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Unusual Home Finds 
 
SakshiApril 23, 2018 
historyMysteryNews 

 

 
 
Discovering something unexpected into the house is 
not a usual thing. Not many people have found some-
thing extraordinary in their house. So, we have got a 
big list of people who discovered something extraordi-
narily interesting in their house. 
 

Usually The Contractors 
 
In most of the cases, the discoveries are made by the 
outsiders or the descendants of people who knew 
about the secrets of the home. Most commonly, the 
secrets come out during the time of renovation or re-
modeling of the residence. And mostly it is contrac-
tors that make the discovery. There is a big list of 
contractors who accidentally unraveled many secrets 
of the house that the owners did not know about. An 
interesting story about an unexpected discovery in-
cludes contractor Bob Kitts who made a jaw-dropping 
discovery in a home some years ago. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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T 

he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters 
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278  

Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO.  80524. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍ 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 

Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.  
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items! 

 
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each 

meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more 
money than they came with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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These are some of the latest major discoveries re-
vealed in the continuing chronicle of the United 
States’ greatest sunken treasure, according to the 
California Gold Marketing Group (CGMG). 
 

"We have finished carefully examining and catalog-
ing the $5, $10 and $20 gold Territorials we took 
possession of earlier this year that were retrieved 
from the SS Central America in 2014. It was exhila-
rating to see these gold coins created by major assay-
ers from the height of the Gold Rush: Humbert; Kel-
logg; Moffat; Wass Molitor; and the U.S. Assay Of-
fice," said CGMG Managing Partner Dwight Man-
ley. 
 

"There are an unprecedented fifty Kellogg & Co. $20 
coins, including two monumentally rare, uncirculated 
coins. Ten of those 50 were found together in a pile 
with other coins on the Atlantic Ocean seabed off the 
coast of the Carolinas. Each of the 105 recovered 
Territorials is a remarkable part of American history 
and a tribute to the memory of the fabled ship, the 
passengers, crew and the era," stated Manley. 
Professional Coin Grading Service 
(www.PCGS.com) now has certified these retrieved 
treasure coins. 
 

Among the highlights of the SS Central America 
Territorial coins are: 
 

• The second finest known 1854 Kellogg $20, 
graded PCGS MS62+. 

• The second finest known 1855 Kellogg $20, 
PCGS MS61. 

• Two rare 1855 Wass Molitor Small Head variety 
$20 gold coins that are among the finest known with 
one graded PCGS AU58 and the other PCGS AU55. 
A rare 1853 U.S. Assay Office $20 "884 THOUS" 
variety, PCGS AU55+. 

"The very rare 884 THOUS variety, representing a 
gold content fineness of .884 purity, was struck for 
only eight days in February and March of 1853 be-
fore they switched to the more acceptable ‘900 
THOUS’ standard," explained Bob Evans, the chief 
scientist on the 1980’s missions that first located and 
recovered a portion of the fabulous SS Central Amer-
ica treasure and then assisted with the 2014 recovery. 
 

This rare 884 THOUS variety 1853 U.S. Assay Of-
fice $20, graded PCGS AU55+, is one of the Territo-
rial gold coins recovered from the SS Central Ameri-

(Continued on page 8) 

SS Central America 

Treasure 
 

SS Central America Treasure Includes Rare 
Territorial Gold Coins 

 
by CoinNews.net on July 9, 2018  
 

S ome of the finest known Kellogg & Co. and 
Wass Molitor & Co. San Francisco gold coins 
are among the 105 historic California Gold 

Rush Territorial coins recovered during the last expe-
dition to the fabled "Ship of Gold," the SS Central 
America, that sank in 1857. 

 

The latest SS Central America sunken treasure re-
covery yielded the second finest known 1854 Kel-
logg $20 Territorial gold coin, now graded PCGS 
MS62+. Photo credit: Professional Coin Grading 
Service www.PCGS.com. 
 

The headline-making recovery also includes a rare 
variety U.S. Assay Office $20 coin and an unusual 
counterstamped Wass Molitor $5 gold piece. 

 

One of the finest known 1855 Wass Molitor Small 
Head variety $20 gold coins, PCGS AU58, is part of 
the latest SS Central America recovered sunken 
treasure. Photo credit: Professional Coin Grading 
Service www.PCGS.com. 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 

CODE OF ETHICS 

 

 

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 

I WILL fill all excavations.  
 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 

I WILL leave gates as found.  
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 

I WILL NOT litter.  
 

