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The Weird Story Behind 

America's First Penny 
 

P ictured below is the Fugio cent, the first coin ever 
minted by the United States pursuant to the Con-
stitution. It is widely considered to be the first 

official coin of the U.S. and is a highly sought after col-
lectible today. And as one can clearly make out from the 
image, the coin doesn’t say “In God We Trust” or “E Plu-
ribus Unum” on its front face. Instead, it reads — strik-
ingly — “Mind Your Business.” 
 
Was the first American 
coin the government’s 
way to demand that we 
stop being so nosy? 
Probably not — because 
it was designed by Benja-
min Franklin, who most 
likely couldn’t pass up 
the opportunity to make 
a complicated pun. 
 
On December 28, 1735, 
Franklin — under the 
pseudonym “Richard 

(Continued on page 3) 

** NOTE ** 
The July Meeting 
will be held on 
Thursday, July 

5th! 
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T he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters 
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278  

Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO.  80524. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍ 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 

Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.  
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items! 

 
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each 

meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more 
money than they came with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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Google has a tool called the Ngram Viewer which graphs 
mentions of certain phrases in books based on when 
those books were published. If you look at the graph of 
“mind your business” versus “mind your own busi-
ness” (click here to see it), the former is relatively more 
popular until the late 1700s — when the coin above was 
minted — and by the 1830s, “mind your own business” 
became dramatically more common. There’s some rea-
son to believe that the phrase “mind your business” 
meant then what “mind your own business” does today, 
depending on the context. 
 
Unsurprisingly, the most likely conclusion, as Wikipedia 
further suggests, is that Ben Franklin was being a bit 
cheeky — and using the country’s first coin to do so. 
 
 
Now I Know:  
The Weird Story Behind America's First Penny 
January 2018 
 
✍ 

Saunders” — published the first issue of Poor Richard’s 
Almanack. The annual, which he’d publish for the next 
25 years, is probably best known for its aphorisms — 
creatively-phrased words of wisdom from the man who 
now adorns the $100 bill. The 1735 edition, for exam-
ple, included a snarky observation about privacy: “Three 
may keep a secret, if two of them are dead.” It also con-
tained perhaps his most famous piece of rhyming advice: 
“Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, 
wealthy and wise.”  
 
And in another issue of the Almanack, he famously did-
n’t say “a penny saved is a penny earned.” (Yes, he didn’t 
say that — the actual quote is “A penny saved is two-
pence dear.”) 
 
These quips give us an insight into Franklin’s values. We 
knew that he believed that hard work and economizing 
one’s time were keys to a successful business and that 

saving was a key to 
lifelong wealth. Fur-
ther, we know that 
Franklin wasn’t one 
to butt out of other’s 
affairs — he doled 
out  unsolicited ad-
vice constantly. Tak-
en together, it’s un-
likely that the prima-
ry meaning of the 
coin was “mind your 
own business,” like 
we say today 
 

The coin itself suggests similarly. On the same side as 
“Mind Your Business” is the word “Fugio,” latin for “I fly” 
or “I flee.” According to Wikipedia, many historians be-
lieve that this, combined with the picture of the sun 
above a sundial, form a rebus — the sun/sundial signi-
fies time, and with “fugio,” means “time flies.” And “time 
flies, mind your business” seems like sage advice to 
those operating a company. 
 
The back, seen above, gives another reason to believe 
that the “mind your business” quip isn’t instructing re-
cipients to keep to themselves. There are 
thirteen interlocking chains, signifying the thirteen origi-
nal American colonies, and the word “We Are One.” It’d 
be curious, at best, to suggest that people should look 
out for themselves given this clear call to unity. Franklin 
was almost certainly telling business owners and the like 
to keep an eye on their stores and their books. 
 
But it wouldn’t be beyond Franklin to use this oppor-
tunity to intentionally serve up a (non-risque) double 
entendre. The phrase “mind your business” likely is a 
precursor to a more modern phrase advising us to stay 
out of others’ affairs.  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Say NO To Mosquitoes 

 
It’s that time again. Time to protect 
yourself and family from these blood 
suckers and West Nile carriers. Use 

common sense in your dress (long 
sleeves) and use s quality spray 

product containing DEET. Mosquitoes 
are most active at dawn and dusk …. 
So take special care during those 

times. 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 

CODE OF ETHICS 

 

 

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 

I WILL fill all excavations.  
 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 

I WILL leave gates as found.  
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 

I WILL NOT litter.  
 

