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History Of The Ames
Monument
by Rick Mattingly
On Saturday, June 9th we will travel to southern
Wyoming to visit the Ames Monument and the ghost
town site of Sherman. For this reason I have
dredged up this article which I had written on the
subject some years ago.

T

he Ames Monument is astonishing for a number of
reasons, the least of which is that people today are
always shocked to find this huge monolith standing
all alone in the high plains of Wyoming. Be that as it may,
the history of this amazing pyramid is riddled with even
more surprises.
First off, this monument stands along an abandoned section
of the original Transcontinental Railroad line, off the beaten
path and out of site today. This area of the line was the
highest elevation point of the awesome engineering and construction feat resulting in the rail connecting east and west.
This is why the monument and the old rail town of Sherman were there at all. However, the winters along this section of line proved to be so vicious that the section was
eventually moved south a number of miles and run through
a tunnel to escape the fearsome elements. For the same
reason the town of Sherman also soon dried up and blew
away. Of course this weather 'discovery' was actually not
news at all to many, including the original railroad construction guide hired by the railroad -- no less than "Ole
Gabe" Jim Bridger. Bridger told the officials to not build the
rails there as he was personally well aware of the weather
phenomenon to be experienced through this area.
Next, some visitors may not have realized that the namesake of the monument is still to be found at your local hardware store. Read on to find the surprising link to yesteryear.
The following information is from an issue of a Massachusetts publication titled Mass Moments.
"May 10 1869: Ames Brothers Celebrate “Golden Spike”

"Life's tragedy is we get old too soon and wise
too late."
- Benjamin Franklin

In 1869, officials of the Union Pacific Railroad drove the
symbolic "Golden Spike" to mark the completion of the first
transcontinental railroad. Telegraph wires attached to the
(Continued on page 3)

About The News

T

he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278
Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO. 80524.
Opinions expressed in The News are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use
of any information found in this publication is at the
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordinators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors
assume any liability for damages resulting from use
of information in this publication.
Submissions
Articles, letters and short items of interest on prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for publication may be made in writing or, preferably, in
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have
questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information.

Advertising
Classified advertising for topic related items is free
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Donations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request.
About RMPTH
RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detecting or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and conducts various field outings, as well as offers special
presentations and seminars. Active participants have
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News,
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍

Copyright
Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
The News without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article appears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mailing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their newsletter together with an exchange request.

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items!
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each
meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more
money than they came with.!
The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury.
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spike and sledgehammer carried the news across the country. Reporters compared the event to the first shot fired on
Lexington Green. Back in Boston Oliver and Oakes Ames,
the Massachusetts men who had been instrumental in the
success of the six-year project, accepted congratulations.
The owners of the world's largest shovel manufacturing
company, the brothers had supplied many of the tools used
to build the railroad. They had also arranged much of the
financing. When the details of those arrangements were revealed, their reputations were ruined in one of the greatest
financial scandals in U.S. history.
In the late 1860s, when the first transcontinental railroad
line was nearing completion, Oakes Ames was known as the
"King of Spades." With his younger brother Oliver, he owned Ames & Sons, the
Easton, Massachusetts, company that led
the world in the manufacture of shovels,
picks and other hand tools. But the
Ameses' role in the railroad enterprise
went well beyond making shovels for the
workers. Both brothers were actively
involved in raising the capital for the railroad's construction. As a result of their
"creative" financing, Oakes Ames would
acquire a new nickname — "Hoax Ames."
The industrial history of Easton, a small
town 24 miles south of Boston, began
with the discovery of bog iron there in the
late 1600s. Easton was an important iron
-producing center throughout the eighteenth century and supplied both men
and muskets to the Continental Army.

