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More British Treasure
Two lots of buried treasure found in Gloucestershire fields. Coroner declares both finds
treasure trove at inquest.
By Janet Hughes Forest of Dean Reporter

D

etectorists have unearthed two lots of buried
treasure in fields around Gloucestershire recently. Hundreds of 16th and 17th century
coin clippings and a medieval silver stirrup-shaped
finger ring have both been declared treasure trove by
a coroner. John Feenan found the ring in a field at
Highnam and the silver coin clippings were found by
enthusiasts Gavin and Adrian Warren in a pasture in
Littledean.
Coin Clippings
They may look like trash to the untrained eye but the
detectorists knew they had stumbled on another
man's treasure. And Gloucestershire coroner Katy
Skerrett agreed they had found a piece of Gloucestershire history worth preserving.
Historical Gems
Coin clippings were shavings of coins kept for profit
to be saved and melted into bullion or used to make
new coins at a later date.
It is thought that clippings were probably deposited
after the 1690s. They were found in a pasture in Littledean buried about 15cm deep.

"Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you
want to test a man's character, give him power."
- Abraham Lincoln

Senior Gloucestershire Coroner Katy Skerrett said
that although the items are no longer functional they
fulfil the criteria of treasure.
(Continued on page 3)

About The News

T

he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278
Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO. 80524.
Opinions expressed in The News are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use
of any information found in this publication is at the
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordinators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors
assume any liability for damages resulting from use
of information in this publication.
Submissions
Articles, letters and short items of interest on prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for publication may be made in writing or, preferably, in
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have
questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information.

Advertising
Classified advertising for topic related items is free
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Donations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request.
About RMPTH
RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detecting or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and conducts various field outings, as well as offers special
presentations and seminars. Active participants have
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News,
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍

Copyright
Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
The News without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article appears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mailing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their newsletter together with an exchange request.

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items!
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each
meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more
money than they came with.!
The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury.

Page 2

The News, September 2018

(Continued from page 1)

"The objects in this find are of good silver and are
datable to the 16th and 17th centuries,” she said.
“Although they originated as coins, they are no longer
meaningfully coins as functional items, so might be
better be viewed as artefacts.
"Whatever the case, they would appear to fulfil the
criteria of treasure, according to the terms of the Act."
Details of the Clippings
This particular hoard of 468 silver objects came from
three identifiable groups of coins, the sixpence, shilling and half-crown.
The date range of the identifiable clippings range from
1554-58 to 1660-2 although a huge majority of the
clippings come from coins of Elizabeth I (1558-1603),
James I (1603-25) and Charles I (1625-49). There are
no coins of the Commonwealth period or of coins issued after 1662.

upward pointing chevrons, these are also made from
punched elongated pellets.
Mrs Skerrett said: "A similar example with a cross
engraved and ornately decorated shoulders was found
in the parish of Myddle and Broughton in Shropshire.
"Following a report from Kurt Adams, Finds Liaison
Officer for Gloucestershire and Avon, I am in agreement that this object qualifies as treasure under the
1996 Treasure Act, in terms of age and precious metal content."

Gloucestershire Alive
https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/gloucesternews/two-lots-buried-treasure-found-1886547

✍

Mrs Skerrett also declared the medieval silver stirrup
-shaped finger ring with narrow rectangular crosssection hoop as treasure after taking expert advice.

Stock image metal detectorist (Image: Perthshire Advertiser)

This is a “piece of 8” cut from a Spanish 8 Reale
silver coin, the silver dollar of old. This is how
change was made back in the day.
Thanks to Larry Cissna
Dakota Territory

Details of the Ring
The inquest heard that the bezel is expanded into a
low angular triangle that is decorated with a triple
zigzag transverse line on the front and back side and
a flat peak that has an incised cross pattern on the
top.
The shoulders are decorated with a triple transverse
line of punched elongated pellets at the top. Below
and extending down most of each side is a series of
The News, September 2018