I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 

I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
Nugget--a piece of gold that can usually be 
picked up with the fingers 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

June, 2017 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Mike Noll – 1921 Morgan Sil-
ver Dollar 
Oldest Coin:   
    Steve McNiell – 1913 Barber 
Dime 
Largest Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Most Raw Gold: Robert Nielsen – 
Clear Creek Gold 
Best Bottle:  Mike Noll -  
    Antique Opium Bottle 
Best Jewelry:   
    Barb Schuldt – Silver Ring 
Most Unique Find:  
    Larry Duran – Horse Hame 
Gear 
Token:  
    Dave Landes– Gates Tire To-
ken 
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:   
    Barb Schuldt – Epidote Speci-
men 
 
 
 
 

The monthly finds are coming 
fast and furious now! 

Why do I have to 
press one for  

English when you're 
just gonna transfer 

me to someone I can't 
understand anyway?  
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Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 

 

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 

Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 

will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 

from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 

http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

RMPTH TREASURE HUNT 
 

CLUES: 
 

#1 
I’m not in Loveland and not in 

Fort Collins 
 

#2 
School Days,  
School Days 

Happy School Days 
 

#3 
At July Club Meeting 

 
PRIZE:  

2 Ounce Silver Bar 

 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
July — Chuck Russell 
August — Brian Bussell 
September — Rick Mattingly 
October — Fred Sugden 
November — George & Peggy Stumpf 

Wire Gold in Quartz 
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Hang Onto These Rare 

Pennies 
 
By Carla Nielsen 
 

I f you ever come across them, here are a number of 
rare pennies you should hold onto. 
 

The 1943 Penny - In recent years a “1943 S” (San 
Francisco Mint) copper coin went for about $60,000 
at auction. Prices from the P (Philadelphia) mint 
range to $73,000. 
 
Value depends largely on condition. But there are 
many counterfeits. Buy only from reputable sources. 
If the coin sticks to a magnet it is made of steel and 
not worth much. 
 
1974 Penny - In 1974, as a test, there were 1,579,324 
pennies made of pure aluminum by the U.S. Mint. 
These were never circulated and most were later de-
stroyed. 
 
1955 Penny - If you think you’re seeing double, save 

that coin. A 1955 penny has a “double-die date.” In 
uncirculated condition it’s worth about $27,000. Even 
in less than perfect condition it's worth $570. 
 
1936 Penny - The estimated value of a 1936 Lincoln 
Wheat Penny is $0.18 in average condition and can be 
worth $5.11 to $10 or more. Proof coins can be worth 
$204 or more. 
 
1924-S Penny - The estimated value of a 1924-S Lin-
coln Wheat Penny is $1.54 in average condition and 
can be worth $126 to $230 or more. 
 
1909 Penny - The first Lincoln Penny was struck to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of Abraham Lin-
coln’s birth and was the first cent to have the motto 
“IN GOD WE TRUST.” The early pennies, 1909 
through 1958, were referred to as wheat pennies. 
 
1877 Penny - The 1877 is considered the most crucial 
key date of the Indian Head cent series. The coin has 
demonstrated moderate to strong gains in just about 
every condition over time. 
 
1856 Penny - The inaugural small cent, the 1856 Fly-
ing Eagle cent, had a mintage of only about 2,000 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Russell Gulch Mining 

History 
 

G reen Russell had spent his boyhood in the 
Cherokee country around Dahlonega, Georgia, 
site of the only significant gold rush east of the 

Mississippi. The bonanza in California sent him 
across the continent in 1849, and along the way he 
panned a little gold in the Sweetwater River, in south-
west Wyoming just east of the Rockies. During the 
next few years Russell moved restlessly - home to 
Georgia, back to the Pacific, then home again in 1852. 
Then, through his Cherokee connections Russell 
heard about an 1849 discovery of gold along the 
South Platte River at the foot of the Rocky Mountains. 
He organized a party to prospect along the South 
Platte River, setting off with his two brothers and six 
companions in February 1858. They rendezvoused 
with Cherokee tribe members along the Arkansas Riv-
er in present-day Oklahoma and continued westward 
along the Santa Fe Trail.  
 
