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Where's The Best Place
To Look For Buried
Treasure?
How to get started metal detecting.
By Emma Woollacott 12 Oct 2017
facebooktwitteremail
[From England comes this interesting information providing a view of the English detector scene]

I

t's something every child dreams of - and every metal detectorist too - finding buried treasure.

Nearly 1.3 million archaeological finds have been unearthed in
England and Wales over the past 20 years.
This summer, Derek McLennan was given £1.98 million for the
hoard of Viking jewellery he'd unearthed three years earlier,
and last month Mike Smale unearthed a cache of 2,000-year-old
Roman silver coins worth £200,000 in a Dorset field.
Finding treasure usually requires a bit of investment on your
part - you'll need a metal detector, costing anywhere from £30
or so up to more than £1,000.
And if you want to search on land that isn't yours, you'll need
the permission of the landowner.
But what happens if you're lucky enough to find something
valuable? What should you do, and what are your rights?
Under the 1997 Treasure Act, there's a tight definition of what
counts as treasure.

"It is terrible to contemplate how few politicians
are hanged."
- The Cleveland Press, March 1, 1921

Any metallic object, other than a coin, is treasure, as long as at
least 10% by weight of metal is gold or silver and that it's at
least 300 years old when found.
(Continued on page 3)

About The News

T

he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278
Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO. 80524.
Opinions expressed in The News are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use
of any information found in this publication is at the
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordinators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors
assume any liability for damages resulting from use
of information in this publication.
Submissions
Articles, letters and short items of interest on prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for publication may be made in writing or, preferably, in
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have
questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information.

Advertising
Classified advertising for topic related items is free
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Donations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request.
About RMPTH
RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detecting or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and conducts various field outings, as well as offers special
presentations and seminars. Active participants have
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News,
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍

Copyright
Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
The News without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article appears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mailing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their newsletter together with an exchange request.

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items!
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each
meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more
money than they came with.!
The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury.
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(Continued from page 1)

If you're lucky enough to find anything like this, you'll need to
report it to the local coroner. The Treasure Valuation Committee will then decide what it's worth, and if a museum wants to
buy it you'll share the proceeds with the owner of the land
where it was found. The money is usually split 50:50.
As for where to look, Norfolk is the county where the most
valuable finds have been made - 1,292 of them.
They include the Snettisham Hoard - a large collection of Iron
Age gold torcs and coins found between 1948 and 1973. Other
finds include Anglo-Saxon, Roman and Civil War coins.
And this time last year, an Anglo-Saxon gold pendant inlaid
with garnets was declared treasure, after being described as
'something of major significance'. If you want to know whether
treasure has been found near to you, online casino PartyCasino
has created a tool to help. (https://casino.partycasino.com/en/)
Plug in your postcode, and it will retrieve all the artefacts found
nearby, complete with descriptions and images. There are lots
of groups and societies devoted to metal detecting, and the
chances are there's one near you - there's more information
here.
"The many thousands of metal detectorists who enjoy this fascinating pastime reap benefits in a variety of ways; relaxation
away from the pressures of work or domestic life, fresh air and
exercise, and making new friends and meeting other enthusiasts," say the experts at UK Detector Net.
"But these are common to many other hobbies and there are
more particular benefits which set metal detecting apart; the
coins and artefacts recovered, the excitement and pleasure one
feels when handling them for the first time, and the inevitable
gain in knowledge of our past."
Happy hunting!
The top 10 most valuable treasure finds (PartyCasino)
1. £3,285,000 - gold and silver hoard - Staffordshire - Early
Medieval (AD 550-650)
2. £1,350,000 - coin hoard - Buckinghamshire - Early Medieval
(AD 990-1035)
3. £1,082,800 - silver-gilt cup, hack-silver and coins - North
Yorkshire - Early Medieval (AD 928)
4. £350,000 - gold hoard - Hampshire - Roman (1st Century
BC)
5. £350,000 - gold electrum torc - Nottinghamshire - Iron Age
(250-50 BC)
6. £320,250 - coin hoard - Somerset - Roman (AD 293)
7. £300,000 - gold staters - Suffolk - Iron Age (60-10 BC)
8. £290,000 - gold hoard - Buckinghamshire - Bronze Age
(1150-750 BC)
9. £270,000 - gold cup - Kent - Bronze Age (1700-1500 BC)
10. £200,000 - gold Aurei - Derbyshire - Roman (AD 286-293)
Where is the most treasure found? (PartyCasino)
1. Norfolk: 1292 finds
2. Yorkshire: 966 finds.
3. Suffolk: 768 finds
4. Lincolnshire: 697 finds
5. Essex: 683 finds
✍
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It is with much
sorrow that I
report the passing of
friend
LARRY FINNELL
in Kansas. Larry was the
primary founding
member of RMPTH and
we spent many a day
searching for treasure,
as well as muzzleloading
together.
Goodbye dear friend.
We shall meet again.
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Find of the Month
Winners
September, 2018