I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 

I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
Drift - In mining, a drift is defined as a horizontal pas-
sageway that is excavated along a rich vein of ore. Hard 
rock mines usually use drifts to obtain the rich ore, 
though, some hard rock mines are open pit. 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

July, 2018 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Joe Johnston – 1917 Wheat 
Cent 
Oldest Coin:   
    Mike Noll - 1916-D Wheat 
Cent 
Largest Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Most Raw Gold:  Chuck Russell – 
Leadville 
Best Bottle:  Joe Johnston -  
    Manitou Company Beverages 
Best Jewelry:   
    Mike Noll – Antique Cuff Link  
Most Unique Find:  
    Joe Johnston – 1/10 Ounce 
Silver Round 
Token: Dewey DeCost – Antique 
Token 
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:   
    Mike Noll – Arrowhead 
 
 
 
 
 
Finds were somewhat scarce this 
month but the items which were 
submitted were quite interesting 

finds. 

"I have had a  
perfectly wonderful 
evening, but this 

wasn't it." 
-Groucho Marx 
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Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 

 

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 

Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 

will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 

from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 

http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

 

Hit Something Strange 
 

 
 
It happened when Bob Kitts was doing some work of 
remodeling in the house of Amanda Reece. He was 
remodeling the walls of the bathroom of the house 
when his tool hit something unusual. There was a lot 
of money stashed inside the wall tracing its history to 
Great Depression. The owner clearly had no idea 
about the hoarding of money inside the walls of her 
bathroom. The house was 83 years old and evidently 
had a very interesting story buried under it. Can you 
guess the amount of the money Bob discovered? Click 
on the next slide to find out. 

 
Bob first spotted two green lockboxes kept below the 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
August — Rick Mattingly 
September — Brian Bussell 
October — Fred Sugden 
November — George & Peggy Stumpf 
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medicine chest. The envelope in which the money was 
stored bore a return address for the P. Dunne News 
Agency. As soon as Kits discovered the secret treasure, 
he called Amanda Reece. Needless to say that the owner 
was equally surprised by the discovery. Subsequently, 
Bob and Amanda counted the money. The wall had 
stashed grand total of $182,000! The envelope 
had $157,000  and the cardboard box had  $25,000. 
Bob called his discovery “the ultimate contractor fanta-
sy.” Despite discovering such a big amount the two re-
mained at loss. Find out why in the next slide. 
 

The Greed Case 
 

 
 
As they say, too much greed is not good for anyone. 
After discovering the money, Amanda offered Kitts 
10  percent of the amount but Kitts wanted 40 percent 
of that. Their brawl captured people’s attention and 
soon the secret became an open secret and everyone 
came to know about it including the 21 descendants of 
the owner of the money, Patric Dunne. What could be 
distributed between the two only now had to be dissem-
inated among 23 people?  A lawyer who advocated from 
the side of the estate of Patrick Dunne called it “the 

(Continued from page 5) greed case.” He said, “If these two individuals had sat 
down and resolved their disputes and divided the 
money, the heirs would have had no knowledge of it.” 
He continued “Because they were not able to sit down 
and divide it in a rational way, they both lost.” 
 

 
 
The case certainly did a lot of harm to the Amanda 
and contractor. The descendants filed a lawsuit of 
$182,000 in order to defend their part. However, till 
then a great amount of money had been wasted by 
Amanda. She splurged around $14,000 arranging for 
a trip to Hawaii. Not just that, she also claimed that 
the amount of $60,000 had been stolen from her. 
Consequently, the great amount had reduced to a mi-
nor sum. The claimants had to content themselves 
with a small part of the cash. Not every discovery is 
exciting some could be the harbinger of extremely bad 
events!  