Others joined the party along the way until their num-
ber reached 107. The few accounts of Russell suggest 
a confident man who inspired trust. In a later portrait 
he has a direct, drowsy-eyed look of assurance. What-
ever his appeal, Russell convinced the others to stand 
against adversities the expedition may have present-
ed. Upon reaching Bent's Fort, they turned to the 
northwest, reaching the confluence of Cherry Creek 
and the South Platte on May 23. The site of their ini-
tial explorations is in present-day Confluence Park in 
Denver. They began prospecting in the river beds, ex-
ploring Cherry Creek and nearby Ralston Creek but 
without success.  
 
After twenty days, several decided to return home, 
leaving the Russell brothers and ten other men be-
hind. In the first week of July 1858, Green Russell 
and Sam Bates found a small placer deposit near the 
mouth of Little Dry Creek that yielded about 20 troy 
ounces (600 grams) of gold, the first significant gold 
discovery in the Rocky Mountain region. In early 
1859, Russell was drawn to the mountains by the dis-
covery of gold in nearby Gregory Gulch. He discov-
ered placer gold deposits in June 1859 in the valley 
that was soon named Russell Gulch in his honor.  
 
By the end of September, 891 men were mining gold 
in the gulch, and the eponymous town was built near 
the head of the gulch to serve the miners. 
 
from wikipedia. 
 
✍ 
 

(more than half of them were proofs). The coin has 
seen steady appreciation over the long term, but is 
available only in extremely small quantities. 
 
1844 Penny - A “Braided Hair Large Cent” if circulat-
ed is probably worth between $7 and $80. 
 
1793 Penny - The most expensive U.S. penny is the 
1793 Sheldon NC-1 Chain cent. The chain’s links 
represent the 15 colonies. Fewer than 2,000 survive 
to day. Five varieties were minted. After Dr. William 
H. Sheldon (author of “Penny Whimsy”), these varie-
ties are referred to as Sheldon 1-4 and NC-1. 
 
Designated as non-collectible, NC-1 is the rarest - on-
ly four are known to exist today. With an estimated 
value of $275,000, NC-1 is the rarest and most ex-
pensive. 
 
1792 Penny - The chocolate-colored penny, the 9th 
known example of its type, bears the inscription 
“Parent of Science & Industry: Liberty” and the like-
ness of a woman’s head representing Miss Liberty. 
 
By contacting the Professional Coin Grading Service 
at https:// www.pcgs.com/prices/ you can find the val-
ue of any U.S. penny. You can also check the Coin 
Price Guide at https://coins.thefuntimesguide.com/
coin_price_guides/ 
 
Courtesy of https://coins.thefuntimesguide.com 
 
Lost Treasure Newsletter 5-15-18 
 
✍ 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check: 
 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf 

Inside they found wet money, and a lot of jewelry in 
plastic bags.  
 
"Hundreds, jewelry, diamonds, engagement ring. Doz-
ens of rings, gold with jade. It was stunning," said 
Matthew. 
 
There was also a piece of paper with an address -- one 
of their neighbors. 
 
"First, I knocked on the door and I asked them if they 
were ever robbed and they said they were," Matthew 
said. 
 
According to the New York Police Department, a bur-
glary was reported at their neighbors' home the day 
after Christmas in 2011. The only thing taken was the 
safe. It had a large amount of cash, jewelry and other 
items inside: a total of $52,000 worth of property, 
police said. 
 
"The cops told her, you'll never see your stuff again," 
said Matthew's wife, Maria.  
 
But eight years later, thanks to the Colonna-
Emanuels, she did. 
 
They didn't keep it 
Matthew said their neighbor was shaking when he 
told her they had found her safe. 
 
When asked why they didn't keep the loot for them-
selves, Maria said, "It wasn't even a question. It wasn't 
ours." 
 