Most Valuable Coin:
Joe Johnston – 1913 2-1/2
Gold Coin
Oldest Coin:
Mike Noll - 1893s Barber Dime
Largest Raw Gold: No Entry
Most Raw Gold: Robert Nielsen –
Yampa River Gold
Best Bottle: Mike Noll Small Antique Bottle with
Cork
Best Jewelry:
Barb Schuldt – 14k Signet
Ring
Most Unique Find:
Tom Marschall – Recruiting
Service Pin Spanish-American
War
Token: Mike Noll – 4th Field
Artillery Exchange 5 Cent Token
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:
Robert Nielsen – Silver
Nugget

No diet will remove all the
fat from your body because
the brain is entirely fat.
Without a brain you might
look good, but all you could
do is run for public office.
Covert Bailey

Gold Glossary
Drift - In mining, a drift is defined as a horizontal passageway that is excavated along a rich vein of ore. Hard
rock mines usually use drifts to obtain the rich ore,
though, some hard rock mines are open pit.

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure
hunting without the owner's permission.
I WILL fill all excavations.
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, and private property.

Nice Finds This Month!

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy
at all times.
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.
I WILL leave gates as found.
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I
find.
I WILL NOT litter.
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left
of ghost towns and deserted structures.
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or
equipment.
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Cutaplug Metal
Detecting Tip

T

his is just a quick tip that has helped me a lot
when land and water hunting. Before I discovered nitrile I was always fiddling with different
gloves and they always seemed to be too bulky or they
would soak up water and make my hands sopping
wet and muddy. If the gloves were waterproof they
would hold in moisture and not breathe well enough
to stay dry. So I’d ended up with sweaty wet hands
and that becomes uncomfortable very quickly.

Mineral Specimen Identification
As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists!
Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions
can be downloaded
from:
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf

I was in Home depot one day and noticed a pack of
nitrile gloves and picked up a pair. The palm side of
the glove is rubberized and the back side is a thin
mesh. These gloves
allow you to dig in
damp grass and soil
while keeping your
hands dry and also
allowing them to
breathe with the
mesh backing. In
the spring when it’s
raining a lot they are
great. They are also
thin enough that you can push buttons stuff without a
problem so bulk isn’t a problem.
Another great use I’ve found for them is water hunting. Broken glass and sharp rocks can really do a
number on your fingers and the nitrile gloves are extremely durable and help protect your hands. I’ve dug
cracks and sifted through rocks and sand with them
and I rarely wear a pair out. You can pick them up for
about $10 for a pack of 10 at Home Depot and they’re
well worth it.
GL and HH!
- Cutaplug
www.cutaplug.com

Property Wanted
For Detector Hunt

✍

Refreshment Volunteers
October — Fred Sugden
November — George & Peggy Stumpf
The News, October 2018

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some
past historical activity. If you have such property or
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mattingly to plan a club field outing event.
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am sitting here at my home in Eugene, Oregon at
the end of February with a deep sensation of emptiness due to not being behind the nozzle of my
suction dredge. It is not the cold weather that keeps
me away from the Klamath River, it is the floods we
had this year. Some say it has been worse than the
1964 flood. I don't know, but I know it did a lot of
damage this year. The water in the Klamath River is
very muddy and I don't like to dredge when I can't
see. Instead I decided to write a information article on
things that I have found to work well when I do get to
go dredging.