The first newspaper in the Dakotas was printed at Sioux Falls
City on July 2, l859. That paper was The Dakota Democrat. It
must be distinguished that this paper technically wasn't a
"territorial" however. The Dakotas didn't officially become a
territory until March 2, 1861. This paper was printed on an
irregular basis and before long the name was changed to The
Independent. 1t was still in business in 1862 when the Santee
Sioux Indians raided the village. The Indians dumped the
press into the river and made off with the type metal. They
melted the type down to use to make their inlaid designs in
their peace pipes.
The Discovery Channel
http://www.discovery.com
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Find of the Month
Winners
August, 2018

Most Valuable Coin:
Mike Noll – 1906 Barber Dime
Oldest Coin:
Tom Marschall - 1868 Nickel
Largest Raw Gold: No Entry
Most Raw Gold: No Entry
Best Bottle: Mike Noll Leadville Drug Bottle
Best Jewelry:
Tom Marschall – 14k Gold
Crucifix
Most Unique Find:
Joe Johnston– U.S. Mail
Airmail Service Pin
Token: Mike Noll– Trail Bar
Cheyenne 5 Cent Token
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:
Anne Nichols– Epidote
Specimen

I decided to change
calling the bathroom the
John and renamed it the
Jim. I feel so much
better saying I went to
the Jim this morning.
Gold Glossary
Highbanker - A highbanker is a sluice box with mobility.
Instead of being put right in the creek like a sluice, the
highbanker uses a water pump to transport the water into
higher and sometimes richer placer reserves. In addition
to the ability to go just about anywhere, the highbanker
also is able to run more material in less time than the
sluice. These characteristics make the highbanker a common modern day mining tool.

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure
hunting without the owner's permission.

Good finds this month but someone is holding back on the gold!

I WILL fill all excavations.
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, and private property.
I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy
at all times.
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.
I WILL leave gates as found.
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I
find.
I WILL NOT litter.
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left
of ghost towns and deserted structures.
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or
equipment.
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"Let us permit
nature to have her
way. She understands her business
better than we do."

Mineral Specimen Identification
As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists!
Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions
can be downloaded
from:
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf

- Michel de Motaigne
RMPTH TREASURE HUNT
CLUES:
#1
I’m not in Loveland and not in Fort Collins
#2
School Days,
School Days
Happy School Days
#3
Chow Time
#4
I’m in T and at 5
#5
I’m in one of these:
A Square, Triangle or Rectangle
PRIZE:
2 Ounce Silver Bar

Refreshment Volunteers
September — Brian Bussell
October — Fred Sugden
November — George & Peggy Stumpf
The News, September 2018

Property Wanted
For Detector Hunt
RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some
past historical activity. If you have such property or
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mattingly to plan a club field outing event.
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2018 ANNUAL PAUL E. LANGE DETECTOR COIN & PRIZE HUNT
SATURDAY, September 15, 2018
9:00—2:00
Johnny & Jeanne Berndsen Property
468 W 43rd Street Loveland, Colorado

This fun detector hunt is open to all RMPTH members and immediate family ONLY. Members must have paid membership
current as of September 5 club meeting—no membership payments accepted at the hunt! Hunt entry fee for active
RMPTH members and immediate family will be $20 per person, no charge for children 10 or younger. The field will be planted
with colored pennies which will be redeemed for antique coins, and prizes. This will be a hunt based purely on luck rather than
skill, with easy to locate and recover targets for all.
Come join us for a fun hunt and collect your coins and prize finds!
Notice: Very limited restroom facilities!

Map to Berndsen property located in north Loveland, Colorado
2017 Annual Paul E. Lange Detector Coin Hunt

September 15th Paul E. Lange Detector Coin & Prize Hunt
Just a few additional notes about the upcoming hunt:
Please follow the directions to the Berndsen’s property as provided above. We want to thank Johnny and Jeanne in advance
for opening their property to the club for this annual event.
Remember, a fun event like this with good friends is hungry business! So, bring your favorite foods for the
potluck after the hunt. The club will provide eating utensils, plates, cups, napkins, and coffee. Also, remember to
bring your own lawn chairs!
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Texas trivia: What did Comanche warriors
make their shields from ? Pages from books.