"The reward is karma. Good karma." added Matthew.  
CNN's Tony Marco contributed to this report. 
 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/couple-finds-
buried-safe-in-backyard/ar-AAxrcCl?li=BBnb7Kz 

 

✍ 

Couple Finds Buried 

Safe In Backyard  
 
By Kwegyirba Croffie, CNN  
 
 

© WCBS Date Shot: May 16, 2018 Location Shot: 
Staten Island, NY  
 

F or years Matthew and Maria Colonna-Emanuel 
thought a piece of rusty metal behind some 
trees in their backyard was just part of a cable 

or electrical box. 
 
But it wasn't. It was a safe containing $52,000 in 
cash, gold and diamonds. And the story of how they 
discovered it -- and what the couple did next -- is re-
markable. 
 
The couple saw the metal box between some trees 
when they moved in to their Staten Island home in 
New York, but never paid much attention to it.  
 
"I thought it was an electrical box," Matthew Colonna-
Emanuel told CNN affiliate WCBS. 
 
They dug it up 
When trees in their yard were damaged by wildlife 
they got a better view. "It [the box] was really promi-
nent when the deer ate away all the foliage," Matthew 
said.  
 
After digging it up they realized it was a rusty old safe. 
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"Your food stamps will be 
stopped effective March 1992 
because we received notice 
that you passed away. May 
God bless you.. You may  

reapply if there is a change in 
your circumstances." 

 

-- Department of Social  
Services, Greenville, South 

Carolina 

You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

Enigmas? 
 

1.   Isn't it weird that in America, our 
flag and our culture offend so many peo-

ple, but our benefits don't. 
                              

2.  How can the federal government ask 
U.S. citizens to pay back student loans, 
when illegal aliens are receiving a free 

education? 
                              

3.  Only in America are legal citizens la-
beled "racists" and "Nazis," but illegal al-

iens are called "Dreamers” 
                              

4.  Liberals say, "If confiscating all guns 
saves just one life, it's worth it. "Well 
then, if deporting all illegals saves just 
one life, wouldn't that be worth it too? 

                              
5.  I can't quite figure out how you can 

proudly wave the flag of another country 
but consider it punishment to be sent 

back there. 
                              

6. The Constitution: It doesn't need to 
be rewritten, it needs to be reread. 

                              
7.   William F. Buckley said: "Liberals 

claim to want to give a hearing to other 
points of view and are then shocked and 
offended when they discover there are 

other points of view." 
                              

8.  Joseph Sobran said: "'Need" now 
means wanting someone else's money. 

"Greed" means wanting to keep your own. 
"Compassion" is when a politician arranges 

the transfer. 
                              

9.  Florida has had 119 hurricanes since 
1850, but some people still insist the last 

one was due to climate change. 
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Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
The Edge Sports Center 

4450 Denrose Court 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 

Directions: 
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the 

State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.  
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building. 

  July Meeting 
Wednesday, July 5. We will meet at The Edge Sports 
Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at 
6:00PM.  
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of 
the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 "Cache Hunting” by Rick Mattingly.  
 

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 
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July 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
Independence Day 

5 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Grasslands Detector 
Hunt 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

August 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

2 3 4 
Clear Creek Gold 
Outing 

5 6 7 8 9 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Vic’s Gold Panning 
at Blackhawk 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in touch 
and continue to review and plan upcoming presentations 
and outings for the year on a monthly basis. Our editor 
Rick Mattingly needs timely event information for each 

issue of The News. Please get information about any par-
ticular event to him by the 15th of the month to meet the 

printing deadline for the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs 
are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs website. 

Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and 
activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongo-

ing basis. Events planned in the upcoming month are 
emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings. 
Contact the Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you 
have any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last minute due 
to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, land access, ve-
hicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please 

be understanding of extenuating circumstances and con-
tact the coordinator or Trail Boss of a specific event if 
there is any question of an event being cancelled or 

changed at the last minute. 

Last call on  
raffle tickets for 

the Minelab 
SD2200 Gold  
Nugget Metal  

Detector at the 
July 5th Club 
Meeting. This  

detector will be  
awarded to the 
winner at that 

meeting.  
Good Luck. 

