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Saddle Ridge Hoard
By Wyatt Redd
Published January 5, 2018
Updated June 12, 2019
The Mystery Of The Saddle Ridge Hoard, The
Biggest Buried Treasure Find In U.S. History

T

he 1,411 gold coins discovered in the Saddle
Ridge hoard are worth $10 million dollars. Yet
no one knows who buried them.

One morning in February of 2013, much like any other morning, a couple in California were walking their
dog along their property. But on this particular walk,
one of them noticed something strange on the side of
the trail. The woman, Mary, had spotted an old tin
can poking out of the ground.
Intrigued, Mary and her husband John carefully
worked the tin out of the dirt. As they did, they uncovered something that would change their life forever:
1,411 gold coins. The coins were obviously old, minted somewhere between 1847 and 1894, but they were
in good condition. Incredibly, as the couple found out
shortly afterward, they were worth about 10 million
dollars.
It was the largest discovery of lost treasure in U.S.
history. Yet no one could figure out how it got there.
The Saddle Ridge Hoard, as the treasure came to be
known, was probably buried on the property sometime in the late 19th century. Most of the coins are
$20 gold pieces minted in San Francisco after 1854,
during the gold rush. However, there also some earlier
coins minted in Georgia, which raises the question of
how they found their way to California.

"A pessimist is one who makes difficulties of his
opportunities and an optimist is one who makes
opportunities of his difficulties."
- Harry S. Truman

Unlike most coins, many of the Saddle Ridge coins
are in pristine condition, which suggests that they never even entered common circulation. That excellent
condition is part of why the coins are so valuable.
(Continued on page 3)

About The News
The News is the official newsletter of the Rocky
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
(RMPTH): our mailing address is 1819 88th Avenue,
Greeley, CO 80634.
Opinions expressed in The News are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use
of any information found in this publication is at the
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordinators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors
assume any liability for damages resulting from use
of information in this publication.
Submissions
Articles, letters and short items of interest on prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for publication may be made in writing or, preferably, in
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have
questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information.

Advertising
Classified advertising for topic related items is free
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Donations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request.
About RMPTH
RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detecting or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and conducts various field outings, as well as offers special
presentations and seminars. Active participants have
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News,
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are
$35 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month
other than June pay partial dues of $3 per month for
months remaining prior to following June less $1. ✍

Copyright
Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
The News without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article appears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mailing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their newsletter together with an exchange request.

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items!
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each
meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more
money than they came with.!
The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury.
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(Continued from page 1)

Taken at face value, the coins are worth about
$28,000, which was a huge amount of money when
the coins were buried. But due to the rarity and condition of the coins, they’re now worth millions on the
open market.

The most likely explanation might be that the coins
were put there by a wealthy, probably slightly unhinged, person who lived on the property and simply
didn’t trust banks to keep their money safe. So instead, they buried their money somewhere on their
property and died before they could tell anyone where
it was.
It might be hard for any amateur sleuths out there to
find out the answer, since both the location of the
coins and the identity of the people who found them
are being kept secret. It’s possible that one day soon,
someone will be able to figure out how the coins ended up being buried. But for now, the secret of the largest buried treasure find in America will remain a mystery.
allthatsinteresting.com/saddle-ridge-hoard

✍

Cans of Gold Coins from the Saddle Ridge Hoard
YouTube

But why would someone bury a fortune in coins on
their property and never come back to claim them?
There are a few possibilities. Some have suggested
that the coins came from a 1901 bank heist in San
Francisco when an employee walked out with around
$30,000 in gold coins. Given the timing and the value
of the coins stolen, it would make sense.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Government has stepped in to
rule this theory out. According to the Treasury, the
coins found in the hoard don’t match those you’d expect to see from that particular bank robbery.
There’s a better chance that the coins have a more

One of the gold coins from the Saddle Ridge Hoard
YouTube

mundane origin story. They might be the life savings
of a miner who came to the area to strike it rich during the Gold Rush. But this theory isn’t the most plausible, given that by the time the coins were buried, the
Gold Rush was more or less over.
The News, September 2019
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Find of the Month
Winners
August, 2019

Most Valuable Coin:
Barb Schuldt - 1925 Wheat
Cent
Oldest Coin: Mike Ziakas - 1882
Seated Liberty Dime
Largest Raw Gold: Michael
Houser
Most Raw Gold: Bill Moore Arkansas River Gold
Best Bottle: Mike Noll - Antique
Denver Beverage Bottle
Best Jewelry:
Tom Marschall – 14k Ring
Most Unique Find:
Mike Ziakas –Antique Button
Token: Tom Marschall - Antique
Eagle Token
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil: Dan
Kelly– Agatized Wood

DENVER GEM &
MINERAL SHOW
Denver Mart
Expo Building
Gold Glossary
Heavies--minerals of high specific
gravity in a placer concentrate, also
called black sands.