In January of 1865, President Lincoln called Congressman
Ames to the White House. Lincoln believed that a transcontinental railroad was the key to tying a fragile union together. The competing efforts of the Union Pacific and Central
Pacific Railroad Companies were suffering from infighting,
poor management, and the inability to raise the huge
amount of capital required. Lincoln appealed to the Massachusetts congressman: "Ames," he said in an oft-told story,
"you take hold of this. . . .The road must be built, and you
are the man to do it. Take hold of it yourself. By building
the Union Pacific, you will become the remembered man of
your generation."
The Ames brothers seized the opportunity. In 1866 Oliver
Ames took over as president pro-tem of the Union Pacific
Railroad; he invested in Credit Mobilier,
a construction company that handled
contracts for the railroad. Oakes played
an even larger role. One of the largest
stockholders of Credit Mobilier himself,
he used his position in Congress to influence legislation favorable to the railroads.

Ames Monument

In 1803 a blacksmith named Oliver Ames settled in Easton
and took advantage of the town's tradition of iron manufacturing to establish the Ames Shovel Company. From its
humble beginnings as a one-forge blacksmith shop, the
Ames Shovel Company would grow to be the largest — as
far as the owners and many of their customers were concerned — the finest shovel manufacturer in the country.
The early nineteenth century was a good time to be in the
business of making shovels and picks. The new nation was
expanding at a rapid rate; major public works projects —
roads, bridges, canals — relied on manual labor, which
meant a growing demand for hand tools.
In the Mississippi Valley, an Ames shovel was considered so
valuable that it was declared to be legal tender, accepted in
lieu of cash. When the California Gold Rush hit, the Ames
Company made a fortune selling shovels and picks to miners. Ames shovels were shipped to every part of the United
States and to the far corners of the world — gold mines in
Australia and diamond mines in South Africa. The Ames
family grew wealthy. With the coming of the Civil War, government contracts for shovels and swords made them richer still.
Oliver Ames's sons, Oakes and Oliver, Jr., grew-up in the
shovel-making business. Both boys attended local schools
before entering their father's workshops to learn every step
of the manufacturing process. Oliver Sr. eventually made
his sons partners in the newly renamed firm of Oliver Ames
& Sons. By the 1850s, the Ames brothers were middle-aged
men of wealth and influence. Oliver Ames, Jr. was elected to
the state senate in 1852 and 1857; Oakes served in the U.S.
Congress from 1862 until 1873.

Oakes and Oliver Ames were in Boston
on May 10, 1869, when the "Golden
Spike" was driven into the railroad tie
connecting the Union Pacific and Central
Pacific lines. The Ames brothers knew
that their shovels, their management, and
their money had been critical in bringing
about the historic event. For a brief time,
it looked as though Oakes Ames might
indeed be "the remembered man of [his]
generation."

But there was trouble ahead. The Union
Pacific Railroad, now headquartered in Boston, was deeply
in debt and unable to pay many of its creditors. People began to complain that investors in Credit Mobilier had grown
rich while contractors and workers went unpaid. On September 4, 1872, the New York Sun declared that Credit Mobilier was the "King of Frauds."
An investigation began. It found that Credit Mobilier's construction company had charged Union Pacific an inflated
sum for its work; Union Pacific had paid the bills with government funds. Shareholders in both the railroad and Credit Mobilier had made fortunes. The resulting financial scandal was long considered the most serious in U.S. history.
Although many men were involved, the investigators focused
on Oakes Ames. Other legislators (especially those who had
purchased Credit Mobilier shares from Ames) were happy
to let him take the brunt of the scandal. In 1873 the House
censured him; he returned home to Easton a broken man
and died a few months later of a stroke.
A few years later Union Pacific hired the great American
architect H.H. Richardson to design a monument to the
Ames brothers. Located at Sherman Summit in Wyoming —
the highest point on the Union Pacific line, it was originally
visible to all passing trains. In the early twentieth century,
however, the route was moved. Today the monument stands
isolated and alone.
By contrast, the Ames legacy can be seen all over Easton.
Although the shovel company passed out of family ownership and moved to West Virginia in the 1950s, the Ameses
left a lasting mark on Easton's built environment. They
hired H.H. Richardson to design Oakes Ames Memorial
(Continued on page 6)
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Find of the Month
Winners
May, 2018

