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TIME TO PAY THE RENT AGAIN! 
 

YEP, ANNNUAL DUES FOR ALL MEMBERS 
ARE DUE DUES FOR EITHER INDIVIDUAL 
OR FAMILY ARE $35.PAY YOUR DUES AT 
THE JULY MEETING SO THAT WE CAN 

KEEP THE LIGHTS ON! 

Fabled SS Central 
America Treasure 
 

Fabled SS Central America Treasure Reveals  
Extremely Rare, Gem 1856-S Dime 

 
June 14, 2019 

T he SS Central America, the famous “Ship of 
Gold” that sank in 1857 carrying tons of Califor-
nia Gold Rush-era treasure, continues to reveal 

astonishing numismatic surprises. 
 
The latest find is an extremely rare mint condition 

(Continued on page 3) 

coinweek.com/us-coins/fabled-ss-central-america-treasure-
reveals-extremely-rare-gem-1856-s-dime 

Retrieved in latest SS Central America sunken treasure recov-
ery, top rarity is now graded PCGS MS65 CAC, tied for finest 

known 
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The News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 
(RMPTH): our mailing address is 1819 88th Avenue, 
Greeley, CO 80634. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$35 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $3 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June less $1.  
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 

Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.  
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items! 

 
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each 

meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more 
money than they came with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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CGMG acquired all the coins retrieved in 2014 from 
SS Central America as well as most of the coins found 
in the 1980s recovery expeditions. The group took pos-
session in January 2018 of the sunken treasure recov-
ered in 2014, and a meticulous coin-by-coin, ingot-by 
ingot examination has continued since then. 
 
“We will publicly display this top rarity for the first 
time at the American Numismatic Association’s 2019 
Chicago World’s Fair of Money , August 13-17, at booth 
1615,” announced Manley. 
 
PCGS officials say it was a thrilling moment when the 
coin arrived there for grading. 
 
“The recovered treasure from the SS Central America 
continues to put the PCGS grading team in awe. Seeing 
a silver coin that spent well over 100 years at the bot-
tom of the ocean emerge in such incredible condition is 
a numismatic dream,” stated Brett Charville, President 
of PCGS, which has certified all the recovered SS Cen-
tral America coins submitted by CGMG over the years. 
John Albanese, President and Co-Founder of Certified 
Acceptance Corporation (CAC), described the 1856-S 
dime as, “A beautiful frosty gem! Hard to believe it was 
on the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean for 157 years!” 
 
Central America purser’s lockbox. The bag is shown 
here still unopened and moments after its recovery 
from the Atlantic Ocean in 2014. Photo credit: Califor-
nia Gold Marketing Group.” 
 
width=”400″ height=”417″ />During the 2014 recov-
ery expedition, two canvas bags were found in the bot-
tom of the lockbox, and one bag contained more than 
8,000 dimes. 
 
“It quickly became obvious that this was the ‘cash box’ 
of the ship, a truly marvelous historical find,” said Bob 
Evans, the chief scientist on the 1980s mission that 
first located and recovered a portion of the fabulous 
sunken treasure and who served in that same role and 
as a numismatist with the 2014 recovery. 
 
“I saw the 1856-S after I already had examined around 
4,000 other dimes from the purser’s bag. That big bag 
sat in the dark, cold, swampy, anaerobic (lack of oxy-
gen) interior of an iron safe for 157 years. But when I 
first saw it, I could see this dime was mint state,” ex-
plained Evans. 
 
“I saw the obverse first and assumed it was an 1856 
New Orleans Mint or a Philadelphia Small-Date in high
-grade, not uncommon among these dimes. I flipped it 
over expecting to see either no mint mark or an O. I 
remember my audible, ‘Well, at long last!,’ somewhat 
stunned response to the S mint mark dime as I held it 
in my gloved fingers. It is truly a wonderful, miracle 
coin, and the fact that it is the only 1856-S dime from 
the SS Central America treasure makes it all that 
much more special,” stated Evans. 
 