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure
hunting without the owner's permission.

Finally …. Some Gold!
Nice finds folks.

I WILL fill all excavations.
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, and private property.
I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy
at all times.
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.
I WILL leave gates as found.
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I
find.
I WILL NOT litter.
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left
of ghost towns and deserted structures.
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or
equipment.
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One Ton Ore Cart

Mineral Specimen Identification

T

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists!

These carts were a type of rolling stock found on a
mine railways, used for moving ore, tailings, building
materials, and workers in the process of traditional
mining. In modern times they were seldom used.
They had been replaced by more efficient methods
such as conveyor belt system, steam powered, propane and even electric carts.

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions
can be downloaded
from:
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf

he one-ton ore carts had a few names; mine
cart, tramcar, and mine trolley were prevalent
throughout the mining industry in the early
Twentieth Century.

Back in their hay day, these ore cars were small
enough to be used in the smallest tunnels to haul
rock from the deepest darkest points, to the dump
piles.
The original mine railways, both the carts and the rail
system was made of wood. The cart to the left was
used in the early 1800’s. As time pasted the use of
iron prolong the life of the carts and rail, becoming
the cart and rail seen above.
The early use of these carts were pulled or pushed by
the men, children or animals. Gravity became prevalent and the burros and mules pulled the empty carts
back to the workings.
The use of cables to pull the heavy carts did not start
until the invention of wire rope in 1840’s. The use of
steam power and cables displaced the humans and
animals to move the ore in the larger mines.
GPOC February 2019

✍

Property Wanted
For Detector Hunt

Refreshment Volunteers
September—Volunteer Needed
October—Volunteer Needed
November– Dan Kelly

The News, September 2019

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some
past historical activity. If you have such property or
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mattingly to plan a club field outing event.
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Yukon Ho! The Klondike
Gold Rush

1894-S Barber Dime
Sold

By Mark Oliver

Written by David Williams, CNN
August 18, 2019

Published June 25, 2017

I

n the late 19th century, there was a fortune in gold
hiding in the Klondike Valley, just waiting for anyone brave enough to go north and grab it. And so
began the Klondike Gold Rush, when nearly 100,000
men left their homes to travel up to a frozen land in
search of their fortune.
The Klondike Gold Rush began in 1896 when an
American prospector, as well as several Native Americans, found gold in Bonanza Creek, located in Canada's Yukon Territory. The American and his family set
up mines there and, nearly overnight, became wealthy
beyond their wildest dreams.
However, word soon got out and everyone wanted a
piece of the action. Thousands of men signed up for
mining licenses, left their families, and risked everything for gold.

A 125-year-old dime just sold for $1.32 million

A

Utah businessman paid $1.32 million for a dime
last week at a Chicago coin auction. It wasn't just
any 10-cent piece; the 1894-S Barber Dime is one
of only 24 that were ever made, according to Stack's Bowers Galleries, which held the auction Thursday night. Only
nine of the coins are confirmed to still exist.
The coin was purchased by Dell Loy Hansen, who also
owns the Real Salt Lake MLS team. Hansen is an avid coin
collector and is working toward a collection that includes
an example of every coin ever made by the US Mint from
1792 to the present, said John Brush, president of David
Lawrence Rare Coins, who is helping Hansen curate his
collection and was in Chicago to bid on the dime.