I

ers and not diving, you are bent over in an uncomfortable position, pulling rocks above the surface of the
water to throw. It is common sense that a rock is
heavier out of water than it is under water. I believe
that diving for gold can be dangerous if you don't use
a little common sense. I also believe it is safe if you
use common sense. Most of my diving is done in chest
deep water. I use protective gear such as a wet suit to
keep me warm. I suggest at least a 7mm thick Farmer
John Style. When it gets warmer you can remove the
jacket and just use a tee shirt underneath the overall
bib on the Farmer John Style. Diving is also great because you can see the gold you are dredging up, so
you know what layer, or where on bedrock it is coming from. If you don't get your head under water with
a diving mask on you can't see the gold. I also suggest
you buy a diving mask with a purge on it. It makes it
easier to get the water out of your mask if it fills up.
To get the water out of your mask, just tilt your head
forward and blow out your nose until the water is out.

Dredging for gold for me has been one of the most
exciting and profitable recreations that there is. There
has been much written about gold dredging. Some of
the stuff written works great and other stuff didn't
work. I am going to talk about some of the things I
believe to work and some of the things I believe
sounds good, but don't work well at all. Judge for
yourself.

When I am diving, I am in a laying down position for
dredging. This is more comfortable than bending over
with waders. I believe it is easier to work a 5" dredge
than any other, because they are not much heavier
than the smaller dredges, but the will move more
gravel, have less plug ups and you can use them for
sampling large rivers to determine if a super dredge is
needed for a pay streak.

DIVING

SAMPLING

Some people think diving for gold is dangerous. I
have read some books that the author claims to be an
expert on dredging and he suggest the use hip waders
and would never dive because of the dangers of diving. Some people say that diving should only be done
after hours of specialized training.
They are also told
that diving is hard
work and that you
must be young to do
it. These people will
buy a 21/2 or 3 inch
dredge without
hookah capabilities
and work shallow
areas or where bedrock can be reached
easily. What I have
found is that they
have to work harder
to find less gold
than if they had
bought a 4 or 5 inch dredge with hookah. The main
reasons I believe this to be true is that the rocks in
the river are larger than 21/2 inches and it takes too
long to throw the rocks that would not fit in the suction hose and also they usually have one plug up after
another in the suction hose or jet tube with this
dredge. Sure they can pack them into remote areas,
but it has been my experience that a high banker
would be a better choice. When you are wearing wad-

I believe that I have wasted more time dredging by not
thoroughly sampling an area. Most of the prospectors
I see that are successful do sample an area to make
sure it is worth bringing more equipment in. I have
some new rules for myself for sampling. (1) Determine the minimum
amount of gold I
would be willing to
work for on a daily
basis. For me it is
currently 1/2 ounce.
(2) Decide how deep
you are willing to
dredge to recover
the minimum with
the equipment you
are using. I typically
say that I will remove 1 foot of overburden for every 1
inch diameter of my
suction hose. If I
use my 5" dredge,
then I would be willing to dredge up to 5 feet of overburden to recover 1/2 ounce of gold in an 8 hour
shift. If I use my 6" dredge then I will dredge 6 feet of
overburden to recover 1/2 ounce of gold in an 8 hour
shift. (3) Decide where you would like to start. I usually listen to people, read reports and look the area
over to verify that its accessibility is going to be acceptable to me. If it takes you a week to pack a dredge
in to sample, may be fine if you dredge full time, but I

Steps To Success In
Dredging
By Tom Ashworth
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(Continued from page 6)

South Pass
Mining District,
the largest
gold producing
region in Wyoming, produced
about 70,000
ounces of gold.

only have 3 or 4 days off from my job per week, so
this would not be acceptable for me. (4) Draw out a
sketch of the area. Plan a sampling pattern that will
allow you to discover any pay streaks on the claim. (5)
Dredge a sample hole of a fixed size and determine
how much you dredged. For example if you dredge a
hole 12' long X 9' Wide and 3' Deep you have just
dredged 12 cubic yards. Measure the gold and determine if you can obtain your minimum amount with
your equipment per day. For example, using the
above hole with 12 cubic yards. If I am using a 5"
dredge with a rated capacity of 12 cubic yards per
hour, I multiply the rated capacity of the dredge
by .667, which means the 5" dredge will move 8 cubic
yards per hour. Then I say I want a 1/2 ounce in 8
hours the formula works like this:
((True Dredge Capacity = (8 Cu. Yds.)) X (Number
hours worked = (8 hours))) = (Total Cu. Yds. Per day
= (64 Cu. Yds.))
Then you divide the Total Cu. Yds. Per day by the
sample size.
64 divided by 12 = 5.33 Sample factor
Then you take the amount of gold you want in 1 day
and divide it by the sample factor. In this case we
want 1/2 ounce or 10 Dwts. Per day.
10 Dwts. divided by 5.33 = 1.88 Dwts.