The SS Central America was a 280-foot long, three-
masted side-wheel steamship carrying tons of Califor-

(Continued on page 15) 

 

Mary Rose Gold Coin Purse 
 
Gold coins recovered from the wreck of the Mary Rose, which sank in 1545. 
A single coin was roughly a day's wages for the vice admiral, or more than a 
month's pay for an ordinary seaman. 

1856 San Francisco Mint Liberty Seated silver dime 
that is now tied for finest known and described as a 
“miracle” coin by one of its discoverers. 
 
Recovered in 2014 with thousands of other dimes in 
the ship purser’s iron lock box but only recently exam-
ined and cataloged, the coin now has been graded 
PCGS MS65 CAC. It is one of only two known at that 
grade and with none higher. 
 
“The 1856-S dime has an incredibly rare mintage of 
only 70,000; a mere $7,000 in face value. 
 
In fact, the Professional Coin Grading Service Popula-
tion Report indicates only 11 uncirculated 1856-S 
dimes that weren’t put into circulation or melted! This 
example stayed pristine with full luster after a century 
and a half in the ocean environment,” said Dwight 
Manley, Managing Partner of the California Gold Mar-
keting Group (CGMG). 
 
“It is among the crème de la crème, the best-of-the-best 
of coinage from this amazing sunken treasure,” stated 
Manley. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 
CODE OF ETHICS 

 
 
I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 
I WILL fill all excavations.  
 
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 
I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 
I WILL leave gates as found.  
 
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 
I WILL NOT litter.  
 
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
Heavies--minerals of high specific 
gravity in a placer concentrate, also 
called black sands. 
 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

June, 2019 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Tom Marschall - 1953 Quarter 
Oldest Coin:  Tom Marschall - 
1949 Quarter 
Largest Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Most Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Best Bottle:  No Entry 
Best Jewelry:   
    Tom Marschall – 14k Gold Ring 
Most Unique Find:  
    Mike Noll - Antique Army ID 
Tag 
Token: Ryan - Antique Bus Token 
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:   
    Ken Siders - Quartz Crystal 
Specimen 
 
 
 

Nice finds this month, but 
where’s the gold? 

A Shot of Whiskey 
In the old west a .45 cartridge 
for a six-gun cost 12 cents, so 

did a glass of whiskey. If a cow-
hand was low on cash he would 

often give the bartender a car-
tridge in exchange for a drink. 
This became known as a "shot" 

of whiskey. 
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Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 
RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 
 
As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 
Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 
from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
July—Virgil & Linda Kapperman 
August—Bob Murphy 
September—Volunteer Needed 
October—Volunteer Needed 
November– Dan Kelly 

Iron Age Coin Cache 
 

P air of metal detector friends discover three 
quarters of a TON of Iron Age coins worth 
£10m buried in a field in Jersey after searching 

for 30 years 
 
Two metal detector enthusiasts have uncovered Eu-
rope's largest hoards of Iron Age coins - up to 50,000 
gold and silver coins which have lain buried for 2,000 
years. 
 
Daily Mail 
Published June 26, 2012 
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tracked down the family of the last owner of the home 
and brought it back to them. 
 
 
Belgian Bonanza 
 
As workers demolished a house in France they were 
suddenly jarred when one of them discovered 600 
gold coins in the cellar after the rattling of a shell-
shaped container.The coins dated to 1870 and were 
Belgian, which was known since King Leopold II had 
his face on them. Reports came out that the coins 
could be worth up to €100,000. 
 
 
Darn Valuable Door Stop 
 
This is a bit of a humdinger because it's tough to wrap 
your head around how a bust winds up as a door 
stop. But that's what happened, it just took 270 years 
for someone to figure out the person who left there 
was a door knob. The bust used as a door stop was 
made by French sculptor Edmé Bouchardon and 
dates to 1728. It was found holding a door open on 
an abandoned shed in Balintore, Scotland. It was a 
bust of politician Sir John Gordon and was throught 
to be worth $1.8 million. 
 