Northern towns rapidly expanded due to the massive
influx of gold-hungry prospectors. Dawson City, in
particular, went from a population of 500 to 30,000
in just two years. It grew fast and often clumsily as it
filled up with men who had no better way to spend
their free time than drink as well as the prostitutes
that followed them there. The city was ravaged by disease and disasters, and, in a span of two years,
burned down more than once.
The prospectors of Dawson City and the surrounding
area had to struggle to dig their way through the permafrost in order to find any little glimmers of gold
that might still be unclaimed. Some would come with
glittering prizes that they’d either turn into money or
trade for supplies at the general store.
A handful came home rich. More than 400 tons of
gold was discovered in the Yukon's mountains and
valleys — but most of it came from that first find in
Bonanza Creek, in land claimed before the Klondike
Gold Rush had even truly begun.
Most prospectors gathered nothing more than a few
pennies. By 1899, the excitement had died out. People
moved on, most with nothing to show for their time in
the Klondike Gold Rush, left only to chase after the
next rumor of a real-life El Dorado. They packed their
things and left, leaving the old Klondike towns all but
empty behind them.

Credit: Professional Coin Grading Service

"When you're bidding a million dollars on a coin, it's nervewracking," Brush said. "You kind of get the sweaty palms,
because that's a lot of money."
Brush said Hansen needs only six coins to complete his
collection, but they are not available for sale. The 1894-S
is known as a Barber Dime because it was designed by
engraver Charles E. Barber, who designed many coins for
US Mints. The coins were struck at the San Francisco
Mint on June 9, 1894, the Professional Coin Grading Service said in a statement. The service certified the coin's
condition and authenticity.
The dime once belonged to Jerry Buss, the late owner of
the NBA's Los Angeles Lakers. It last went up for auction
in 1988.

https://allthatsinteresting.com/klondike-gold-rush

Another 1894-S dime sold in 2016 to an anonymous buyer
for almost $2 million.

✍

CNN
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Balloons & Gold?
An interesting tip from an unknown author located in the far north A tip for the sourdough:
Find a spot in the creek where you want to set up your equipment, then go upstream a ways. Take
about 3 feet of fishing line, attach small lead sinkers and put balloons on other end (just inflate them
with a little air).
Watch them go down the gut of the steam to see where the gold will settle.
Don’t forget to send me half for the tip!

The News, September 2019
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Two Treasure Hunters Find The Biggest In The History Of England
Harvey Schulte
One can only dream about winning the lottery or finding an enormous treasure to set them for life!
Think about it: you get lucky once and then you won’t have to worry for the rest of your life. You get
to do all the things you wanted to, with all the spare time. Two good friends had one common hobby
that dreamed the same thing. They wanted to find a treasure, no matter how small it was. Instead,
they stumble upon a hoard of Celtic gold!
A Historical Discovery
The two best friends had one single wish: to find a small item of historical value. Maybe their treasure hunting would be repaid with a couple of dollars or at least get their efforts recognized by museums.
They never dreamt that their wish would come true and make them worldwide famous!
The 50,000 Celtic coin hoard is valued at $15 million. Can you believe this? Reg Mead and Richard
Miles have found the treasure that they have always dreamed about.

Raw Arkansas Diamonds

Faceted Arkansas Diamonds

Arkansas Crater of Diamonds State Park
A few facts about diamonds in Arkansas: The first diamond was found here in 1906 by John Huddleston, a farmer who
owned a portion of the diamond-bearing crater at that time. The Crater of Diamonds has changed hands several times over
the years and several companies made unsuccessful attempts at commercial diamond mining. Lawsuits, lack of profit, and
fires are among the reasons suspected for these failures. From 1952 to 1972, this site was operated privately, as a tourist
attraction. In 1972, the State of Arkansas purchased the Crater of Diamonds for development as a state park. The park is
open throughout the year except for Thanksgiving Day, the last half of Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and New Year's Day.
https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks/crater-diamonds-state-park/digging-for-diamonds

Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check:
http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf
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"Look at it this way: think of
how stupid the average person
is, and then realize half of
'em are stupider than that."
- George Carlin

You are a detectorist
if you fill your holes.
But ........
You are a vandal if
you do not!
The News, September 2019
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Calendar of Events
September Meeting
Wednesday, September 4. We will meet at The Edge
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court,
Meeting Agenda
6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup
7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of
the Month Program
7:30 - 7:45 Break
7:45 - 9:00 "Gold Panning Tools and Techniques”

RMPTH DUES
RMPTH is an unincorporated Social Club with
no income generated. All
expenses are covered by
$35 annual dues. Members are requested to
consider minor donations
at each monthly meeting
to cover refreshments.