RMPTH TREASURE HUNT
CLUES:
#1
I’m not in Loveland and not in Fort Collins
#2
School Days,
School Days
Happy School Days
#3
Chow Time
#4
I’m in T and at 5
#5
I’m in one of these:
A Square, Triangle or Rectangle
#6
I’m Surrounded by a
Chain Link Fence
PRIZE:
2 Ounce Silver Bar
The News, October 2018

In the above illustration we would have needed to find
1.88 Dwts. in the sample hole to be of interest to me.
If I find an acceptable sample I dredge several other
sample holes that help me determine the direction
and length of the pay streak. Also it is a good idea to
drop back behind the sample hole to see how far back
and how far forward the pay streak extends.
The key to being successful at dredging is to sample.
CONCLUSION
These are just a few of things I have found to work.

✍

You are a detectorist
if you fill your holes.
But ........
You are a vandal if
you do not!
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Coffee Craving

Y

ou Know You're Drinking Too Much Coffee When...

Your T-shirt says, "Decaffeinated coffee is the devil's
blend."
You're so jittery that people use your hands to blend
their margaritas.
You can type sixty words per minute... with your feet.

You answer the door before people knock.

You can jump-start your car without cables.

Juan Valdez named his donkey after you.

Cocaine is a downer.

You ski uphill.

All your kids are named "Joe".

You get a speeding ticket even when you're parked.

You don't need a hammer to pound nails.

You speed walk in your sleep.

Your only source of nutrition comes from "Sweet & Low."

You have a bumper sticker that says: "Coffee drinkers
are good in the
sack."

You don't sweat, you percolate.

You haven't blinked since the last lunar eclipse.

You've worn out the handle on your favorite mug.

You just completed another sweater and you don't know
how to knit.

You go to AA meetings just for the free coffee.

You grind your coffee beans in your mouth.

You walk twenty miles on your treadmill before you realize it's not plugged in.

You sleep with your eyes open.

You forget to unwrap candy bars before eating them.

You have to watch videos in fast-forward.

Charles Manson thinks you need to calm down.

The only time you're standing still is during an earthquake.

You've built a miniature city out of little plastic stirrers.

You buy Half & Half by the barrel.

People get dizzy just watching you.

You can take a picture of yourself from ten feet away
without using the timer.

You've worn the finish off your coffee table.

You lick your coffeepot clean.

The Taster's Choice couple wants to adopt you.

You spend every vacation visiting "Maxwell House."

Starbucks owns the mortgage on your house.

You're the employee of the month at a coffeehouse and
you don't even work there.

Your taste buds are so numb you could drink your lava
lamp.

You've worn out your third pair of tennis shoes this
week.

You're so wired, you pick up AM radio.

Your eyes stay open when you sneeze.
You chew on other people's fingernails.
The nurse needs a scientific calculator to take your
pulse.

People can test their batteries in your ears.
Your life's goal is to amount to a hill of beans.
Instant coffee takes too long.
You channel surf faster without a remote.
(Continued on page 9)

Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check:
http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf
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(Continued from page 8)

When someone says. "How are you?", you say, "Good to
the last drop."
You want to be cremated just so you can spend the rest
of eternity in a coffee can.

Your first-aid kit contains two pints of coffee with an I.V.
hookup.
Your once clear coffee pot is dark brown because you
can't take the time to wash it.

You want to come back as a coffee mug in your next life.

Thanks to Brad Kell

Your birthday is a national holiday in Brazil.