 
Golden Parachute 
 
How much does $3.7 million in gold weigh? Around 
220 pounds. How does someone find that out? By 
discovering that much gold in a house they inherited 
in Normandy, France. In sum, there were 5,000 gold 
pieces, two bars of 12 kilos, and 37 ingots of 1 kilo. 
The descendent found gold when he started moving 
furniture. He found a tin box of coins screwed to the 
underside of a piece of furniture, an old whisky box 
and other spots. All the gold was purchased back in 
the 1950s and '60s, according to The Guardian. 
 
 
Treasure Chest of Nostalgia 
 
Our friend from earlier, Freaktography checks in 
again with another unique treasure of a find. He en-
tered another abandoned home and instead of finding 
wads of cash, he found a treasure chest of nostalgia. 
Vintage toys from the 70s and '80s filled the old 
home, things like a CHiPs tricycle for a toddler, Bar-
bie dolls, a Star Trek lunchbox and Star Wars action 
figures. Some of those old memorabilia items could 
be worth money to the right person. 
 
 
Terrifying Turn 
 
We'll consider this one a unique treasure because an 
experience such as this is truly a unique treasure if 
you can find the humor in it. A while back police in 

(Continued on page 7) 

Coin You Believe It? 
 
 

I t's probably the closest anyone has come to swim-
ming in coins like Scrooge McDuck but back in 
2007, Jeff Bidelman knocked down a wall in aban-

doned home and nearly got showered with old coins. 
Bidelman entered a home that had been abandoned 
for almost 20 years at the behest of the family that 
owned the home. There had long been rumors that 
the former families members had hidden money in 
the walls but no one was quite sure of the veracity of 
those rumors. It might be one of the few times where 
a rumor was actually worth something because Bidel-
man discovered around $100,000 to $200,000 worth 
of old coins that date from 1826 to 1964. The haul 
included Liberty dimes and large one cent coins. 
 
 
Painting Payoff 
 
How do you stumble upon $2.5 million? Ask the fami-
ly in France that did exactly that when they discov-
ered the abandoned apartment of a 91-year-old wom-
an in the family died.The woman had abandoned the 
apartment before World War II so in a way the family 
opened a time capsule when they entered the apart-
ment. But the really surprising thing they found 
turned out to be an original painting by Giovanni 
Boldini, a famed Italian portrait painter, of the one-
time resident of the apartment, Marthe de Florian, 
and it included a hand-written note from Boldini. De 
Florian was a courtesan in the later part of the 19th 
century and had a brief romance with Boldini. De Flo-
rian's granddaughter inherited the apartment and 
painting but fled to the south of France as the Nazis 
invaded France and never returned. But the rent got 
paid on time until De Florian's granddaughter died in 
2010. That's when the family asked experts to come 
in and inventory the possessions. The painting even-
tually fetched $2.5 million at auction. 
 
 
Mayan Mega-Find 
 
Things from the early 20th century and 19th century 
are fun but try going back a few more years, like 
1,500 to 2,300 years ago. A junk removal specialist 
discovered Mayan artifacts in an old barrel that could 
be nearly 3,000 years old. The artifacts were valued at 
$16,500. 
 
 
Honing in on a Hoard 
 
Urban explorers often aren't expecting to find things 
other than an adventure and a view of an old building 
but an urban explorer who goes by Freaktography, got 
more than he bargained for when he entered an aban-
doned home.As he explored and photographed the 
home he discovered rolled up cash that totaled 
$6,800. But he didn't pocket any of it. Inside he 
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Gold In Alaska 
 

"(By) 1897, gold mining in the Turnagain Arm had 
been underway for several years. Traces of gold 
were first reported in Alaska by Russians on the 

Kenai River in 1834 and again in 1850-51. In 1890, a 
prospector named Alexander King paid off his grub-
stake at the old Russian trading post at Kenai with 
four pokes of gold. Up to that time, the shallow wa-
ters and treacherous bore tides of Turnagain Arm 

had served to keep prospectors away. The discovery 
of gold by King attracted the attention of local pro-
spectors, and in 1893/94 claims were filed on Res-
urrection Creek and its tributaries. Discoveries on 
Canyon and Mills Creeks the following year set off 
the first "rush" in which some 3,000 gold seekers 

flocked to the Turnagain Arm during 1896."  

the Houston area received a phone call from a con-
cerned resident who reportedly found a tiger. Only 
the person who made the phone call wasn't calling 
from their home. The allegedly entered an aban-
doned home to smoke pot and stumbled upon a 
tiger. The tiger was caged in the home's garage and 
police facilitated moving it to an animal sanctuary. 
 