Secret Seal
'Secret' 14th Century seal unearthed in
Leicestershire declared as treasure

Charles Goodnight explained it best:
"When the Indians robbed houses they invariably took all the books they could find,
using the paper to pack their shields. They
knew, as well as we did, the resistance paper has against bullets. Paper offered more
resistance to a bullet than anything to be
had upon the frontier, unless it was cotton.
The Indians knew this and stole all the
books and paper they could find.
Their shield was made by forming a circular
bow of wood two or three feet across, over
each side of which was drawn untanned buffalo hide from the neck of the buffalo, the
toughest and thickest they cold get. They
filled between the hide with paper.
In times of action, the Indian had this on
his elbow and always aimed to keep it at an
angle between you and him. Very few of the
old fashioned rifles would penetrate these
shields. The rifle I carried then (1861), and
still have, would knock a hole right through
them at any angle.
I once shot an Indian down on the Quitaque.
I did not kill him, but he dropped his shield.
Between the folds of hide was a complete
history of Rome, and the boys had considerable fun passing the sheets around and
reading them."

By atroughton | Posted: February 13, 2017

A

silver seal matrix from the 14th Century has
been found in Leicestershire.

Coroner Dr Christina Swann declared the medieval
seal matrix, used to seal documents, as treasure.
The Leicester inquest heard this week that the item
was found on September 6, 2015, by Justin Owens
on land in the Cotesbach area belonging to Richard
Vernon.
The seal matrix, which was pressed into hot wax to
form a seal, was set with a jasper gem which is
damaged.
http://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/8203-14th-centurysilver-seal-matrix-found-inleicestershire-is-declaredtreasure/story-30126755-detail/
story.html#gyvHuByGfgEkE7xG.99

✍

image: h p://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/images/
localworld/ugcimages/
276308/Ar cle/images/30126755/15853957large.jpg

image: h p://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/images/
localworld/ugcimages/
276308/Ar cle/images/30126755/15853957large.jpg
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Placer Gold
Prospecting

T

he recovery of gold placers is by far the most popular method of gold prospecting in existence today
and in the days past of the early gold rushes. Placer gold is gold that is free in the soil of the earth. Placer
gold can be recovered by many methods including but
not limited to gold panning, drywashing, dredging, metal
detecting, gold vacuums, rocker boxes, sluices, heavy
equipment and more. The various soil conditions which
exist on earth and more specifically in your chosen area
of gold prospecting plus the availability of water will determine which method is best for you and which method
of gold recovery will produce the best results. If you live
in a desert area a drywasher would be the top choice for
gold recovery. You could also have great success with a
portable water setup for panning or a quality metal detector. If you live in a area where there is abundant water
a dredge, sluice or pan might be your best option of placer gold recovery.
Regardless of what method you choose the amount of
gold bearing material you process will determine your
level of success for the recovery of placer gold. As an example if are in a gold placer area and you can drywash 1
ton of material in a day and get a gram of gold if you can
somehow increase this to 2 tons of material by the use of
a larger drywasher the amount of gold you will recovery
will increase. The same holds true for gold detectors,
these are metal detectors which are specifically designed
to find gold. The more area you are able to detect correctly in a day will increase your probability of placer
gold recovery. Just about anyone can find placer gold. It
is the easiest method of gold recovery in nature know to
man. The one thing that separates the successful placer
gold prospector from the unsuccessful ones is research.
Many people who are new to gold placer recovery often
set out to find gold without having any idea where to
look or what to look for. A veteran gold prospector can
find more gold in one day with a coffee cup and a screw
driver than almost any person who attempts to prospect
for gold for the first time, this is especially true of more
complicated equipment like gold detectors, drywashers
and dredges.
A good idea if you are new to gold prospecting is to join a
gold prospecting club and read many of the available
gold prospecting forums that are online, just like the one
on this website. Many books are also available like Arizona Gold Placers and Placering by Eldred D. Wilson or
Arizona Gold & Gems, Then & Now. This article is just a
brief introduction to placer gold and will be expanded

over time. The main thing you need to keep in mind is
don't stop reading, asking questions and doing gold placer research. All of these will help you become a better
gold prospector. One thing to keep in mind is the time
you spend in the field, nothing you can read will replace
time spent actually prospecting for gold. As the price of
gold increases the number of gold prospectors does too.
Arizona Gold Prospectors
http://www.arizonagoldprospectors.com/