✍

You'd be willing to spend time in a Turkish prison.
You go to sleep just so you can wake up and smell the
coffee.
You're offended when people use the word "brew" to
mean beer.
You name your cats "Cream" and "Sugar."
You get drunk just so you can sober up.
You speak perfect Arabic without ever taking a lesson.
Your Thermos is on wheels.
Your lips are permanently stuck in the sipping position.
You have a picture of your coffee mug on your coffee
mug.
You can outlast the Energizer bunny.
You short out motion detectors.
You have a conniption over spilled milk.
You don't even wait for the water to boil anymore.
Your nervous twitch registers on the Richter scale.
You think being called a "drip" is a compliment.
You don't tan, you roast.
You don't get mad, you get steamed.
Your three favorite things in life are...coffee before, coffee
during and coffee after.
Your lover uses soft lights, romantic music, and a glass
of iced coffee to get you in the mood.
You can't even remember your second cup.
You help your dog chase its tail.
You soak your dentures in coffee overnight.
Your coffee mug is insured by Lloyds of London.
You introduce your spouse as your Coffeemate.
You think CPR stands for "Coffee Provides Resuscitation."
The News, October 2018
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Calendar of Events
October Meeting
Wednesday, October 3. We will meet at The Edge
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at
6:00PM.
Meeting Agenda
6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup
7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of
the Month Program
7:30 - 7:45 Break
7:45 - 9:00 "Jade Hunting” .

RMPTH DUES
RMPTH is an unincorporated Social Club with
no income generated. All
expenses are covered by
$35 annual dues. Members are requested to
consider minor donations
at each monthly meeting
to cover refreshments.

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At
http://rmpth.com

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE
The Edge Sports Center
4450 Denrose Court
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Directions:
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the
State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building.
Page 10
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October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

11

12

13

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

7

8

9

10

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
Off-Road Detector
Hunt

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

25

26

27

November 2018
Sun

Mon

4

5

Tue

6

Wed

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17
24

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

11

12

13

14

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

The News, October 2018
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Flagstaff Dead Outlaws' Loot
On May 10, 1881, a stagecoach loaded with silver and gold
bars and coins worth over $3 million in today's money was
ambushed on a mountain outcrop near Flagstaff, Arizona.
The property of Wells Fargo bank, the gold and silver was
being transported to a branch in San Francisco.
After a spate of holdups, the bank decided to transport the
silver and gold in unmarked mail sacks in an effort to
thwart criminals, but a group of five thieves were tipped
off by a crooked bank insider, and intercepted the bullion.
The robbers made off with the sacks, with a large posse of
local sheriffs and army cavalry in hot pursuit. The bandits
were eventually tracked to a remote cabin in the mountains above Flagstaff.
The posse stormed the cabin and a frenzied shootout followed. All five robbers were killed, but despite numerous
searches of the cabin and surrounding area there was zero
sign of the silver or gold.
The owner of the cabin spent 30 years searching for the
treasure. In 1914, a local character called Short Jimmy
McGuire claimed he;s found several gold coins but
dropped dead of a heart attack before he could share its
location. Needless to say, the loot remains AWOL.

MSN News June 2018

RMPTH Field Outing Statement
NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in touch
and continue to review and plan upcoming presentations
and outings for the year on a monthly basis. Our editor
Rick Mattingly needs timely event information for each
issue of The News. Please get information about any particular event to him by the 15th of the month to meet the
printing deadline for the next issue.
Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs
are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs website.
Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and
activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned in the upcoming month are
emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings.
Contact the Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you
have any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for
fieldtrips, outings, and programs.
The best made plans may change at the last minute due
to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please
be understanding of extenuating circumstances and contact the coordinator or Trail Boss of a specific event if
there is any question of an event being cancelled or
changed at the last minute.
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Nuggets Everywhere!
Alcalde Colton’s Historic Account of the California Gold Rush from the Santa Clara Gold, November, 1998 newsletter issue of the Santa Clara
Miner's Association

C

ommodore Robert F. Stockton formally took possession of California at Monterey on July 7,
1846. He would have hauled down the Mexican
flag if there had been one. But it had worn out months
earlier and never replaced. And though Monterey was the
provincial capital, there were no Mexican officials present to hand over the reins of government.
One of Stockton’s first appointments was a new Alcalde
— a combination of mayor and judge — for Monterey.
The incumbent had left town. For this position the Commodore chose the Reverend Walter Colton, the chaplain
aboard the Commodore’s flag ship, CONGRESS.
In search of Rev. Colton’s qualifications for the job we must turn to the
eminent naval historian, Patrick
O’Brian, who states repeatedly in his
20 novels on the British navy (any
history fan who hasn’t read them is
in for a rare treat - start with MASTER AND COMMANDER) that, in
those days, captains often considered their chaplains the most educated and expendable members of
their crews.
Nearly two years after Rev. Colton
had settled in at Monterey, news
reached town of Marshall’s discovery of gold at Coloma.
A traveler rode in with a one-ounce nugget. No one was
very impressed. Then one of Colton’s former servants
arrived with $2,000 in gold. Then a rough, impoverished
-looking fellow showed up with $15,000 (all this at $16
to the ounce). He was followed by a 14-year-old boy who,
in 54 days on the Mokelumne River, had panned out
$3,476. Finally, four Monterey citizens who had hired
Indians to work for them on the Feather River rode into
town. In seven weeks they had collected $76,844 in dust
and nuggets.
John Marshall’s discovery had been made on January
24, 1848. The news had taken a mere six months to
travel the 250 miles to the capital at Monterey. That was
pretty quick for the languid pre-gold rush days in California. But those days would soon be gone forever.
In his book, TREE YEARS IN CALIFORNIA, Rev. Colton
tells us that he, Lt. Lanman and California’s military governor, Colonel of Dragoons Richard Mason. had been
(Continued on page 14)
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Solder Tipped
Screwdriver
Here’s an excellent tip for detectorists who
utilize a screwdriver probe for coins
October 28, 1997
Posted by Paul T.