A Special Bracelet 
 

Lost on campus for nearly 70 years  
finds its way home 

MARCH 26, 2018 

 
 

I t was just before dawn on a summer Sunday morn-
ing when a loud, steady hum emanated from Drew 
Lentz’s metal detector. The campus was nearly de-

serted and Lentz was surveying a grassy hill yards from 
the President’s House. 
 
He bent down and gently sifted through the soft soil. He 
noticed the object buried about seven inches in the 
ground. It was not a quarter as he initially believed. A 
silver chain was partially exposed. He tugged on the 
chain and lifted it from the ground. 
 
Shaking off the dirt, Lentz could now see what he had 
uncovered: a military identification bracelet. 
 
“It was a shock,” said Lentz, the assistant registrar. He 
has been metal detecting for 25 years, discovering nu-
merous coins, artifacts and other items on campus. All 
are turned over to Special Collections. 
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The front of the sterling silver bracelet was engraved 
“W.H. MEYER JR” and a serial number: 7997930. 
The other side was inscribed in cursive: “Cora 1945.” 
The discovery of the bracelet buried on campus for near-
ly 70 years raised an intriguing question: what became of 
the couple whose names were inscribed on the jewelry? 
 
Some quick research confirmed the basic narrative of 
the bracelet’s origins. 
 
“W.H. MEYER JR” was William Henry Meyer ’48. Born in 
Schenectady, Meyer entered Union after graduating from 
Poughkeepsie High School in 1944. The son of William, 
Class of 1928, he played varsity lacrosse and was a 
member of Sigma Chi. He directed the band, which 
played at most football games “not only the usual reper-
toire of college songs and standard marches, but also a 
good share of novelty numbers and fancy formations,” 
according to The Garnet. 
 
“Cora 1945” was Cora Barnes. Like Meyer, she grew up 
in Poughkeepsie. The two had shared the stage from an 
early age. In 1934, when they were seven, they per-
formed in the Christmas pageant at the Reformed 
Church. William was one of the Wise Men, Cora, a moth-
er. At Poughkeepsie High, Cora was the assistant direc-
tor of the school’s production of “Watch on the Rhine;” 
William was in charge of the curtain. 
 
William was clearly smitten with Cora. They started da-
ting in high school. When he went off to Union and she to 
New Paltz State Teachers’ College, the relationship con-
tinued. 
 
At Union, William escorted Cora to dances hosted at the 
fraternity. One, in November 1946, was noted in a 
roundup of students and their dates in The Concor-

diensis with the headline “And the moonlight beams on 
the girl of my dreams.” 
 
The bracelet celebrated their love. 
 
In February 1945, Meyer took a break from Union to 
enlist in the Navy. It was then that Cora likely gave her 
sweetheart the bracelet. 
 
It was common during World War II for loved ones to 
give their boyfriends or spouses an ID bracelet. The jew-
elry was both personal and practical. It represented a 
token of affection. It was also helpful if the recipient was 
wounded or killed in action. 
 
Meyer returned to Union after a year as a pharmacist’s 
mate. A pre-med student, he graduated with a degree in 
biology. At some point during his final years on campus, 
he apparently dropped the bracelet. The grassy knoll 
where it was found, with its tall black walnut trees 
providing shade, was a popular spot for students to hang 
out back then. The Sigma Chi fraternity house (now 
Gleason Funeral Home) was directly across the street. 

At 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 19, 1948, William and Cora 
were married by Rev. Franklin J. Hinkamp, minister of 
the Reformed Church in Poughkeepsie. This time, a ring 
was the chosen jewelry. 
 
After Albany Medical School, William completed his in-
ternship at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, Fla. 
and residency at the University of Miami Medical School. 
He eventually opened a practice in vascular surgery in 
Fort Pierce. He served as chief of surgery at several Flor-
ida hospitals, was past president of the Florida Associa-
tion of General Surgeons and authored a dozen scientific 
papers. 
 
Cora, a school teacher, helped William in his practice 
and was co-owner of a boutique shop, the Bikini Rac-
quet, in Fort Pierce, Fla. 
 
The couple had three children: Susan, Scott and Todd. 
Scott was killed in 1985 when a private plane he was a 
passenger in crashed in a swamp near Fort Pierce dur-
ing a thunderstorm. 
 
William retired in 2002. 
 