 
Finding Value in Abandoned Homes 
 
We'll end on a good story about trying to make the 
best out of a bad situation. The number of aban-
doned homes and buildings in Detroit surged fol-
lowing the Great Recession. As of 2018, there are 
around 22,000 abandoned homes in Detroit, ac-
cording to the Metro Times. The abandoned home 
total has decreased through the years and while 
Detroit grapples with how to repurpose empty lots, 
there are people out there trying to salvage what 
they can from the abandoned houses. Reclaim De-
troit is an organization specializing in removing 
valuable items, reselling them and saving tons of 
debris from going to landfills. Wood from the old 
homes finds new life in the form of butcher block 
bar or even guitars, according to the Detroit Free 
Press. 
 
 
MSN June 2019 
 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

Dude! - Woodpecker on Red Bull Miners showing off their candle lighting 
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check: 
 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf 
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You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

Search High and Low 
By Pat Hughes 

 
When looking for a treasure that may have been 

hidden or lost long ago, remember that the Earth 
is constantly in flux geologically. 

 
All rivers and lakes will become fields and all 

grassy areas will become water. It is why one can 
find sea fossils on the highest mountains and 

why a chest that was buried in the ground may 
be underwater today. Even though the location in 
all the documentation of a treasure may state it 
is hidden in the ground, it may be worthwhile to 

search under that lake. 
 

www.LostTreasure.com Newsletter 10-20-2015 

Silver Coins 
 

Go here today and find silver coins 
 
Cutaplug Metal Detecting <rusty@cutaplug.com> 
Today, 9:35 AMrickmatt@q.com 
 

M ost parks are located on streets and have 
some open properly across from old houses. 
While the field at the far end of the park 

might look bland and uninviting it can actually be a 
honey hole for old coins and other lost items. 
 
Back in the day kids didn’t have cell phones or video 
games so they were almost always playing outside. 
Instead of playing in the back yard many of them 
would meet at the closest open area to play games 
like baseball or kickball. Large grassy areas across 
from houses provided the perfect environment for 
gatherings. 
 
Most detectorists think that the area next to the pavil-
ion or close to parking will be the best spot so they 
neglect those open areas off in the distance. My sug-
gestion is to get a large coil that will cover a lot of 
ground and try some open grass across from old 
houses at your next park. I think you’ll be surprised 
at what you can find. 
 
GL and HH! 
 
- Cutaplug 
 
www.cutaplug.com 
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Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
Fort Collins Senior Center 

1200 Raintree Drive 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 

Directions: 
The Edge Sports Center is located southeast of the intersection of I-25 and State Highway 14 

in east Fort Collins. 

  July Meeting 
Wednesday, July .. We will meet at The Edge Sports 
Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court, 
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of 
the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 "Prospecting Videos”  

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 

 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
The Edge Sports Center 

4450 Denrose Ct, Fort Collins, CO 80524 
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July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

4 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 
Independence Day 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
South Pass WY 
Prospecting & De-
tecting Outing 

14 
South Pass WY 
Prospecting & De-
tecting Outing 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
WY Detecting Out-
ing 

28 29 30 31    

August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

8 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 
Independence Day 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Corona Pass—
Rollins Pass Outing 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in 
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming 

presentations and outings for the year on a monthly 
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event 
information for each issue of The News. Please get 
information about any particular event to him by the 
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for 

the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting pro-
grams are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs 
website. Planning is a work in progress and addi-
tional outings and activities are added and some-

times deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned 
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the at-

tendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the 
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have 
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last mi-
nute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, 

land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meet-
ing sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuat-

ing circumstances and contact the coordinator or 
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any ques-
tion of an event being cancelled or changed at the 

last minute. 