✍

How to Find Scret Metal Detecting
Spots In Any Town
Cutaplug Metal Detecting
<rusty@cutaplug.com>
Every town has one. It might be Hardees or just
a small mom and pops diner where all the elderly locals go to have a cup of coffee and talk in
the mornings. It’s literally a concentration of
the oldest and wisest locals who have a deep
understanding of the local history. You could
approach and say something like this:
“My name’s Mike and I really enjoy history.
Would you mind if I picked your brain for a few
minutes and ask some questions about the local history?”
Chances are they would love to talk about the
past and reminisce about the good old days.
Some things you could ask about:
Do you know where they had any church revivals back in the day?
Picnic groves
Outdoor dances
Swimming holes
Make out spots
Boy scout camps or meetings
Kids shows
Sledding hills
Fishing spots
Carnivals
Fairs
The list can pretty much be endless here and by
asking if they recall any places like these you
might discover some long lost spot that is scattered with old coins.
GL and HH!
- Cutaplug
www.cutaplug.com

Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check:
http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf
Page 8
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Retrieve Targets Faster and Double
Your Good Finds
Cutaplug Metal Detecting
<rusty@cutaplug.com>
August 12, 2018
Digging up a target that’s only 6 inches
buried in the ground may not seem like
it would be too difficult but when you’re
trying to unearth a target that’s buried
under gravel or guarded by tree roots,
it gets a lot trickier to do. This is especially true if you’re using a hand trowel
or digging knife.
It might seem a bit expensive, but you
should think about a decent spade as
your primary digger. A spade allows
you to dig targets twice as fast as a
typical hand digger and it won't wear
you out. Look for heavy duty diggers
that will last a long time and hold up to
some abuse. I use a Lesche Sampson
Pro T-Handle and absolutely love it. If
you start finding deep targets you can
easily be digging 10” holes with rocks
or tree roots so prying is pretty common. The Lesche Pro T handle is an excellent choice and the perfect size for
most detecting.

"Don't pick a
fight with an old
man. If he is too
old to fight, he'll
just kill you."
- John Steinbeck

Another tip is to carry a small foldable
tree saw with a handle. Nothing is
worse than getting a nice coin signal at
several inches down and when you
start to dig you become tangled in a
web of roots blocking your path. A folding tree saw will rip through those
roots in a matter of seconds and allow
you to easily retrieve your target.
GL and HH!
- Cutaplug
www.cutaplug.com

You are a detectorist
if you fill your holes.
But ........
You are a vandal if
you do not!
The News, September 2018
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Calendar of Events
September Meeting
Wednesday, September 5 . We will meet at The Edge
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at
6:00PM.
Meeting Agenda
6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup
7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of
the Month Program
7:30 - 7:45 Break
7:45 - 9:00 "Gold Scales” by Rick Mattingly.

RMPTH DUES
RMPTH is an unincorporated Social Club with
no income generated. All
expenses are covered by
$35 annual dues. Members are requested to
consider minor donations
at each monthly meeting
to cover refreshments.

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At
http://rmpth.com

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE
The Edge Sports Center
4450 Denrose Court
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Directions:
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the
State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building.
Page 10
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September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

9

10

11

12

13
MPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

16

14
Denver Gem & Mineral Show

15
Denver Gem & Mineral Show
Annual RMPTH Coin
& Prize Hunt 9:00A

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

29

Denver Gem & Mineral Show

23
30

October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

11

12

13

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

7

8

9

10

MPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
Off-Road Detector
Hunt

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

The News, September 2018

25

26

27
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Battle Of Little Bighorn
Treasures