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At
http://rmpth.com
MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE
Fort Collins Senior Center
MAP TO
THE
MEETING
PLACE
1200
Raintree
Drive
The
Edge
Sports
Center
Fort Collins, CO 80526
4450 Denrose Ct, Fort Collins, CO 80524

Directions:
The Edge Sports Center is located southeast of the intersection of I-25 and State Highway 14
in east Fort Collins.
Page 10
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September 2019
Sun

1

Mon

Tue

2

3

Labor Day

8

Wed

4
MPTH Finds Program &
Social 6:00P

9

10

11

Thu

Fri

5

6

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

12

16

17

18

19

13
20

Denver Gem & Mineral Show

22

7
Keota Ghost Town
Tour

Denver Gem & Mineral Show

15

Sat

14
Fort Laramie &
Guernsey Oregon
Trail Outing
Denver Gem & Mineral Show

21
RMPTH Annual Coin
& Prize Hunt

23

24

25

26

27

28
Loveland Stone Age
Fair

29

30

Loveland Stone Age
Fair

October 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2
MPTH Finds Program &
Social 6:00P

6

7

8

9

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

10

11

12
Off-Road Detector
Hunt

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
Leucite Hills WY
Gold & Gem Outing

20

21

22

23

28

29

30

24

25

26

Leucite Hills WY
Gold & Gem Outing

27

31
Halloween

The News, September 2019
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Important Obituary
Obituary printed in the London
Times.....Absolutely Brilliant !!

T

oday we mourn the passing of a beloved old
friend, Common Sense , who has been with us
for many years. No one knows for sure how old
he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in
bureaucratic red tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as:

from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a
teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked
teachers for doing the job that they themselves had
failed to do in disciplining their unruly children.
It declined even further when schools were required
to get parental consent to administer sun lotion or an
aspirin to a student; but could not inform parents
when a student became pregnant and wanted to have
an abortion.

- Knowing when to come in out of the rain;
- Why the early bird gets the worm;
- Life isn't always fair;
- And maybe it was my fault.

Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches
became businesses; and criminals received better
treatment than their victims.

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you can earn) and reliable
strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).

Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your own home and
the burglar could sue you for assault.

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when wellintentioned but overbearing regulations were set in
place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual
harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a
woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee
was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was
promptly awarded a huge settlement.

RMPTH Field Outing Statement
NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming
presentations and outings for the year on a monthly
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event
information for each issue of The News. Please get
information about any particular event to him by the
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for
the next issue.
Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs
website. Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for
fieldtrips, outings, and programs.

Common Sense was preceded in death,
-by his parents, Truth and Trust,
-by his wife, Discretion,
-by his daughter, Responsibility,
-and by his son, Reason.
He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers;
- I Know My Rights
- I Want It Now
- Someone Else Is To Blame
- I'm A Victim
- Pay me for Doing Nothing
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized
✍
he was gone.

The best made plans may change at the last minute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather,
land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuating circumstances and contact the coordinator or
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any question of an event being cancelled or changed at the
last minute.
Nokta Makro Simplex Metal Detector
Page 12
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Yukon Ho! The Klondike Alma History
lma is situated in an area of high-altitude
Gold Rush
plains known as South Park. The 1895 publiBy Mark Oliver
Published June 25, 2017

I

n the late 19th century, there was a fortune in gold
hiding in the Klondike Valley, just waiting for anyone
brave enough to go north and grab it. And so began
the Klondike Gold Rush, when nearly 100,000 men left
their homes to travel up to a frozen land in search of
their fortune.
The Klondike Gold Rush began in 1896 when an American prospector, as well as several Native Americans,
found gold in Bonanza Creek, located in Canada's Yukon
Territory. The American and his family set up mines
there and, nearly overnight, became wealthy beyond
their wildest dreams.
However, word soon got out and everyone wanted a piece
of the action. Thousands of men signed up for mining
licenses, left their families, and risked everything for
gold.

A

cation History of the State of Colorado describes the early history of Alma:
Alma was established in 1872, as a result of the activity on Mount Bross at whose feet it stands. J.B. Stansell and Abram Bergh built the first house in the town
for a Fairplay merchant named James, who established a store therein and gave the place the first
name of his wife, "Alma."
It is situated at the junction of Buckskin Creek and
the Platte river, two miles below Buckskin Joe, six
above Fairplay, and at the base of Mount Bross. Mr.
Stansell also built a large ore house of logs for the
Park Pool Association. The population of Alma in
1873 was estimated at 500, and at the time of this
writing it is about the same. It is still the center of a
great mining section.