 

NewsD 

July, 2018 

h�ps://newsd.co/ 

 
✍ 

Denver-Fort Logan  

 
In March 1887, Lt. General Phil Sheridan came to Denver and, after viewing the 11 sites suggested by the 
local citizens’ 
 
committee, he selected a tract south of Bear Creek nearly 10 miles from downtown Denver. By September, 
arrangements to purchase the land were completed and in October the first soldiers arrived from forts in 
Kansas. They first camped on a ranch near the new military reservation. On 31 Oct. 1887, the troops 
moved onto the grounds of the “Camp Near the City of Denver,” marking the official beginning of the fort. 
People in the area referred to the camp as “Fort Sheridan,” although no official name had been designated. 
However, before his death in 1888, General Sheridan indicated he preferred to have his name associated 
with a fort north of Chicago, which had unofficially been called “Fort Logan” in honor of the U.S. senator 
from Illinois who had introduced legislation in Congress to create the fort. The new post near Denver was 
officially named “Fort Logan” in April 1889. 
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Gold Boulder Of  

Summitville 
 

From The Mining Record November, 1976 
 

T he largest amount of gold ever found in a single 
specimen in Colorado is contained in a 114 
pound volcanic rock valued at more than $3 

50,00.00, which will be presented to the Denver Mu-
seum of Natural History on November 19, 1976. The 
boulder was discovered next to a mine access road in 
Summitville on October 3, 1975. It was found on land 
leased by the world wide mining and metals company 
from Reynold’s Mining Company, a pioneer Colorado 
mining firm. Reynold’s representatives, Mrs. G.H. 
Garrey and John Tippit have donated their interest in 
the specimen to the museum on behalf of the de-
scendants of A. E. Reynolds. 
 
When discovered, the specimen Weighed 141.5 
pounds. It contains an estimated 350 troy ounces, or 
almost 30 troy pounds of gold. (12 troy ounces equal 
one troy pound.) According to Jack Murphy, curator 
of the museums department of geology, the boulder 
may be one of the largest masses of gold in matrix 
preserved and placed on public exhibit in the United 
States. “Among the many veinlets of gold in the boul-
der,” curator Murphy said, “there is one that is one 
inch thick at it’s widest part> It goes through the en-
tire mass for about 12 inches. There is more gold visi-
ble in that one vein alone than started most gold rush-
es to Colorado and other states in the 1840’s and 
‘50’s.” 
 
The “Gold Boulder of Summitville” is not a true nug-
get, which is defined as a piece of solid gold, usually 
rounded and worn down by the action of running wa-
ter, Murphy explained. The “Gold Boulder of Sum-
mitville” is a volcanic rock with an abundance of crys-
talline gold in veinlets and particles that are scattered 
throughout the entire mass. The specimen is 21 inch-
es from side to side, a foot thick, and 14 inches from 
top to base. It was not found in a rock outcrop, but 
rather as a “float”, or as an isolated boulder on a 
hillside. Mr. Ellithorpe was operating a bulldozer and 
stopped at the spot where the boulder lay quite by 
accident; a pickup truck was stalled there, and need-
ed assistance. While he was climbing back on his bull-
dozer he noticed a yellow streak gleaming in the late 
afternoon sunlight and was attracted to the boulder. 
 
The gold contained in the newly donated specimen is 
three times more than the gold in the museums exhib-
ited “Tom’s Baby”, the restored remnants of the larg-
est piece of gold ever discovered in Colorado. “Tom’s 
Baby” contained 103 troy ounces, or 8 1/2 troy 
pounds of gold and is not a true placer nugget, but a 
mass of crystallized gold that was found in a rock ma-

(Continued on page 9) 

The Alaska Gold Rush 
 

"Like soldiers marching 
to the insistent beating 
of a drum, they set off 
with pounding hearts, 
mouthing pat slogans 

and often enough  
believing them..."  

 
-Pierre Berton, Klondike  
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check: 
 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf 

PCGS VF30. It apparently had years of use in the 
goldfields and must have stories to tell!" 

 

Here is a listing from CGMG of the 105 Territorials 
from the latest "Ship of Gold" recovery. 
 

$20 denomination (total of 77 coins): 
1854 Kellogg & Co. (26 coins) 
1855 Kellogg & Co. (24) 
1853 Moffat & Co. (5) 
1853 US Assay Office 884 THOUS (1) 
1853 US Assay Office 900 THOUS (19) 
1855 Wass Molitor & Co. Small Head (2) 
$10 denomination (13 coins): 
1849 Moffat & Co. TEN DOL. (1) 
1849 Moffat & Co. TEN D. (2) 
1852/1 Humbert (1) 
1852 Humbert (1) 
1852 US Assay Office ( 3) 
1853 US Assay Office 900 THOUS (1) 
1852 Wass Molitor & Co. Small Head (1) 
1852 Wass Molitor & Co. Large Head (2) 
1855 Wass Molitor & Co. (1) 
$5 denomination (15 coins): 
1849 Moffat & Co. (11) 
1850 Moffat & Co. (2) 
1852 Wass Molitor & Co. Small Head (2) 
 

A complete inventory of U.S. and world coins and 
assayers’ ingots recovered in 2014 will be listed in 
an upcoming book, America’s Greatest Treasure 
Ship: The SS Central America, The Second Journey, 
by Q. David Bowers and Manley. It will be pub-
lished by the California Gold Marketing Group later 
this year. 
 