A

month before the battle, General Custer's Seventh Calvary, which was made up of 700
troops, were given four months' back pay in
the form of banknotes, silver and gold. All in all, the
pay bonanza is estimated to have been worth
$25,000, which is around $585,000 in today's money.
The troops were carrying the precious coins and bills
when they were defeated resoundingly by Lakota,
Arapaho and Cheyenne warriors, who stripped the
dead soldiers of their belongings. The hoard was gathered together and hidden away in a secret location.
Years later, Cheyenne Chief Two Moons revealed to
trader Walker P. Moncure that he knew the whereabouts of the treasure. Two Moons died in 1917 and
the tale passed into legend. In the late 1950's journalist Kathryn Wright investigated the story and eventually discovered a hidden vault in the Two Moons' tomb
on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation in Montana.
Wright found a sealed envelope supposedly containing
the location of the haul and sought permission from
the Cheyenne to open it, but when she returned to the
tomb the envelope had been stolen. What became of it

RMPTH Field Outing Statement
NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in touch
and continue to review and plan upcoming presentations
and outings for the year on a monthly basis. Our editor
Rick Mattingly needs timely event information for each
issue of The News. Please get information about any particular event to him by the 15th of the month to meet the
printing deadline for the next issue.

and the soldiers' valuables remains a bewildering
mystery.
The other lost Little Bighorn treasure is even more
valuable: a hoard of gold bars worth $18.8 million. In
the aftermath of the battle, Far West steamboat captain Grant Marsh picked up 50 wounded soldiers and
set off at breakneck speed down the river toward Bismark, North Dakota.
According to local legend, Marsh had been entrusted
with the solid gold bars worth $375,000, which he'd
been given by a group of miners for safekeeping to
prevent Native American forces stealing them away.
Weighed down by heavy cargo and passengers, the Far
West was dangerously overloaded and Marsh is said
to have removed much of the gold and buried it somewhere along the the Bighorn River, which meets the
Little Bighorn near Hardin, Montana, downstream
from the battle site.
Exactly where the gold is buried is anyone's guess.
Marsh navigated the Far West via the Yellowstone River to reach the Missouri River and the city of Bismark. Traveling for four days, the seasoned captain
made the journey in record time, the fastest ever for a
steamship.
After arriving at Bismark, Marsh brought the first
news of the Battle of Little Bighorn, which quickly
spread nationwide. As for the gold, whether it actually
existed is doubtful but the legend has persisted and
some treasure hunters believe the precious bars are
still out there awaiting discovery.

MSN News June 2018

✍

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs
are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs website.
Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and
activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned in the upcoming month are
emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings.
Contact the Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you
have any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for
fieldtrips, outings, and programs.
The best made plans may change at the last minute due
to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please
be understanding of extenuating circumstances and contact the coordinator or Trail Boss of a specific event if
there is any question of an event being cancelled or
changed at the last minute.
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Fascinating Facts
About Gold

times the total quantity of gold mined to date. However, the current cost of extracting it is more than
the gold is worth.

I

Gold is so malleable that a single ounce of it (about
the size of a quarter) can be beaten into a thin continuous sheet measuring roughly 100 square feet.
That means it would take 576 ounces (or just 36
pounds) of gold to completely cover a football field,
or a whopping 367,211 ounces (or about 11 tons) of
gold to completely blanket all of Central Park.

All the gold that has ever been refined throughout
history could be placed in a cube measuring 65.5
feet (20 meters) on a side.

One ounce of gold can be stretched into a thin wire
measuring only five microns, or five millionths of a
meter, thick, that would reach in a straight line
from midtown Manhattan across Long Island Sound
to Bridgeport, Connecticut—a distance of 80 kilometers or 50 miles.

t has been estimated that, worldwide, the total
amount of gold ever mined is 152,000 metric
tons, only enough to fill 60 tractor trailers. In
comparison, each year 907 million metric tons of
iron are produced worldwide. This is equivalent to
6,000 times the total gold produced throughout history.