✍

Northern towns rapidly expanded due to the massive
influx of gold-hungry prospectors. Dawson City, in particular, went from a population of 500 to 30,000 in just
two years. It grew fast and often clumsily as it filled up
with men who had no better way to spend their free time
than drink as well as the prostitutes that followed them
there. The city was ravaged by disease and disasters,
and, in a span of two years, burned down more than
once.
The prospectors of Dawson City and the surrounding
area had to struggle to dig their way through the permafrost in order to find any little glimmers of gold that
might still be unclaimed. Some would come with glittering prizes that they’d either turn into money or trade for
supplies at the general store.
A handful came home rich. More than 400 tons of gold
was discovered in the Yukon's mountains and valleys —
but most of it came from that first find in Bonanza
Creek, in land claimed before the Klondike Gold Rush
had even truly begun.
Most prospectors gathered nothing more than a few pennies. By 1899, the excitement had died out. People
moved on, most with nothing to show for their time in
the Klondike Gold Rush, left only to chase after the next
rumor of a real-life El Dorado. They packed their things
and left, leaving the old Klondike towns all but empty
behind them.
https://allthatsinteresting.com/klondike-gold-rush

✍
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Alma, Colorado1885

Life should NOT be a journey to
the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and
well-preserved body,
But rather to skid in sideways Chardonnay in one hand - chocolate
in the other - body thoroughly used
up, totally worn out and screaming
"WOO-HOO, what a ride!!"
Page 13

Massive Gold Nugget
Found by Lucky Retiree
Changes his Life
Aug 10, 2019 Ian Harvey

A

massive gold nugget has been found by a lucky
Australian prospector. There may be no riskier
profession than prospecting, hunting for valuable minerals and ore in hills, valleys and rivers. It’s
risky in every sense; it’s hard on the body doing all
that climbing, digging and panning. And it’s definitely
hard on the soul, because the odds of striking it rich
are, as the saying goes, slim to none.
The vocation of prospecting – and that is surely what
it is, considering the hardships and the odds – is one
that attracts a certain kind of individual, one who can
handle great stress, and who seldom listens to reason. Prospectors often go their whole careers without
making a significant find. But they do it for the possibility of getting rich as much as they do it for the reality of getting rich.

its mark on the prospector, Day said. “When he
showed me the nugget here in the store,” he explained, “he was shaking like a leaf. He hadn’t slept in
three days.”
Gold buyers starting lining up instantly to buy the
prize, some offering as much as $160,000 (USD). Day
is still shocked by the size of the gold treasure. “I’ve
been in this business for 25 years, he marvelled, “and
this is the biggest find we have seen by one of our customers – that they’ve told us about, anyway.”
Who the find ultimately went to wasn’t known at the
time of this writing, but one thing was certain – the
anonymous prospector did not rest on his suddenlyrich laurels; he bought new equipment and headed
out to start digging again. “He certainly thinks there’s
more gold out there,” Day confirmed. “And after this,
who can say he’s wrong?” But chances are he won’t be
digging in isolation; after the attending publicity that
came along with his discovery, no doubt many prospectors, all with similar dreams, have headed out to
Ballarat too.

A prospector can go from being dead broke to being
rich beyond his wildest imaginings overnight, and
therein lies the allure. It has even happened that they
get so feverish over their dreams that they “invent”
rich veins of great value in order to talk investors into
pouring more and more money into their scheme, because they can’t bring themselves to stop digging. Or
panning. Or climbing.
Gold prospector. Photo by African Hope CC by 4.0
Fortunately for one anonymous prospector in Australia, a retired man, not listening to reason was precisely
the right thing to do. He was digging for gold near Victoria, in a place which is now “top secret”, and his
instincts told him there was something below his first
find, an old bullet.
His instincts plus his metal detector made a formidable team, and the combination led to a discovery of
gold nugget that weighed two kilos (about 4 and a half
pounds) and was so big it covered the palm of his
hand. It’s little wonder he decided to withhold his
name from the media that descended to cover the story.
According to Mark Day, who works at Gold Ballarat,
the former gold rush town, the gentleman came into
his shop looking a little dazed, confused and worse
for wear. He was nervous and sleepless, but claimed
he’d made a major find. It turned out the gentleman
was not exaggerating, Day told Channel 9 News, of
Sydney. “I told him I wasn’t a buyer, and asked him
what he meant by ‘big.’ He said, ‘two kilos,’ and I said,
‘you’ve got to be kidding!’” But as it happened, the
man was definitely not kidding. But the discovery left
Page 14

The gold nugget found.