The SS Central America was a 280-foot long, three-

masted side-wheel steamship carrying tons of Cali-
fornia gold that had been shipped from San Francis-
co to Panama when she sank in a September 1857 
hurricane during a voyage from Aspinwall (now Co-
lón), Panama to New York City. The loss of the gold 
cargo was a major factor in the economically devas-
tating financial panic of 1857 in the United States. 

(Continued on page 9) 

ca. Photo credit: Professional Coin Grading Service  
www.PCGS.com. 

Evans is the curator of the treasure. "We also found 
five 1853 Moffat & Co. $20s," Evans revealed. "It 
was really exciting to locate these because we didn’t 
recovery any Moffat $20s during any of the earlier 
expeditions." 

 

One 1852 Wass Molitor $5 Small Head variety gold 
coin was counterstamped, "W.W.LIGHT/
DENTIST," by a Sacramento, California dentist. 

 

A Small Head variety 1852 Wass Molitor $5 gold 
coin, with a counterstamp advertising Sacramento 
dentist W.W. Light, is among the 105 California 
Gold Rush Territorial coins recovered during the last 
expedition to the fabled Ship of Gold, the SS Central 
America. Photo credit: Professional Coin Grading 
Service www.PCGS.com. 
 

"It’s pretty cool!," exclaimed Evans. "It’s graded 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Two mysterious 
people live in my 

house. 
Somebody and  

Nobody. 
Somebody did it and 
Nobody knows who. 

You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

The California Gold Marketing Group LLC of Brea, 
California acquired the 2014 treasure from Ira Owen 
Kane, Receiver for Recovery Limited Partnership 
and Columbus Exploration, LLC in a court-approved 
transaction in November 2017. In 1999, the group 
acquired all of the available treasure that was recov-
ered in the 1980s. 
 

July, 2018 
Coinnews.net 
 

✍ 

(Continued from page 8) 

trix on Farncomb Hill near Breckenridge. According to 
Jack Murphy, the “gold Boulder of Summitville” is 
quite different and is not so aesthetic in appearance 
because of the lack of crystallization that “Tom’s Ba-
by” shows. “It must be interpreted in a different man-
ner,” he explained, “in the historical perspective of it’s 
discovery 100 years or more after the great gold rush-
es, and it’s total content of some 30 troy pounds of 
gold. It also has important scientific value as a unique 
example of how gold forms in a particular type of vol-
canic environment. Students of mining and mineralo-
gy should find it quite interesting, and it was for it’s 
value as a museum display specimen rather than as 
an ore sample that it was donated by Asarco to the 
Denver Museum of Natural History.”          
 
✍ 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
The Edge Sports Center 

4450 Denrose Court 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 

Directions: 
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the 

State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.  
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building. 

August Meeting 
Wednesday, August 1. We will meet at The Edge 
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at 
6:00PM.  
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of  
  the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 “Geological Formations  Associated With 
  Gold” By Dr. Pete Mobreski 

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 
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August 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

10 11 
Clear Creek Gold 
Outing 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Vic’s Gold Panning 
at Black Hawk  

26 27 28 29 30 31  

September 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

14 15 
RMPTH Annual Coin 
& Prize Hunt” 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       
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RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in touch 
and continue to review and plan upcoming presentations 
and outings for the year on a monthly basis. Our editor 
Rick Mattingly needs timely event information for each 

issue of The News. Please get information about any par-
ticular event to him by the 15th of the month to meet the 

printing deadline for the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs 
are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs website. 

Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and 
activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongo-

ing basis. Events planned in the upcoming month are 
emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings. 
Contact the Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you 
have any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last minute due 
to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, land access, ve-
hicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please 

be understanding of extenuating circumstances and con-
tact the coordinator or Trail Boss of a specific event if 
there is any question of an event being cancelled or 

changed at the last minute. 