 Roman Gold Coin Cache 
 

B uilders demolishing the former Cressoni thea-
tre in Como were stunned to discover the 
cache last Wednesday. The Roman coins will 

be examined and dated before ending up in a muse-
um, officials said. 
 
Published September 9, 2018 
 

 
 


I came into this 
world with nothing 

and I still have most 
of it left. 
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Mammoth 552-Carat  
Diamond 
 

Largest Discovered in North America, Un-
earthed 

 
By Katherine Hignett On 12/15/18  
 

A  mammoth 552-carat yellow diamond found in the 
Northwestern Territories of Canada was revealed 
by a mining company Friday. 

 
Dominion Diamond Mines said the diamond - which is 
roughly the size of a hen’s egg - is likely the largest ever 
unearthed in North America. 
Read more: Diamonds found in meteorites that crashed to 
Earth come from a lost planet of the early solar system 
 
The mammoth rock was discovered deep in the Diavik 
mine, which lies some 135 miles south of the Arctic Circle. 
The mine is operated by the Rio Tinto Group and Domin-
ion Diamond Corporation. 
 
The diamond measures about 1.2 inches by 2.2 and 
shines a cool yellow. “The color and texture of the dia-
mond are a unique example of the journey that natural 
diamonds take from their formation until we unearth 
them,” said Kyle Washington, Chairman of Dominion Dia-
mond Mines, in a press release. 
 
The diamond won't be sold in its current form, but will be 
cut and polished by experts in the near future, the release 
stated. 
 
Large diamonds like this are incredibly rare for the region. 
Back in 2015, the Diavik mine yielded its then-largest dia-
mond, a 187.7 carat gem known as Foxfire, industry pub-
lication Mining.com previously reported. At 552.74 carats, 
the latest find is “completely unexpected,” Dominion re-
ported. 
 
A 71-year-old grandmother recently stumbled upon a near-
three carat ice-white diamond at Arkansas's Crater of Dia-
monds State Park. Initially mistaking the diamond as a 
piece of glass, the incredible find was revealed at the 
park’s Diamond Discovery Center. 
 
“This white diamond is about the size of a pinto bean and 
is shaped somewhat like a fingernail. Several brownish, 
freckle-like marks along the surface give the gem a unique, 
one-of-a-kind appearance,” said park official Waymon Cox 
in a statement. 
 
At the time of its September discovery, the gem was the 
largest uncovered at the site so far in 2018. 
 


A Ton Of Gold 
 

Interesting stuff from the Internet 
 

April 19, 1997 
Posted by Reese 

 
While on a prospecting and TH trip to Nevada I ran into some folks 
who were TH'ing the same area. After talking to them for a while it 
was real evident that they had not done much research. They were 
looking for a "documented" ton of gold that had been hastily buried 

by the Spaniards.  
 

I asked them how big a ton of gold was. The reply, "about the size 
of a refrigerator." I've since asked several other people and have 

gotten similar replies. To enlighten those of you just beginning (and 
some who aren't) here's some weights, measures and comparisons. 

 
Gold has a specific gravity of around 19.2. That means it weighs 
19.2 times more than water. Water weighs 8.337 pounds/gallon. 
There are 7.48 gallons in a cubic foot (c.f.) and it weighs 62.36 

pounds Avoirdupois (AV) at 60 degrees Fahrenheit. Therefore, a 
cubic foot of gold would weigh in at around 1,197.31 pounds AV on 

the old bathroom scale.  
 