More than 90 percent of all gold ever used has been
mined since 1848, when gold was discovered at
Sutter's Mill, California, sparking the greatest gold
rush of all time.
Gold nuggets are solid lumps of gold. Nuggets are
rare, making up less than 2 percent of all native
gold ever mined.
Only one out of a billion atoms of rock in Earth's
crust are gold. (If expressed by weight abundance, it
is five parts per billion, but by numbers of atoms it
is about one atom of gold per billion.)
Oceans are the greatest single reservoir of gold at
Earth's surface, containing approximately eight

Page 14

Nearly 40 percent of all gold ever mined was recovered from South African rocks.
Gold leaf may be only 0.18 microns (seven millionths of an inch) thick; a stack of 7,055 sheets
would be no thicker than a dime.
The visors of astronauts' space helmets receive a
coating of gold so thin (0.00005 millimeters, or
0.000002 inches) that it is partially transparent.
The astronauts can see through it, but even this
thin layer reduces glare and heat from sunlight.

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Most gold—78 percent of the yearly gold supply—is made into jewelry. Other industries, mostly electronics, medical, and dental, require about 12 percent. The remaining 10 percent of the yearly gold
supply is used in financial transactions.
Culture of Gold
The oldest worked-gold objects, the products of the ancient Thracian civilization, were made as early as 4000 BC, and were discovered at a burial site in Varna, Bulgaria.

Gold Glossary
Hard Rock Mine - A hard rock mine is
a tunnel that is dug into solid rock for
the sole purpose of finding valuable or
precious rocks, minerals, or metals.
Gold originates deep within the earth
in places called Pockets. The pockets
are filled with gold, heavy ore, and
quartz.

In the Aztec language, the name for gold is teocuitlatl, which means
"excrement of the gods."
For the Inka and other peoples of the Andean region of South
America, gold was the "sweat of the sun," the most sacred of all deities.
The original story of El Dorado—"the gilded one"—described a ritual
in which the chief of the Andean Muisca nation, covered in gold
dust, made offerings of gold into a mountain lake. Spanish conquistadores of the 1530s were gripped by the story; eventually it
turned into the legend of a lost city of gold.
Virtually all of the Inkas' golden treasure was melted down, first in
a vain attempt to ransom their captured king. Then, after his execution, more gold was commandeered to fill the coffers of the Spanish treasury.
The "Welcome Stranger," the largest gold nugget ever recorded, was
found in Victoria, Australia, in 1869. It weighed 78 kilograms
(about 172 pounds). When it was melted down, it produced 71 kilograms (156 pounds) of pure gold.

Gold Facts
Symbol: AU
Atomic Number: 79
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F)
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:
2.5 - 3
Karat
24K = 100% Pure Gold
18K = 75% Pure Gold
14K = 58% Pure Gold
10K = 42% Pure Gold
Troy Weights

The largest gold nugget believed to exist today is the "Hand of
Faith," a 60-pound specimen discovered in Victoria, Australia, in
October, 1980. It is currently on display at the Golden Nugget casino in Las Vegas.
Today, India is the world's largest consumer of gold. South Asian
jewelry is generally of higher purity than western jewelry—22 karats, compared to 14 karats.
The Federal Reserve Bank of New York holds the world's largest
accumulation of monetary gold. The vault is 25 meters (80 feet) beneath the street and holds $147 billion worth of gold bullion. The
bedrock of Manhattan is strong enough to support the weight of
the vault, its door, and the gold inside.

American Museum of Natural History

✍
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1 grain = 0.0648 grams
24 grains = 1 penny
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams
20 DWT = 1 ounce =
480 grains = 31.10 grams
12 ounces = 1 Troy pound =

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE!
Call Rick Mattingly
at 970-669-1205
or rickmatt@q.com
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Trading Post
FOR SALE: WHITES XLT DETECTOR. In excellent
condition with headphones, accessories and extras.
Asking $350. Contact Donna at )970) 663-4760 or
dchrisflute@gmail.com
FOR SALE: Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many
cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at
(970) 6667-3705.
FOR SALE: A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Prospector and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton
tees. See and order from:
http://BestBlackandGold.com.
FOR SALE: Minelab SD2200 Gold Nugget Metal
Detector: 10-1/2" Mono Super Coil, 10-1/2" SD Series Super Coil, two batteries w/wall & car charger,
headphones, backpack, waist battery pack, signal
enhancer, extra lower stem, instruction booklet &
video, carry case. Ready to go for the gold. New
Price: Only $875.00 . Contact Paul at
(970) 482-7846.
FOR SALE: 5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hibanker with dredge attachment w/adjustable stand,
Gold Grabber Hi-banker, 125 feet hose, Rock net
and steel cable, misc. fittings and valves & large metal bucket. Prefer to sell all together for $1,350 but
negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at (303) 833-6848 or
estick@live.com.
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment. Call Kathie 970
-221-1623
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or
used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.