Snake Bites 
 

Here’s What Hikers Need to Know 
About Treating Snake Bites 

 

I n an attempt to enjoy a lovely hike at Roxborough 
State Park, my day out was ruined and years 
were taken off my life when I encountered this 

guy: 
 

Photo courtesy Laura Cromwell 
 
I unwittingly walked past him as he was nestled on a 
bed of leaves adjacent to the trail path when he hissed 
and coiled up to get me away from his comfort zone. 
Somehow, in a split second, I managed to bolt about 
ten feet and then I turned around to see him violently 
flicking his tail in my direction. I frantically patted 
down my legs just in case he bit me, remembering 
how fast a snake can bite a human without them real-
izing it right away. 
 
I was too close to the summit of Carpenter Peak to 
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turn back, but all I wanted to do was go home. I knew 
there were snakes in the area and, being raised in the 
south, I knew to avoid going off-trail and was mindful 
when moving over logs and rocks in case a snake was 
resting on one. 
 
Even with this knowledge, nothing prepares you for 
seeing a snake within spitting distance. 
 
Maybe we both scared each other. Maybe we both 
overreacted. Either way, we both wanted nothing to 
do with one another and that was just fine by me. 
 
On the way back down the trail, I was left wondering 
what I would have done if I had gotten bitten. I had 
nothing more than water, snacks, and a cell phone in 
my bag and only one of these items would have 
proved useful. With this fresh fear dominating my 
mind I began to read up on what to do when bitten by 
a snake on a trail. 
 
1. Remain calm. Had I been bitten I would have totally 
blown this one. 
2. Sit down. Your blood pressure is likely to drop low 
enough to cause you to faint. 
3. Don’t apply a tourniquet. Cutting off circulation allows 
the venom to become more concentrated and will re-
sult in more cell damage. 
4. Call for help. Dial 911 or the Snake Bite Poison Line 
at 1-800-222-1222. 
5. Keep affected area below heart level. Doing so slows 
the flow of venom. 
6. Remove anything constric ng near the bite. Swelling is 
imminent and the last thing you want is a ring or 
watch cutting off circulation. 
7. Let the bite bleed for 15-30 seconds. 

8. Don’t cut the area and don’t suck out the poison. These 
methods are outdated and actually make the situation 
worse. 
9. Don’t apply a cold compress. Cold prevents healthy 
blood circulation from getting to the bite. 
10. Slowly and calmly get yourself to safety. Running like 
hell to get help will do more harm than good. If you 
have a partner, lean on them or have them carry you 
if able. 
 
To be quite honest, if the snake I met had been ven-
omous and had, in fact, bit me, I probably would be 
dead. Sure, I knew how to avoid them but I didn’t 
know what to do when bitten. It seems the only time 
snake bite safety is discussed is after the encounter 
happens. While I put off hiking for a few weeks, I’m 
ready for the next time I meet a snake on the trail. 
 
✍ 

Jewelry Markings 
 
Gold (K= karat) (P= Plum) Plum is high quality 
(purity) when a P is added. (example 18KP) 
 
10K......41.7%pure 
12K......50% pure 
14K......58.3% pure 
18K......75% pure 
22K......91.2% pure 
24K......99.9% pure 
 
Gold Filled Markings (W1/20 14K G.F.) what it 
means: W=weight, 
 
1/20 = 5% gold, G.F. = Gold Filled. Gold Filled is 
300 times 
thicker than gold plating. Gold filled is bonded to 
brass or bronze with 
(fusing) heat & pressure. By law 5% of its total weight 
must be gold. 
 
Gold Plating: 
Thin coating of gold over a base metal (Electroplating) 
A gold plated 
item will be marked 18K or 14K HGE (Heavy Gold 
Electroplating) 
Gold plating is 7 - 100 millionths of an inch thick. 
 
Silver: 
 
Sterling is 92.5% silver, 7.5% copper 
Sterling Markings are .925, STER, STERLING. 
Sterling from England are marked by a Lion Hall-
mark. 
Silver Filled items are marked 1/20 silver filled. 
Vermeil is sterling silver covered by an electroplating 
of gold. 
 
Platinum: 
 
Markings are PLAT, or PLATINUM, and maybe 
marked .900 or .950 
 
✍ 
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About Coin Depth 
 

W hy are some older coins very shallow when 
newer coins are deep at the same sites? 
How can a new coin sink deeper in a few 

years than an old one in over 80 years? 
 