T

his is a screwdriver with solder added to the
tip. This enables one to probe and retrieve
coins with much less chance of scratching the
coin. Screwdrivers are often used in place of digging
trowels because they tend to disturb the turf much
less.
The solder on the tip is much softer than copper, silver, nickel and any other metal a coin is made of.
Keep in mind that it is still harder, however, than the
patina many old coins have developed. Also, the minerals and oxides attached to the surface of a buried
coin can scratch the coin’s surface, so touching the
coin with anything, including the skin on your fingers,
can create damage. But, there is a definite difference
in "tinking" a coin with a hardened, bare screwdriver
tip, versus one that has been treated with solder.
This screwdriver is a straight slot, 6 inch blade. I
made this solder-tipped screwdriver today, and will
add it to my digging equipment. This particular
screwdriver was an older one. In fact, I believe I found
it while metal detecting, heh. You must first slightly
grind, or heavily sand the tip of the screwdriver. Then
heat it and brush some acid flux made for soldering,
then hold the tip in the flame with one hand while you
apply solder with the other. You can apply the solder
so it just barely "coats" the the tip, but it will wear off
soon. The best way is to make it adhere well, but hold
the screwdriver pointing down while you are applying
the solder so that you get a little round "ball" on the
end. This will be the part that touches the coin, thereby saving it from being scratched. It takes some finesse and practice with the soldering iron to get it on
right and to get it to stick. But once it's on there, it's
on there forever. Or at least until you wear it down
hitting rocks or whatever, which takes quite awhile.
Sorry the picture is not great, but I don't have a camera so I had to scan the screwdriver, while putting it
under a CD case, and running the hand scanner over
the top.

✍
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(Continued from page 12)

living and dining together in some style at Monterey before news of the gold strike reached town. But afterwards, all their servants went off to the diggings. The
three men found themselves baking their own bread,
grinding their own coffee, frying their own bacon and
polishing their own boots.
By mid-September of 1848, Mason and Colton decided
to visit the mountains and personally inspect the gold
fields. Gov. Mason tells of riding past wheat fields left
open to horses and cattle, of deserted mills, vacant
homes and untended farms falling to ruin. Colton writes
of meeting a weary group of men returning from the
mountains. “A more forlorn looking group never
knocked at the gate of a pauper asylum. Most of them
were dismounted, with rags bound about their blistered
feet, and with clubs in their hands with which they were
laboriously forcing their skeleton animals to advance.”
The strangers begged for bread and meat which Colton’s
party gave them, supposing they were offering it in charity. But then one of the ragged men poured out a pound
or two of nuggets upon the ground in payment. The
starving men were returning from the diggings with over
$100,000 in gold.
In a camp on the Stanislaus River, filled with experienced miners from Sonora in Mexico, Colton found 70
people working in a small ravine who were each was
panning out an ounce of dust a day. One Sonoran working up the hillside away from the others dug into a pocket from which he took two pounds of nuggets all shaped
like watermelon seeds.
A Welshman who Colton had, the previous winter, fined
for being drunk and disorderly in Monterey, greeted him
cheerfully, knelt at Colton’s feet and uncovered a oneounce nugget. “There, Senior Alcalde,” he laughed.
“Accept this and when you reach home, have a bracelet
made of it for your good lady.”
A German found a three-ounce nugget in front of Colton’s tent. Later that day, Colton himself pried a one-and
-a-half-ounce nugget from a crevice. A little girl playing
near her mother’s tent brought back a pretty rock of
pure gold that weighed six-and-a-half pounds. A 23pound lump was found a little further on.
Over the next ridge Colton visited a larger camp of several hundred Sonorans — also experienced miners — who
dug all day and gambled all night. Some of their gaming
tables were stacked at their centers with a hundred
pounds of nuggets.
Gov. Mason continued on to visit all the diggings from
the Tuolumne to the American River. He sent a report of
his journey to the Adjutant General in Washington, DC
on August 17, 1848. Lts. Sherman and Ord, stationed in
Page 14