NOTE:
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and
seller only and involves no financial benefit to
RMPTH.

About Trading Post
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads
for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968
evenings
or e-mail at: rickmatt@q.com
Commercial Advertising
Specifications
(Monthly Donation Rate)
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")
$30
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")
One Third Page (3" X 4")
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")

$20
$15
$ 5

Ads must be received by the 15th of the
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for
information on this service at
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:
rickmatt@q.com.

All mistakes and
misspellings were
intentionally made so
that you could have
the pleasure of finding them.

Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum
Golden, Colorado
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or
geomuseum@mines.edu
Identification of specimens is performed
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS
I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work
those claims without the owner’s permission
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licenses
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only,
and in accordance with current State and Federal
guidelines
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the
environment
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and
debris that I find - I will not litter
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to
those around me at all time
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting
and mining
I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor discharge excess silt into the waterways
I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream
I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water
I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting
and mining

The Bugs Are Really Bad This Year

Diamond Facts
Diamonds have a clean outer surface and are never muddy, dirty, or even wet. This fact was used by early diamond miners to separate the diamonds from other heavy
materials. The diamond bearing ore was washed over a
grease table. This is simply a sloping table coated with
lard or animal fat. While the gravel would become wet and
pass over the table, the diamonds would remain dry and,
therefore, become embedded in the lard. Several times
throughout the day the lard would be scraped off of the
table and melted to release the trapped stones. The end
product was diamonds ready for hand sorting.

Offer Your Assistance To Any
Of Our Program Coordinators
The News, September 2018
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Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
2018 Schedule of Events
Month

Meeting Program

Trip/Activity

January

“Railhead Camps”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

February

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

March

“Coin Grading”
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin

“Denver GPAA Show”
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show”

April

“Detecting Presentation“
By RMPTH Members

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”
By Wayne Sutherland
“GPS Clinic”

May

“Mining and Refining”
By David Emslie

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space—
Signup Only”
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC”

June

“Nugget Shooting Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour”
“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Detector Challenge”
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships”

July

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

“Grasslands Detector Hunt”
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour”
“Eureka Rush To The Rockies Hunt”

August

“Geological Formations
Associated With Gold”
By Dr. Pete Mobreski

“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk”

September

“Gold Scales Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt”
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show”

October

“Jade Hunting”
Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan”

“Off-Road Detector Outing”

November

“Annual “Show & Tell” &
Silent Auction”

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

December

“Annual Christmas Party”
“Find of the Year Program”
“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year”

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show”

Good Hunting in 2018!
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Rocky Mountain
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters
Contact List
RMPTH Coordinators

Home

E-Mail

President

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Vice President

Bob Murphy

1-970-330-9009

mrphybob7@aol.com

Treasurer

Dick & Sharon French

1-970-482-2110

dickyf99@centurylink.net

Secretary

Darlene Bradley

1-970-532-2344

dbmios@earthlink.net

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Finds Program

Dave Landes
Betsy Emond
Joe Johnston

1-720-985-4186
1-970-218-0290
1-303-696-6950

midnightoil45@aol.com
bemond@fcgov.com
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Presentations

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Club Historian

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Club Meeting Greeter

Barbara Schuldt

1-970-407-1336

Club Librarian

Joe Johnston

1-303-696-6950

Club Photo Librarian

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Meeting Setup

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Door Prize

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

50/50 Drawing

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

Coin Raffle

Woody Hogdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

The News Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Internet Web Site
Web Master
Volunteers/Coordinators

———————–
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

General Information Contact: Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at: http://rmpth.com

Let’s Go For The Gold !
The News, September 2018

Page 19

The News
Rocky Mountain Prospectors &
Treasure Hunters Club
278 Sierra Vista Drive
Fort Collins, CO. 80524

SEPTEMBER, 2018 ISSUE