The Density of Soil 

The density of inorganic soil is from 2.6 to 2.8 and 
any object of greater density, including coins, would 
eventually sink until the density of the soil equaled 
the density of the object. 
 
The Sink Rate 

The sink rate is determined by the difference in den-
sity, the greater the density the faster the sink rate. 
Contributing factors are vibration, rain, frozen soil, 
grass buildup, leaves and a few others. 
 
How often the ground gets saturated can be a much 
bigger driver of coin depth than any minor differ-
ences in soil density. Until the ground directly be-
neath the coin becomes saturated to the point 
where the dirt becomes suspended in the water, and 
can move to the sides of the coin due to the coin 
weight, then little depth due to sinking can occur. 
 
That's why many coins seem to end up in the 6-8 
inch range - it takes a real soaker to move them 
deeper. So maybe the discrepancies in coin depth 
can be attributed to minor differences in the local 
drainage. The finer the soil particles, the easier they 
get suspended and the faster the sink rate. 
 
Chart of Densities 

Here is a chart of the densities of some of the com-
mon metals we find with metal detectors, also the 
differences in the density of different metals and a 
major difference between most of them and soil. 
Looking at the chart below, the dime should sink a 
lot farther than the penny, because the gravity is 
twice as high on silver as copper is? I know I've 
found silver just under the grass and then dug 6" or 
7" for a clad penny. Nothing worse than getting a 
deep signal, dig it and it's a clad penny! 
 
The good stuff is sinking faster than the trash. No 
wonder not many gold coins are being found! 
 
The good stuff is sinking faster than the trash. No 
wonder not many gold coins are being found! 
 
Density of Precious Metals 

Platinum 21.45 
Gold 19.3 
Silver 10.5 
Copper 9.0 

Densities of Some Common Metals 

Aluminum 2.7 
Lead 11.4 
Magnesium 1.8 
Steel 7.8 
Tin 7.3 
Zinc 7.1 
Iron 7.87 
 
 
Carol K Tripp, SD 
http://metaldetectingforum.com/ 
 
Thanks to the Eureka Soundoff Newsletter January 
2010 
 
✍ 

Whites GMT Detector 
 

T he White's GMT is a good choice for a low end 
gold detector. By using the term low end I don't 
mean cheap quality, just low price. The GMT 

can be purchased for about $800.00 new and $500.00 
used. It does have some problems with Arizona's heav-
ily mineralized areas but can handle them decently 
with effort and practice. It can find gold as small 
as .02 gram with my experience and of course larger 
pieces. The fact that the GMT is a VLF or very low fre-
quency detector means it can discriminate iron trash 
very well. In fact from my experience I'd say the dis-
crimination is 99.9% accurate on trash. The digital 
scale normally shows gold at 25 or lower. What I am 
referring to is the digital "scale" called "Probability of 
Iron". You can see the scale below in the picture, the 
ground balance is set at 77, the amount of mineral is 
00, and the one little rectangular bar over the 0 to the 
right of 25 is what I am referring to. 
 
The real upside to this unit is if you hunt old mine 
dumps or tailings piles. This is where the true dual 
purpose of this gold detector comes into play. While 
the more expensive pulse induction (PI) gold detectors 
will outshine the GMT or any VLF for the most part in 
the washes and hillsides they won't be able to match 
the GMT's performance in mine dumps and tailings. 
Not only will the GMT find more gold in old mine tail-
ings and mine dumps it will also tell you when a target 
is just an old nail or piece of iron junk accurately. It is 
also not affected by power lines like the more expen-
sive PI units. It is also much lighter in weight than the 
more expensive PI units if that is a concern for you. 
So if you are looking for an entry level gold metal de-
tecting gold prospecting machine that will do ok hunt-

(Continued on page 15) 
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Gold Glossary 
 
Drywasher - A common desert mining 
tool. The drywasher is like a highbanker 
but lacks the need for water. A dry-
washer operates by the use of wind. The 
light junk material is blown off the top 
of the sluice in the drywasher and the 
gold stays on the bottom. The sluice rif-
fles in a drywasher are backwards for 
better recovery.  

Symbol: AU 

Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 

Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 
Specific Gravity: 19.2 

MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  
2.5 - 3 

 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 

18K = 75%    Pure Gold 

14K = 58%    Pure Gold 

10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 

Troy Weights 

 

1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 

ing washes and hillsides for gold and will absolutely shine in old mine 
dumps and tailings the GMT might just be the ticket. If you want to 
ask questions of other users of the GMT please join our online forum. 
 