San Francisco, suggested he send some samples of gold
along with his report. In his autobiography, William Tecumseh Sherman tells us that he and Ord found an oyster can and, with money from San Francisco’s port taxes, filled it with 14 pounds of nuggets they bought at $10
an ounce. This, along with Gov. Mason’s report, was given to Lt. Loeser to take to Washington.
Then the question arose as to how Lt. Loeser was to get
there. Sherman chartered a barque to take him from
Monterey to Peru, where he caught Britain’s October
steam ship back up to Panama which he crossed by
mule and dugout canoe to the Atlantic side where he got
a schooner to Jamaica where he found a ship to carry
him back to New Orleans. From there he telegraphed the
first official news of California’s gold strike to the War
Department.
Sherman said they hoped to get their report to Washington in time for President Polk’s State of the Union address. They barely made it in time for his Farewell message to Congress on December 5, 1848. In it Polk said,
“The accounts of the abundance of gold in that territory
are of such extraordinary character as would scarcely
command belief were they not corroborated by the authentic reports of officers in the public service, who have
visited the mineral districts, and derived the facts which
they detail from personal observation.”
The trip east had taken Lt. Loeser just under four
months. California was a long way away but tens of thousands began to prepare for the journey.
An interesting question arises from Sherman and Ord’s
purchase of nuggets at $10 an ounce. In the earliest days
of the rush, miners soon discovered that gold wasn’t
worth anything at all—unless they could find someone to
buy it. Before the rush, in California and the United
States, the prevailing wage for a day’s labor was about
one dollar. After the rush began, a days labor in California shot up to $16, the same price that was quickly set
as the value on one ounce of gold. In the U.S., however,
the price of labor remained at a dollar a day.
So how much in today’s terms were those people digging
out of the ground? Today an ounce of gold sells for
around $1,200(in 2018 dollars) or 120 times more than
it did during the 1850’s. So the bedraggled miner who
emerged from the diggings with $100,000 in 1848 would
have $12 million today!
By another measure, if the average worker earned $1 a
day then and earns $80 a day now, then their $100,000
would be worth $8 million today. Similarly, the little girl
who found the pretty rock could sell it for $40,000, and
the 14-year-old boy who returned to Monterey with
$3,476 would now have $278,080.

✍
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A Shot of Whiskey
In the old west a .45 cartridge for a six-gun cost
12 cents, so did a glass of
whiskey. If a cowhand was
low on cash he would often
give the bartender a cartridge in exchange for a
drink. This became known
as a "shot" of whiskey.

Gold Glossary
Drywasher - A common desert mining
tool. The drywasher is like a highbanker
but lacks the need for water. A drywasher operates by the use of wind. The
light junk material is blown off the top
of the sluice in the drywasher and the
gold stays on the bottom. The sluice riffles in a drywasher are backwards for
better recovery.

Gold Facts
Symbol: AU
Atomic Number: 79
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F)
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:
2.5 - 3
Karat
24K = 100% Pure Gold
18K = 75% Pure Gold
14K = 58% Pure Gold
10K = 42% Pure Gold
Troy Weights
1 grain = 0.0648 grams
24 grains = 1 penny
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams
20 DWT = 1 ounce =
480 grains = 31.10 grams
12 ounces = 1 Troy pound =

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE!
Call Rick Mattingly
at 970-669-1205
or rickmatt@q.com
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Trading Post
FOR SALE: Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at
(970) 6667-3705.
FOR SALE: A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Prospector
and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton tees. See and
order from:
http://BestBlackandGold.com.
FOR SALE: 5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hi-banker with
dredge attachment w/adjustable stand, Gold Grabber Hibanker, 125 feet hose, Rock net and steel cable, misc. fittings and valves & large metal bucket. Prefer to sell all together for $1,350 but negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at
(303) 833-6848 or
estick@live.com.
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment. Call Kathie 970-2211623
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.