“They were fortunate enough to travel the world togeth-
er,” says their son, Todd. 
 
The mystery of how the bracelet may have slipped from 
William’s grasp may never be known. 
 
In the summer of 2016, William suffered a stroke. He 
died in November, less than a year before Lentz found 
the bracelet. He was 89. 
 
Cora is 92 and lives in a nursing home in Port St. Lucie, 
Fla. The bracelet was returned to her son, Todd, this 
past January. He presented it to his mother, who wears 
it now. In the twilight of her life, dementia has robbed 
her of its significance. 
 
This June, William Meyer and Cora Barnes would have 
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary. Who knew 
they would share a lifetime of memories stretched across 
the same decades as that special token of their enduring 
love? 
 
Finally, the bracelet once exchanged between two young 
lovers has found its way home. 
 

Union College 

https://www.union.edu/news/stories/2018/03/buried-

treasure-a-special-bracelet-lost-on-campus-for-nearly-70-

years-finds-its-way-home.php 

✍ 
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Gold Glossary 
 

Patent--a government deed 
that conveys legal title of 
public land to the party to 
whom the patent is issued 

Symbol: AU 

Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 

Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 
Specific Gravity: 19.2 

MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  
2.5 - 3 

 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 

18K = 75%    Pure Gold 

14K = 58%    Pure Gold 

10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 

Troy Weights 

 

1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 

Virginia Dale Colorado Stage 

Robbery 
 
 

V irginia Dale Stage Station In 1863, a stagecoach along the 
Overland Trail carrying an army payroll of $60,000 (which 
would be about $1 million dollars today) in ten and twenty 

dollar gold coins was destined for Fort Sanders in  Wyoming Terri-
tory. The gold shipment represented several months of back pay for 
the soldiers at Fort Sanders; however, the unfortunate soldiers nev-
er saw the gold. 
 
Only about a mile from the Virginia Dale Station, the stage was 
robbed by six masked outlaws at Long View Hill. The gang took the 
strongbox from the stage and headed west towards the wooded 
foothills, where they blew the lock off of the box, removed the gold 
coins, and buried the  treasure.    
 
However, before they could spend their ill-gained wealth, the ban-
dits were pursued and killed by the U.S. Cavalry. The Cavalry later 
found the iron strong box in a nearby creek, the sides and bottom 
gone, riddled with bullet holes – and, obviously, empty.   
 
The Overland Trail stage line was regularly terrorized by outlaws, 
where the surrounding area provided multiple opportunistic 
hideouts.  
 
One hideout, labeled the Robbers Roost atop Table Mountain, was 
so popular that the  outlaws built a cabin there. Table Mountain, 
only about a mile northeast of the Virginia Dale Stage Station, was 
a perfect hideout, as it is difficult to climb with practically perpen-
dicular cliffs and a rim of shale.  
 
At the time, it was rumored that  Joseph "Jack" Slade, the Station 
Master was the leader of the gang. Jack Slade, not as famous as 
many other  outlaw characters, was nevertheless, as notorious as 
many of them.  Slade was said to have had an uncontrollable tem-
per, was a heavy drinker, had murdered in the past, and was even-
tually hanged in  Montana. Though the stage line suspected  Slade, 
they could not prove it, so they just fired him. Uncharacteristically, 
the bad-tempered Slade, left without any problems.  
 
Later  Jack Slade moved on to Virginia City,  Montana. A heavy 
drinker with a bad temper, he wrecked a  saloon soon after his arri-
val.  Jack was arrested but he tore up the arrest and threatened 
the judge. Though he pleaded for his life, he was immediately 
hanged.  
 
Virginia Dale, his girlfriend (or common law wife) was brought to 
town by one of  Jack's friends, took his body home, pickled it in 
alcohol in a metal casket, and kept it under her bed for several 
months. She then took it to Salt Lake City, Utah and buried him in 
the old Mormon Cemetery where his body remains today.  