 
Arizona Gold Prospectors 

(Continued from page 14) 
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All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

 
About Trading Post 

 
  The News runs classified ads in Trading Post 
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads 

for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70 
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading 
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968 

evenings  
or e-mail at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 
Specifications  

(Monthly Donation Rate) 
 
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")          
 $30 
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")         $20 
One Third Page (3" X 4")           $15 
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")    $  5 
 

Ads must be received by the 15th of the  
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for 

information on this service at  
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:  

rickmatt@q.com. 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 

Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  
geomuseum@mines.edu 

 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabo-
chons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
FOR SALE:  A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Prospector 
and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton tees. See and 
order from: 
http://BestBlackandGold.com.  
 
FOR SALE:  5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hi-banker with 
dredge attachment w/adjustable stand, Gold Grabber Hi-
banker, 125 feet hose, Rock net and steel cable, misc. fit-
tings and valves & large metal bucket. Prefer to sell all to-
gether for $1,350 but negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at 
(303) 833-6848 or  
estick@live.com. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970-221-
1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Con-
tact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH. 
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 

 

I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 

 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 

 

I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 

I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 

 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 

 

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 

 

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 

India’s Many Treasures 
 

In India, a Missing Key to a Temple’s  
Treasure Vault Ignites a Furor 

 
By Kai Schultz and Suhasini Raj 
 
July 14, 2018 
 
PURI, India   
 

A  group of men in loincloths assembled outside 
a 12th-century temple on a hot April day in 
Puri, India, preparing to venture deep inside 

to a pitch-black vault where piles of gold and silver 
jewelry were stored under lock and key. 
 
To enter Jagannath Temple, dedicated to an im-
portant Hindu deity, the group of 16 archaeologists, 
Hindu priests and government officials had to pass 
through metal detectors. Their skimpy loincloths 
were required as a security measure along with oxy-
gen masks in case the vault, unopened for more than 
three decades, lacked breathable air. 
 
Their instructions were simple: Check the structural 
integrity of the vault and ignore the millions of dol-
lars’ worth of antiquities stashed inside. 
 
Anyone who spends much time in India’s Hindu tem-
ples is accustomed to being just steps from extreme 
wealth. Locked away in hundreds of the country’s 
largest temples is a staggering amount of gold, weigh-
ing as much as 8.8 million pounds, the World Gold 
Council has estimated. Under current market rates, 
that stockpile would be worth roughly $160 billion. 
 
New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/14/world/asia/india
-jagannath-temple-key-gold.html 
 
✍ 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January 

“Railhead Camps” 
By Rick Mattingly 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February 

“Love Tokens” 
By Rick Mattingly 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

March 

“Coin Grading” 
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin 

“Denver GPAA Show” 
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show” 

April 
“Detecting Presentation“ 

By RMPTH Members 

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”  
By Wayne Sutherland 

“GPS Clinic” 

May 

“Mining and Refining” 
By David Emslie 

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space— 

Signup Only” 
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 

June 

“Nugget Shooting Presentation” 
By Rick Mattingly 

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour” 
“Clear Creek Gold Outing” 

“Detector Challenge” 
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships” 

July 

“Cache Hunting” 
By Rick Mattingly 

“Grasslands Detector Hunt” 
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour” 

“Eureka Rush To  The Rockies Hunt” 

August 
“Geological Formations  
Associated With Gold” 
By Dr. Pete Mobreski 

“Clear Creek Gold Outing” 
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk” 

September 
“Gold Scales Presentation” 

By Rick Mattingly 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October 
“Jade Hunting” 

Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan” 
“Off-Road Detector Outing” 

November 
“Annual “Show & Tell” &  

Silent Auction” 
No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2018! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 

2018 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 

RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  President Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205  rickmatt@q.com 

  Vice President Bob Murphy 1-970-330-9009 mrphybob7@aol.com 

  Treasurer Dick & Sharon French 1-970-482-2110 dickyf99@centurylink.net 

  Secretary Darlene Bradley 1-970-532-2344 dbmios@earthlink.net 

    

The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 

Dave Landes 

Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 

1-970-218-0290 

1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 

bemond@fcgov.com 

cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations  Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205  rickmatt@q.com 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-970-407-1336 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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