Most Valuable Coin:
Tom Marschall – 1882 Morgan
Dollar
Oldest Coin:
Tom Marschall – 1873 Indianhead Cent
Largest Raw Gold: No Entry
Most Raw Gold: Virgil Kapperman – Clear Creek Gold
Best Bottle: Barb Schuldt Antique Medicine Bottle
Best Jewelry:
Tom Marschall – Crucifix
Most Unique Find:
Betsy Emond – 1917 or 1918
Mello Phone
Token:
Betsy Emond – Richard Nixon
Inaugural Token
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:
Barb Schuldt – Smokey
Quartz With Mica

Gold Glossary
Heavies--minerals of high specific gravity in a placer concentrate, also called black sands

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure
hunting without the owner's permission.
I WILL fill all excavations.

Nice finds entered this month!

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, and private property.
I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy
at all times.
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.
I WILL leave gates as found.
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I
find.
I WILL NOT litter.
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left
of ghost towns and deserted structures.
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or
equipment.
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Why Do Pennies Still
Exist?

P

ennies have almost no purchasing power; it
costs more to mint a penny than a penny is
worth; and the U.S. Mint could cut its workload significantly just by ceasing production. But
there's another side to that coin. According to pennyadvocacy group Americans for Common Cents, the
vast majority of Americans favor keeping the lowly
penny, which the group says fuels charitable giving -and it's true that penny drives do produce significant
donations from people who don't mind emptying their
penny jars for a good cause. The group also says abolishing the penny wouldn't save the country money,
would likely raise government spending and would
increase inflation.

Mineral Specimen Identification
As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists!
Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions
can be downloaded
from:
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf

It's almost certain that the cost of many goods would
rise as businesses would likely round prices up to the
nearest nickel, which would disproportionately hurt
the poor since the less affluent make small purchases
more frequently. As the first currency ever authorized
by the United States in 1787, however, one thing is
certain: The poor little penny is a rich part of American history.

✍

Property Wanted
For Detector Hunt

Refreshment Volunteers
June — Dewey DeCost
July — Chuck Russell
August — Brian Bussell
September — Rick Mattingly
October — Fred Sugden
November — George & Peggy Stumpf
The News, June 2018

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some
past historical activity. If you have such property or
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mattingly to plan a club field outing event.
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Hall, the Ames Free Library, and the Old Colony Railroad
Station (now the Easton Historical Society), giving this
small Massachusetts town a remarkable collection of architectural treasures."
Yep, that's right -- The Ames Brothers immortalized on the
Ames Monument were involved in the family business of
manufacturing shovels and related tools. These tools at
your local hardware store today are marked "Ames - True
Temper."
Another intriguing tidbit of history involved here is that a
sculpted bust of each of the Ames brothers is embedded in
opposing sides of the monument near the top. These busts
were sculpted by no less than August St. Gaudens who
would later go down in history as the designed of the beautiful U.S. $20 gold coin, known today as the Gaudens design.
But, the intrigue does not stop there. This enigmatic stone
structure also gave rise to the oft repeated reference of
"Murphy's Law."
Below is the story as repeated from the excellent "Overland
Trail" historic website:
"The Birthplace of Murphy's Law."
In 1885, a few years after Ames Monument was dedicated,
an elected Justice of the Peace names "Billy" Murphy in
Laramie, Wyoming talked to Albany County Surveyor W. O.
Owen, and learned that the monument had been built on
"vacant" government land, not on a railroad section. Encouraged by Owen and by lawyerly advice from "Bill" Nye
(the humorous founding-editor of the Laramie Boomerang
newspaper), Murphy went to the land office in Cheyenne
and filed a Desert Land Homestead claim to get legal right
to the land where the monument stands.
Murphy then wrote for outdoor advertisers to bid on leasing
spaces on "his" pyramid. He also gave notice to the railroad
company that its "rock pile" was trespassing on his "farm"
and gave them a deadline to move it or lose it.
At first embarrassed railroad principals could not believe
they had built and publicly dedicated their glorious monument on government land or that Murphy could now own it
and lease advertising space on this monument. However,
checks of documents and records soon convinced them that
all the law was on Murphy's side. The red-in-the-face railroad authorities realized that everything that could have
gone wrong, certainly had gone wrong!
A top-level railroad lawyer was sent with a black valise,
from Omaha headquarters to Laramie, with order to get
clear title to the monument at any cost. The U.P. lawyer was
joined by lawyer John Riner of Cheyenne, lawyer John Symons, Laramie City land agent, and railroad detective Nate
Boswell, the former sheriff of Albany County, law-men all!
Murphy was tricked into meeting alone with the four powerful railroad negotiators who locked the door when he entered the room. The four legal experts then frightened Murphy into thinking he had broken the law by filing a homestead on the land. They told him all the witnesses who
signed his homestead claim could be charged with perjury.
They told Murphy he would surely lose his J. P. position,
ruin his reputation, and risk prison.

