally, I can see that God is all-powerful and 

that we are small and insignificant. Meteoro-
logically, I suspect that we will have a beauti-

ful day tomorrow. What does it tell you, 
Holmes?" 

 
Holmes was silent for a minute, then spoke. 

"Watson, you ass. Some bastard has stolen our 
tent." 



Page 14 The News, October 2019 

Expensive Dime 
 
A 125-year-old dime just sold for $1.32 million 

 
Written by David Williams, CNN 
 

A  Utah businessman paid $1.32 million for a 
dime last week at a Chicago coin auction. 
 

It wasn't just any 10-cent piece; the 1894-S Barber 
Dime is one of only 24 that were ever made, according 
to Stack's Bowers Galleries, which held the auction 
Thursday night. 
 
The man on the phone: What's it like making history's 
highest auction bid? 
 
Only nine of the coins are confirmed to still exist.  
 

The coin was purchased by Dell Loy Hansen, who al-
so owns the Real Salt Lake MLS team. 
 
Hansen is an avid coin collector and is working to-
ward a collection that includes an example of every 
coin ever made by the US Mint from 1792 to the pre-
sent, said John Brush, president of David Lawrence 
Rare Coins, who is helping Hansen curate his collec-
tion and was in Chicago to bid on the dime. 
 
"When you're bidding a million dollars on a coin, it's 
nerve-wracking," Brush said. "You kind of get the 
sweaty palms, because that's a lot of money." 
 
Brush said Hansen needs only six coins to complete 
his collection, but they are not available for sale.  
 
The 1894-S is known as a Barber Dime because it 

was designed by engraver Charles E. Barber, who de-
signed many coins for US Mints. 
 
The coins were struck at the San Francisco Mint on 
June 9, 1894, the Professional Coin Grading Service 
said in a statement. The service certified the coin's 
condition and authenticity.  
 
The dime once belonged to Jerry Buss, the late owner 
of the NBA's Los Angeles Lakers. It last went up for 
auction in 1988. 
 
Another 1894-S dime sold in 2016 to an anonymous 
buyer for almost $2 million. 
 
edition.cnn.com/style/article/rare-dime-auction-trnd/
index.html 
 
✍ 

Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service 

Pilots Creed: 
“Maintain thine 

airspeed lest the 
ground come up 
and smite thee.” 
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Gold Glossary 
 
LODE MINING: 
The mining of lode 
deposits. Also 
called "hardrock 
mining." 

Symbol: AU 

Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 

Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 
Specific Gravity: 19.2 

MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  
2.5 - 3 

 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 

18K = 75%    Pure Gold 

14K = 58%    Pure Gold 

10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 

Troy Weights 

 

1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 

 

 

I wanted the gold, and I sought it; I 
scrabbled and mucked like a slave. Was it 
famine or scurvy, I fought it; I hurled my 
youth into a grave. I wanted the gold, and 

I got it-- Came out with a fortune last 
fall,-- Yet somehow life's not what I 

thought it, And somehow the gold isn't 
all. 

 
-- Robert W. Service  

-- The Spell of the Yukon 
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All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 

Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  
geomuseum@mines.edu 

 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabo-
chons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970-221-
1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Con-
tact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH. 

About Trading Post 

 
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post for 

three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads for topic 
related items up to 10 lines (or 70 words) long are 
free. To place an ad in Trading Post contact Rick 

Mattingly at (970) 669-1205 evenings. Or 
Email at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 

Specifications 

(Monthly Donation Rate) 

 
Full Page (8 1/2” X 7”)   $30 
Half Page (3 1/4”X 7”)   $20 
One Third Page (3’X4”)  $15 
Business Card (2 3/4”X1 1/2”)    $5 

 
Ads must be received by the 13 t5th of the preceding 

month. Contact Rick Mattingly for information on 
this service at (970) 669-1205 evenings or email at: 

rickmatt@q.com 
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 

 

I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 

 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 

 

I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 

I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 

 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 

 

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 

 

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 

Largest Gold Nugget 

Ever Found 
 
 

T he largest gold nugget to be pulled out of the 
soil is known as the Welcome Stanger Nugget. It 
was discovered by John Deason and Richard 

Oates back in 1869 in Victoria Australia. 
 
These lucky fellows found the largest gold nugget ever 
and it weighed in at a refined weight of 2.283 oz. It 
was also 61 cm by 31 cm. 
 
This is way more than a retirement nugget or the one 
ounce club! 
 
Can you believe that the two miners were paid only 
9,381 pounds sterling for the find. I cant imagine how 
much it would be worth today! (Maybe I don’t want to) 
Such an important find like this deserves to be com-
memorated and a statue has been erected at the loca-
tion where the biggest Gold Nugget ever found was 
located. You could go and see it for yourself in Victo-
ria. 
 
No man can cover all the earth in search of gold. My 
bet is that even larger ones lie undisturbed across the 
globe waiting for you to stumble across. All you may 
need is a Gold Detector, some hard work and a bit of 
luck. 
 
metaldetectorsa.co.za/largest-gold-nugget-ever-found 
 
✍ 

Welcome Stranger—Replica 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January 

“Metal Detecting” 
By Joe Johnston 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February 

“Gold Sluicing” 
By Bob Murphy 

“Tour of the Wyoming State Museum” 

March 

“Bingham Hill Cemetery” 
By Rose Brinks 

“Tour Sterling, CO Museum” 
“Denver GPAA Show” 

“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show” 

April 
“The Mining Camps Speak“ 

By Beth Sagsteter 
“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic” at Lions Open Space” 

May “Maps, Compass & GPS” “Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 

June 

“Finding Gold In Colorado” by Kevin 
Singel 

“Ames Monument Tour and Metal Detecting” 
“Cache Creek Gold Outing” 

July 

“Gold and Platinum In Wyoming” by 
Wayne Sutherland 

“South Pass, WY Prospecting & Detecting Outing” 
“WY Metal Detecting Outing—Barb Schuldt” 

August “TO BE DETERMINED” 
“Corona Pass-Rollins Pass Outing” 

“Leadville Old Mines and Turquois Hunting” 

September “TO BE DETERMINED” 

“Keota Ghost Town Tour” 
“Fort Laramie & Gurnsey Oregon Trail Outing” 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Stone Age Fair” 

“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October “Detecting” 
“Off-Road Detector Hunt” 

“Leucite Hills, WY Gold and Gem Outing” 

November 
“Annual “Show & Tell” &  

Silent Auction” 
No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2019! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 

2019 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 

RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  President Bob Murphy 1-970-330-9009 mrphybob7@aol.com 

  Vice President Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Treasurer Wayne Hall 1-970-682-5035 wayneahall@gmail.com 

  Secretary Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

    

The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 

Dave Landes 

Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 

1-970-218-0290 

1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 

bemond@fcgov.com 

cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations ———————– ———————–  ———————– 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-480-277-0893 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Bob Murphy at 970-330-9009 or mrphybob7@aol.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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