✍

Have you ever
noticed how
nothing is
impossible for
those who don't
have to do it?
The News, September 2019

Gold Glossary

Lessons Learned

T

here are three golden rules of metal detecting that you don't
do if you want to be successful.......they are:

1. Never wear your pouch around your waist especially if its like the
one me and my brother use (nail aprons) when knocking on a door
to ask for permission, and the reason you don't do this is, the elderly woman that answers the door will greet you at the door, invite
you in, and proceed to tell you she was wondering when ya'll would
show up, take you to the back door and proceed to show you how
she wants the door frame fixed before you have a chance to ask her
for permission to metal detect her property Kenneth Cissna and I
just stood there and took it for a good 10 minutes until she was exhausted of giving carpenter instructions, and we weren't the carpenters.
2. Never carry your metal detector with you when knocking on a
door to ask for permission to metal detect......and the reason you
should not do this is.......the woman that answers the door will
greet you and then proceed to tell you she does not need her yard
trimmed today, and slams door in your face. While you stand there
with a bewildered look on your face holding a metal detector not a
weed eater.
3. When you pull up in a drive way to ask for permission to metal
detect, never just open the car door, get out, and walk to the front
door.....naw naw naw....and the reason you should never do this
is......If a Cujo is present, he's gunna surprise you the minute you
open the gate to the yard, walk around the big bushy plant in flower
bed, and there he is, all 100 pounds of Rottweiler. The chase is on,
you leap the fence, so does Cujo, and you jump/slide over vehicle
hood, and attempt to crawl through your vehicles window. At this
time, yo buddy sitting in driver seat is laughing uncontrollably while
watching you scramble for your life. I reckon there's something funny about watching such an act play out before your eyes. Now to
avoid such, after pulling up into the drive, open truck door, slam it
real hard with you still inside. If there is a Cujo present, he will
come running at the sound. This method was learned the hard way.
I'm sure there may be a few more Golden Rules to being successful
when going out to obtain permissions to metal detect private property, feel free to share your rules.
Thanks to Larry Cissna!

✍
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Lode Deposit--a
vein of mineral ore
deposited between
nonmetallic rock
layers.
Gold Facts
Symbol: AU
Atomic Number: 79
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F)
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:
2.5 - 3
Karat
24K = 100% Pure Gold
18K = 75% Pure Gold
14K = 58% Pure Gold
10K = 42% Pure Gold
Troy Weights
1 grain = 0.0648 grams
24 grains = 1 penny
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams
20 DWT = 1 ounce =
480 grains = 31.10 grams
12 ounces = 1 Troy pound =

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE!
Call Rick Mattingly
at 970-669-1205
or rickmatt@q.com
Page 15

Trading Post
FOR SALE: Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at
(970) 6667-3705.
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment. Call Kathie 970-2211623
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.

NOTE:
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and
seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH.

About Trading Post
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post for
three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads for topic
related items up to 10 lines (or 70 words) long are
free. To place an ad in Trading Post contact Rick
Mattingly at (970) 669-1205 evenings. Or
Email at: rickmatt@q.com

Commercial Advertising
Specifications
(Monthly Donation Rate)
Full Page (8 1/2” X 7”)
Half Page (3 1/4”X 7”)
One Third Page (3’X4”)
Business Card (2 3/4”X1 1/2”)

$30
$20
$15
$5

Ads must be received by the 13 t5th of the preceding
month. Contact Rick Mattingly for information on
this service at (970) 669-1205 evenings or email at:
rickmatt@q.com

All mistakes and
misspellings were
intentionally made so
that you could have
the pleasure of finding them.
Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum
Golden, Colorado
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or
geomuseum@mines.edu
Identification of specimens is performed
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS
I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work
those claims without the owner’s permission
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licenses
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only,
and in accordance with current State and Federal
guidelines
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the
environment
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and
debris that I find - I will not litter
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to
those around me at all time
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting
and mining
I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor discharge excess silt into the waterways
I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream
I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water
I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting
and mining

Lucky The Dog Nugget
Australian family finds $24G gold nugget on
family walk with dog named Lucky
By Nicole Darrah | Fox News