him from all those troubles--if only Murphy would just sign
a relinquishment of his homestead claim and promise to
never tell anyone. Their bluff worked fine.
In the shadow of the four lawmen, Murphy signed the relinquishment of his claim. In exchange, the railroad gave Murphy the deeds to two vacant residential lots on South 8th
Street in Laramie, worth about $385.00 as "legal consideration."
Alas, mild-mannered Murphy (who left Laramie soon thereafter), later learned that the railroad lawyer had been carrying $15,000 in cash in his black valise to pay for the relinquishment, and had authority to pay twice that amount if
necessary. Murphy had the law on his side and could have
profited monumentally. Even for Murphy, everything that
could have gone wrong, had gone wrong!
The story of Murphy using the law to tease the giant Union
Pacific Corporation spread on whispers across the continent from one railroad worker to the next. It was a great
story: Murphy paid his $9.75 homestead fee and, with the
law on his side, got a good laugh, a good scare, and two
residential lots worth $385.00 (then)--but also lost a fortune!
The words "Murphy's Law," eventually became code-words
for the story's moral: "Everyone must expect, and accept in
good humor, that 'Whatever can go wrong, will go wrong.' "
Some content from Overland Trail
http://www.over-land.com/ames.html

✍

Metal Detector Strikes
Gold

A

metal detectorist literally struck gold when he unearthed a 4,000-yearold gold armlet in a Yorkshire
potato field recently.

Trevor Sherwood, who had previously only ever found a few
Roman coins and bits of farming equipment on the land,
stumbled across the hidden
treasure buried over a foot deep in the field in East Yorkshire.
The gold armlet, dating from 1900BC to 2100BC sadly had
been damaged by ploughing. Farmer Andy Watson said: “I
couldn’t believe it when he knocked on the door with it. It’s
as light as a feather.
“It had been about 18 inches deep in a field that had been
potatoes which we cultivated a bit deeper than normal.
“His girlfriend put it on - it was 4,000 years since the last
person wore it.
“It was distorted by soil pressure and damaged by plough-

Then they switched tactics and "generously" promised Murphy they would try hard to keep the matter quiet and save
Page 6

(Continued on page 7)
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BATTLE OF THE
DETECTORS
July 9th at Larry
Duran home on
Glade Road
Loveland 5-9pm
BBQ and
Detector Coin
Hunt
Details at the
June Club Meeting

(Continued from page 6)