NOTE:
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and
seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH.

About Trading Post
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads
for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968
evenings
or e-mail at: rickmatt@q.com
Commercial Advertising
Specifications
(Monthly Donation Rate)
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")
$30
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")
One Third Page (3" X 4")
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")

$20
$15
$ 5

Ads must be received by the 15th of the
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for
information on this service at
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:
rickmatt@q.com.

All mistakes and
misspellings were
intentionally made so
that you could have
the pleasure of finding them.
Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum
Golden, Colorado
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or
geomuseum@mines.edu
Identification of specimens is performed
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS
I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work
those claims without the owner’s permission
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licenses
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only,
and in accordance with current State and Federal
guidelines
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the
environment
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and
debris that I find - I will not litter
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to
those around me at all time
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting
and mining
I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor discharge excess silt into the waterways
I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream
I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water
I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting
and mining

San Saba Treasure

R

emember the Alamo from history class? Most
Americans are aware of the infamous siege
and battle that took place in 1836 during the
Texas Revelation at the Alamo Mission in San Antonio
when Mexican troops massacred every single one of
the mission's Texian defenders, including Davy Crockett and Jim Bowie.
The battle may be well known but fewer people have
heard about the treasure that is said to have been
buried on the grounds of the Alamo. According to the
legend, the Texians had amassed piles of gold, silver
and other precious objects to fund the revolution.
When Mexican forces besieged the Alamo, the Texian
bigwigs buried the valuables on the mission's grounds
to stop the invading troops seizing them. Now called
the San Saba Treasure, the valuables are allegedly
worth millions of dollars.
In February 1894, a young medium called Mary
Mareschal hit the headlines after convening with the
dead Texians at the Alamo. The San Antonio Express
News reported that the ghosts told her $450,000
worth of gold and treasures had been buried at the
site.
The news story ignited interest in the treasure. Yet,
despite numerous excavations of the site, no sign of
the San Saba Treasure has ever been discovered and
it's likely the story is a fanciful fabrication.

MSN News June 2018

✍
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Of Our Program Coordinators
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Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
2018 Schedule of Events
Month

Meeting Program

Trip/Activity

January

“Railhead Camps”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

February

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

March

“Coin Grading”
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin

“Denver GPAA Show”
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show”

April

“Detecting Presentation“
By RMPTH Members

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”
By Wayne Sutherland
“GPS Clinic”

May

“Mining and Refining”
By David Emslie

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space—
Signup Only”
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC”

June

“Nugget Shooting Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour”
“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Detector Challenge”
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships”

July

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

“Grasslands Detector Hunt”
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour”
“Eureka Rush To The Rockies Hunt”

August

“Geological Formations
Associated With Gold”
By Dr. Pete Mobreski

“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk”

September

“Gold Scales Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt”
“Stone Age Fair”
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show”

October

“Jade Hunting”
Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan”

“Off-Road Detector Outing”

November

“Annual “Show & Tell” &
Silent Auction”

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

December

“Annual Christmas Party”
“Find of the Year Program”
“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year”

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show”

Good Hunting in 2018!
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Rocky Mountain
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters
Contact List
RMPTH Coordinators

Home

E-Mail

President

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Vice President

Bob Murphy

1-970-330-9009

mrphybob7@aol.com

Treasurer

Dick & Sharon French

1-970-482-2110

dickyf99@centurylink.net

Secretary

Darlene Bradley

1-970-532-2344

dbmios@earthlink.net

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Finds Program

Dave Landes
Betsy Emond
Joe Johnston

1-720-985-4186
1-970-218-0290
1-303-696-6950

midnightoil45@aol.com
bemond@fcgov.com
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Presentations

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Club Historian

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Club Meeting Greeter

Barbara Schuldt

1-970-407-1336

Club Librarian

Joe Johnston

1-303-696-6950

Club Photo Librarian

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Meeting Setup

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Door Prize

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

50/50 Drawing

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

Coin Raffle

Woody Hogdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

The News Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Internet Web Site
Web Master
Volunteers/Coordinators

———————–
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

General Information Contact: Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at: http://rmpth.com

Let’s Go For The Gold !
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