(Continued on page 17) 
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All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

 
About Trading Post 

 
  The News runs classified ads in Trading Post 
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads 

for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70 
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading 
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968 

evenings  
or e-mail at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 
Specifications  

(Monthly Donation Rate) 
 
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")          
 $30 
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")         $20 
One Third Page (3" X 4")           $15 
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")    $  5 
 

Ads must be received by the 15th of the  
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for 

information on this service at  
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:  

rickmatt@q.com. 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 

Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  
geomuseum@mines.edu 

 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

FOR SALE:  WHITES XLT DETECTOR. In excellent 
condition with headphones, accessories and extras. 
Asking $350. Contact Donna at )970) 663-4760 or 
dchrisflute@gmail.com 
 
FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many 
cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
FOR SALE:  A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Pro-
spector and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton 
tees. See and order from: 
http://BestBlackandGold.com.  
 
FOR SALE:  Minelab SD2200 Gold Nugget Metal 
Detector: 10-1/2" Mono Super Coil, 10-1/2" SD Se-
ries Super Coil, two batteries w/wall & car charger, 
headphones, backpack, waist battery pack, signal 
enhancer, extra lower stem, instruction booklet & 
video, carry case. Ready to go for the gold. New 
Price:  Only $875.00 . Contact Paul at  
(970) 482-7846.  
 
FOR SALE:  5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hi-
banker with dredge attachment w/adjustable stand, 
Gold Grabber Hi-banker, 125 feet hose, Rock net 
and steel cable, misc. fittings and valves & large met-
al bucket. Prefer to sell all together for $1,350 but 
negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at (303) 833-6848 or  
estick@live.com. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970
-221-1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or 
used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to 
RMPTH. 
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 

 

I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 

 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 

 

I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 

I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 

 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 

 

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 

 

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 

 
The gold taken by the robbers at Virginia Dale has 
never been found. Today, Virginia Dale is nothing 
more than a  ghost town, located in the northern 
part of Larimer County, about 45 miles northwest of 
Fort Collins, and just about four miles south of the  
Wyoming border on US Highway 287. The old Over-
land Trail Stage Station is listed on the National 
Register of Historical sites and recently efforts have 
been made to preserve the old station.  
 
The stage station is situated at the very end of 
County Road 43F, about 1 mile east of US 287. A 
monument erected for the station marks the begin-
ning of CR 43F. Follow the county road through a 
narrow gorge beneath Lover’s Leap, past a ranch, 
and it will take you right to the door. The station 
itself is on private property, but the access to the 
site is on a county road. If you intend to visit the 
Stage Station, you can take pictures of  the grounds 
and the exterior of the building, but please do  
not trespass onto the private property.   
 
✍ 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January 

“Railhead Camps” 
By Rick Mattingly 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February 

“Love Tokens” 
By Rick Mattingly 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

March 

“Coin Grading” 
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin 

“Denver GPAA Show” 
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show” 

April 
“Detecting Presentation“ 

By RMPTH Members 

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”  
By Wayne Sutherland 

“GPS Clinic” 

May 

“Mining and Refining” 
By David Emslie 

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space— 

Signup Only” 
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 

June 

“Nugget Shooting Presentation” 
By Rick Mattingly 

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour” 
“Clear Creek Gold Outing” 

“Detector Challenge” 
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships” 

July 

“Cache Hunting” 
By Rick Mattingly 

“Grasslands Detector Hunt” 
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour” 

“Eureka Rush To  The Rockies Hunt” 

August 
“Geological Formations  
Associated With Gold” 
By Dr. Pete Mobreski 

“Clear Creek Gold Outing” 
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk” 

September 
“Gold Scales Presentation” 

By Rick Mattingly 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Stone Age Fair” 

“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October 
“Jade Hunting” 

Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan” 
“Off-Road Detector Outing” 

November 
“Annual “Show & Tell” &  

Silent Auction” 
No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2018! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 

2018 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 

RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  President Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205  rickmatt@q.com 

  Vice President Bob Murphy 1-970-330-9009 mrphybob7@aol.com 

  Treasurer Dick & Sharon French 1-970-482-2110 dickyf99@centurylink.net 

  Secretary Darlene Bradley 1-970-532-2344 dbmios@earthlink.net 

    

The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 

Dave Landes 

Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 

1-970-218-0290 

1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 

bemond@fcgov.com 

cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations  Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205  rickmatt@q.com 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-970-407-1336 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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