But since we don't use Avoirdupois to measure precious metals, 
let's convert that to Troy weight. An ounce Troy does not weigh 

the same as one ounce AV. The common denominator for converting 
Troy to Av or vice-versa in the grain. There are 7,000 grains (grs.) 
in an Av pound, and 5,760 in a Troy pound. An Av ounce equals 437.5 
grs and there are 16 ounces to the Av pound. The Troy ounce is 480 
grs., and there are 12 ounces in a Troy pound. Now, let's put these 

weights into perspective. An 8 fluid ounce coffee cup contains 
about 14.44 cubic inches (one Fluid ounce=1.805 cubic inches). If it 
were full of gold, it would weigh about 10 lbs. on the bathroom scale 

or a little over 12 lbs Troy.  
 

Now that you've got the basics, how big is that ton of gold? That's 
right, just about the size of the average filing cabinet drawer, or 

1.67 cubic feet. 
 

Remember that the next time you see the guy in the movies pick up 
a gold bar twice the size of a common brick with each hand, and not 

even grunt. 
 

Good hunting!          



Page 14 The News, July 2019 

Indiana Treasure Tale 
 

Did rock point out buried treasure?  
It remains a mystery. 

 
Bob Kriebel, For the Journal & Courier Published May 13, 
2019 
 

T he Lafayette Journal on June 15, 1912, contained a 
story, headlined "Rocks Point Out Buried Treasure" 
which said that a rock had been unearthed on the 

farm of Charles Stair, a mile north of Hog Point, on Battle 
Ground Route 16, in 1910 while the ground as being 
plowed just after a grove of big trees had been cut away. 
 
Chiseled into the rock were the following instructions: "Go 
600 steps north. Find rock X. Indians buried 200 canu of 
gold. Want white man to get it. Joe Sander." 
 
Now in mid-June 1912, the Journal said that "the second 
rock" had been uncovered on the farm of Frank Bubb, 
near the Stair farm. It held the same inscription as the 
first stone except that it instructed the finder to go 600 
steps west. Six hundred steps from this spot was meas-
ured off; the meeting point was on the farm of John P. 
Jones.  
 
The story continues: 
 
"If there are 200 canoes (which "canu" is supposed to 

mean) of buried gold, the gold is going to belong to Mr. 
Jones, for he refuses to allow anyone on his farm, much 
less dig at the spot where the gold is supposed to be bur-
ied. Many of the neighbors believe that Jones has already 
found some of the gold and that is why he refuses to allow 
any digging there. 
 
"Little attention was paid to the first stone when it was 
found, and it was taken to the Battle Ground post office 
where it has since been on exhibition. As yet, Mr. Jones 
has not heard that the second stone has been found. 
 
"No one seems to know anything of Joe Sander, the name 
of the man chiseled on the rocks. 
 
Many explanations as to who he was have been offered. He 
may have been an American soldier, in the Battle of Tippe-
canoe, who escaped after having been captured by Indians 
after learning the hiding place for their gold. 
 
"Another theory is that he was a hunter and learned where 
the Indians buried their treasure. There is no way of telling 
how long the rocks have been buried, and many people 
believe that it is nothing more than someone's practical 
joke." 
 
 
jconline.com/story/news/2019/05/13/old-lafayette-did-rock-
point-out-buried-treasure-remainsmystery/1160083001 
 
 

Big city of Denver in 1860 
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Gold Glossary 
 
Lode Deposit--a 
vein of mineral ore 
deposited between 
nonmetallic rock 
layers. 

Symbol: AU 
Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 

Specific Gravity: 19.2 
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  

2.5 - 3 
 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 
18K = 75%    Pure Gold 
14K = 58%    Pure Gold 
10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 
Troy Weights 

 
1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 

 

nia gold that had been shipped from San Francisco to Panama when 
she sank in a hurricane on September 12, 1857 during the final leg 
of a voyage from Aspinwall (now Colón), Panama to New York City. 
There were 578 passengers and crew on board, but only 153 sur-
vived. 
 
The loss of the ship’s gold cargo was a major factor in the economi-
cally devastating financial panic of 1857 in the United States. 
 