ing.
“I think it was for a woman - she wouldn’t be dancing
around with just one so I’ve told him to go and find the other one with the earrings to match.”
Experts at the British Museum say the piece of early Bronze
Age jewelry, which is decorated by embossed ribs and rows
of very precise dots or pointillé, is one of only five ever
found in the UK.
Coroner Prof Paul Marks declared the bracelet treasure at
an inquest in Hull last week.
Mr. Watson said he and Mr Sherwood had a gentleman’s
agreement, and would share whatever the piece fetches.
He hopes it will go on display in a local museum. He said
Mr. Sherwood would spend a week searching his land after
harvest and find bits and pieces he had lost - keys and tractor parts.
He said: "Trevor is over the moon. He said he’d been doing
it all his life and never found anything really. I am pleased
for him."
The inquest heard that the armlet, which was found on August 28 2016, weighed 13.85 grammes. It is made up of 82 84 per cent gold, 14 - 16
per cent silver and 1.5 - 2 per cent copper.
It is similar to one found when a barrow was excavated in
Lockington, Leicestershire, in 1996, while another was
found in Cuxwold, Lincolnshire.
Gold artifacts were prestige items reflecting the high status
of those who wore, or were buried with them Prof Marks
said: “What is noteworthy is that it contains between 82 to
84 percent gold and 18 carat gold the most pure form is 75
per cent gold.”
The armlet was distorted, probably by soil pressure and
one side was damaged by plough action. Prof Marks said its
composition - gold is a very soft metal - could have explained its “sad degradation.”
Courtesy of https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/metaldetector-strikes-gold-finding-4-000-yearold-buried-treasurein-yorkshirefield-1-9159376
Lost Treasurer Newsletter 5-15-18
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Wire Gold from Ibex Mine, Leadville, Colorado.jpg

Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check:
http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf
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A husband went to the police station to report his missing wife:
Husband : I’ve lost my wife, she
went shopping yesterday and has
still not come home.
Sergeant : What is her height ?
Husband : Oh, 5 something . . .
Sergeant : Build?
Husband : Not slim, not really fat.
Sergeant : Color of eyes?
Husband : Never noticed.
Sergeant : Color of hair?
Husband : Changes according to
season.
Sergeant : What was she wearing?
Husband : Dress/suit/blue jeans -I don’t remember exactly.
Sergeant : Did she go in a car?
Husband : yes.
Sergeant : What kind of car was
it?
Husband : 2015 Corvette Stingray
LT3 with the Z51 Performance
Package, shark gray metallic paint,
with the 6.2 liter V8 engine with
Direct Injection generating 460
HP. 8-speed paddle-shift automatic
transmission, and GT bucket seats,
and has a very thin scratch on the
front left door
(at this point the husband started
crying...)
Sergeant : Don't worry sir. We’ll
find your car.

You are a detectorist
if you fill your holes.
But ........
You are a vandal if
you do not!
The News, June 2018
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Calendar of Events
June Meeting
Wednesday, June 6. We will meet at The Edge Sports
Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at
6:00PM.
Meeting Agenda
6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup
6:30 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of
the Month Program
7:30 - 7:45 Break
7:45 - 9:00 "Nugget Shooting Presentation” by
Rick Mattingly.

RMPTH DUES
RMPTH is an unincorporated Social Club with
no income generated. All
expenses are covered by
$35 annual dues. Members are requested to
consider minor donations
at each monthly meeting
to cover refreshments.

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At
http://rmpth.com

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE
The Edge Sports Center
4450 Denrose Court
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Directions:
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the
State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building.
Page 10
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June 2018
Sun

Mon

3

4

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

10

11

12

13

14

15

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

17

18

19

20

9
Ames Monument
and Sherman Outing

21

16
State Annual Gold
Panning Championships

22

State Annual Gold
Panning Championships

23
Clear Creek Gold
Outing

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

July 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

RMPTH Finds Program
& Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

8

9

10

11

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

Battle of the Detectors and BBQ 5:009:00

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

The News, June 2018

Page 11

Bacon Tip
I always precook my breakfast bacon at home; I cook a couple of
pounds at one time. It takes a lot of
paper towels to drain the cooked bacon of all the grease. Then I wrap
enough for one breakfast in foil and
freeze the individual packages. This
is so much cheaper than buying the
precooked bacon at the store. Also
there is no mess or smell in the
trailer kitchen!
Ellie Tabbert,
Drumbo, ON

Thanks to Trailer Life

The Hunt For Gold
In Minerva
Posted May 15, 2018, by Suzanne Stratford
MINERVA, Ohio -- Spring weather is ushering
in another gold rush in Minerva, Ohio.

E

very year, treasure hunters head to the small
village which sits at the intersection of Stark,
Columbiana and Carroll counties.