A

ustralian family finds $24G gold nugget on
family walk with dog named Lucky: report

An Australian family experienced a stroke of good fortune when they found a gold nugget — valued at tens
of thousands of dollars — while they were walking
their dog on Sunday.
The family's father and two daughters, who asked to
remain anonymous, were out with their dog, coincidentally named "Lucky," when they came across the
pricey nugget.
BIGGEST GOLD NUGGET IN HISTORY WEIGHING
198 POUNDS, WORTH $2.6 MILLION FOUND IN
AUSTRALIA
"I actually walked right past it but my daughter pretty
much kicked it as she was walking," the father told
the Bendigo Advertiser. "She then goes, 'Dad, is this
gold?' I said, 'I think it might be.'"
The father said they weighed the nugget at a nearby
supermarket, as they couldn't find anywhere to
properly weight it. The gold nugget weighed 20 ounces, or 1.25 pounds — a value the family claims could
be worth upwards of $24,000 USD.
"To sell it as a nugget whole, it's probably worth a little bit more than that," he told the news outlet. "We've
come on some tough times so it's really good because
we've been struggling financially. It couldn't be better
timing really."
The family's "Lucky" find was only the latest time an
Australian has been revealed to have discovered a
gold nugget.
In September, a retired man found a roughly sevenpound gold nugget worth an estimated $80,000 in the
northern Goldfields of Western Australia. He had
been searching the area with a metal detector for
years, and ultimately took him two hours to dig the
nugget out of the ground.
https://www.foxnews.com/world/australian-family-gold
-nugget-dog-lucky
Fox News' Kathleen Joyce contributed to this report.

✍
Offer Your Assistance To Any
Of Our Program Coordinators
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Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
2019 Schedule of Events
Month

Meeting Program

Trip/Activity

January

“Metal Detecting”
By Joe Johnston

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

February

“Gold Sluicing”
By Bob Murphy

“Tour of the Wyoming State Museum”

March

“Bingham Hill Cemetery”
By Rose Brinks

“Tour Sterling, CO Museum”
“Denver GPAA Show”
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show”

April

“The Mining Camps Speak“
By Beth Sagsteter

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic” at Lions Open Space”

May

“Maps, Compass & GPS”

“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC”

June

“Finding Gold In Colorado” by Kevin
Singel

“Ames Monument Tour and Metal Detecting”
“Cache Creek Gold Outing”

July

Prospecting Video

“South Pass, WY Prospecting & Detecting Outing”
“WY Metal Detecting Outing—Barb Schuldt”

August

Coin Facts
By Dave Jaeger

“Corona Pass-Rollins Pass Outing”
“Leadville Old Mines and Turquois Hunting”

September

“Gold Panning Tools and Technique”

“Keota Ghost Town Tour”
“Fort Laramie & Gurnsey Oregon Trail Outing”
“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt”
“Stone Age Fair”
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show”

October

“Meteorite Hunting”

“Off-Road Detector Hunt”
“Leucite Hills, WY Gold and Gem Outing”

November

“Annual “Show & Tell” &
Silent Auction”

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

December

“Annual Christmas Party”
“Find of the Year Program”
“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year”

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show”

Good Hunting in 2019!
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Rocky Mountain
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters
Contact List
RMPTH Coordinators

Home

E-Mail

Bob Murphy

1-970-330-9009

mrphybob7@aol.com

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Interim Treasurer

Wayne Hall

1-970-682-5035

wayneahall@gmail.com

Secretary

Darlene Bradley

1-970-532-2344

dbmios@earthlink.net

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Dave Landes
Betsy Emond
Joe Johnston

1-720-985-4186
1-970-218-0290
1-303-696-6950

midnightoil45@aol.com
bemond@fcgov.com
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Interim President
Interim Vice President

The News Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Internet Web Site
Web Master
Volunteers/Coordinators
Finds Program

Presentations

———————–

———————–

———————–

Club Historian

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Club Meeting Greeter

Barbara Schuldt

1-480-277-0893

Club Librarian

Joe Johnston

1-303-696-6950

Club Photo Librarian

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Meeting Setup

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Door Prize

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

50/50 Drawing

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

Coin Raffle

Woody Hogdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

———————–
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

General Information Contact: Bob Murphy at 970-330-9009 or mrphybob7@aol.com

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at: http://rmpth.com

Let’s Go For The Gold !
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