In a court-approved transaction in November 2017, the California 
Gold Marketing Group acquired all the treasure recovered in 2014 
from Ira Owen Kane, Receiver for Recovery Limited Partnership and 
Columbus Exploration, LLC. In 1999, CGMG acquired all of the 
available SS Central America treasure that was recovered in the 
1980s. 
 
A complete list of all the items recovered in 2014 will be published in 
an upcoming book, America’s Greatest Treasure Ship: The S.S. Cen-
tral America , by esteemed numismatic author Q. David Bowers and 
Manley. 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

Gold in quartz from Idarado Mine, Telluride, Colorado 
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All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  

geomuseum@mines.edu 
 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabo-
chons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970-221-
1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Con-
tact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH. 

About Trading Post 
 

The News runs classified ads in Trading Post for 
three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads for topic 
related items up to 10 lines (or 70 words) long are 
free. To place an ad in Trading Post contact Rick 

Mattingly at (970) 669-1205 evenings. Or 
Email at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 
Specifications 

(Monthly Donation Rate) 
 

Full Page (8 1/2” X 7”)   $30 
Half Page (3 1/4”X 7”)   $20 
One Third Page (3’X4”)  $15 
Business Card (2 3/4”X1 1/2”)    $5 

 
Ads must be received by the 13 t5th of the preceding 

month. Contact Rick Mattingly for information on 
this service at (970) 669-1205 evenings or email at: 

rickmatt@q.com 



Page 17 The News, July 2019 

 

WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 
I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 
 
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 
 
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 
 
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 
 
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 
 
I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 
 
I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 
I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 
I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 

The Welcome Stranger 
 

The Largest Gold Nugget Ever Found 
 

T he largest gold nugget to be pulled out of the 
soil is known as the Welcome Stanger Nugget. It 
was discovered by John Deason and Richard 

Oates back in 1869 in Victoria Australia. 
 
These lucky fellows found the largest gold nugget ever 
and it weighed in at a refined weight of 2.283 oz. It 
was also 61 cm by 31 cm. Massive chunk of gold! 
Take a look at a replica of this stunning piece of gold 
below. 
 
This is way more than a retirement nugget or the one 
ounce club! 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January “Metal Detecting” 
By Joe Johnston No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February “Gold Sluicing” 
By Bob Murphy “Tour of the Wyoming State Museum” 

March “Bingham Hill Cemetery” 
By Rose Brinks 

“Tour Sterling, CO Museum” 
“Denver GPAA Show” 

“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show” 

April “The Mining Camps Speak“ 
By Beth Sagsteter “Prospecting & Detecting Clinic” at Lions Open Space” 

May “Maps, Compass & GPS” “Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 

June “Finding Gold In Colorado” by Kevin 
Singel 

“Ames Monument Tour and Metal Detecting” 
“Cache Creek Gold Outing” 

July Prospecting Video “South Pass, WY Prospecting & Detecting Outing” 
“WY Metal Detecting Outing—Barb Schuldt” 

August Coin Facts 
By Dave Jaeger 

“Corona Pass-Rollins Pass Outing” 
“Leadville Old Mines and Turquois Hunting” 

September TO BE DETERMINED 

“Keota Ghost Town Tour” 
“Fort Laramie & Gurnsey Oregon Trail Outing” 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Stone Age Fair” 

“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October “Meteorite Hunting” “Off-Road Detector Hunt” 
“Leucite Hills, WY Gold and Gem Outing” 

November “Annual “Show & Tell” &  
Silent Auction” No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2019! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 
2019 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 
RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  Interim President Bob Murphy 1-970-330-9009 mrphybob7@aol.com 

Interim Vice President Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Interim Treasurer Wayne Hall 1-970-682-5035 wayneahall@gmail.com 

  Secretary Darlene Bradley 1-970-532-2344 dbmios@earthlink.net 

    
The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    
Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    
Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 
Dave Landes 
Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 
1-970-218-0290 
1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 
bemond@fcgov.com 
cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations ———————– ———————–  ———————– 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-480-277-0893 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Bob Murphy at 970-330-9009 or mrphybob7@aol.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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