Their search is based on local legend, historical record
and a 250-year-old mystery involving $13 million in
gold coins.
“Nobody has been able to find it in 250 years,” said
local historian Roger Bartley.
The gold was the French military’s payroll in 1755
during the French and Indian War prior to the American Revolution.
French soldiers feared the British would sack Fort Duquesne, which is now Pittsburgh and steal the coins.
“They loaded the treasury onto 16 pack horses, and
sent it with 10 men over the Great Trail for Fort Detroit,” said Bartley.
The historic Great Trail was the equivalent of a modern superhighway and passed through what is now Minerva.

RMPTH Field Outing Statement
NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in touch
and continue to review and plan upcoming presentations
and outings for the year on a monthly basis. Our editor
Rick Mattingly needs timely event information for each
issue of The News. Please get information about any particular event to him by the 15th of the month to meet the
printing deadline for the next issue.
Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs
are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs website.
Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and
activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned in the upcoming month are
emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings.
Contact the Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you
have any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for
fieldtrips, outings, and programs.
The best made plans may change at the last minute due
to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please
be understanding of extenuating circumstances and contact the coordinator or Trail Boss of a specific event if
there is any question of an event being cancelled or
changed at the last minute.

Page 12

Scouts informed the French that the British were gaining ground on them, so the soldiers stopped and buried the gold.
“About that time the British attacked,” said Bartley.
Only two French soldiers survived, but left markers
and wrote down detailed clues with the intention of
returning to retrieve the gold.
However, that never happened, according to a transcribed letter written by one of the surviving soldiers.
“The last line of the letter says events following made it
impossible for us to return,” said Bartley.
Decades later a stranger came to town and claimed to
be the nephew of one of the French soldiers.
He had a letter from the soldier that spoke of specific
clues surrounding the gold. The soldier wrote that they
buried the gold in the middle of four springs that's
formed sort of a square. A half mile to the west, they
jammed an “odd rock” into the fork of a tree. A mile to
the east, they carved a deer into a tree and 600 steps to
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

the north they buried the shovels.
After an exhaustive search, the stranger left town empty-handed and never returned.
But the townspeople and early settlers had found all of
the clues.
"My grandmother was in possession of this rock,“ said
Ray Morgenstern, holding an odd shaped rock that
looks like a Native American tool.
Morgenstern’s family founded the village and owned a
significant amount of land near the Great Trail. The
deed to the land is signed by President Andrew Jackson.
“One of our ancestors was splitting rails and cut this
tree and found it,” said Morgenstern. The tree had apparently grown around it.
Shovels, rifles and soldiers' remains were also unearthed on neighboring properties and storm revealed
the deer carving.
“The storm came through years later and blew bark off
a tree and under that was a deer carved there,” said
Bartley. “But we’ve never found the gold.”
Over the years countless people have brought all sorts
of equipment to the area looking for the treasure, but
all have left empty-handed.
Bartley and Morgenstern believe that’s because the
most important clue has vanished.

Read The Stream
By Rick Mattingly

O

ne of the most important clues to locating gold within any stream — look where the gold is! Sounds
simple, but it is obviously more difficult than it
sounds.
The first thing to remember is the fact that gold is very
heavy. As a result, it takes a lot of force to move it. With this
in mind, be aware that most movement of gold within the
stream takes place early in year when the stream flows are
highest. These high flows actually move and reform the
stream channel, and the gold along with it.
An important feature to look for are natural rock dykes and
ledges which cross the stream bed. These features are always worth checking out as they create natural riffles which
trap heavy material, just like the riffles in your sluice box.
Gold, being as heavy as it is, seeks the lowest point in the
stream bed material. Just as it settles out in your gold pan,
the movement of water within the stream allows the gold to
burrow down until it meets solid material, such as a layer
of clay or bedrock.
Considering the “burrowing” nature of gold then, always
remember the tip to check closely any cracks you find in the
bedrock. Gold will drop into these cracks and settle as low
as it can go. Invest the time to thoroughly clean out those
✍
cracks and reap the rewards!

The four springs are gone.
“A spring just being a water outlet from the ground,
sometimes they dry up, sometimes they go away, sometimes they reappear,” said Morgenstern.
Could the springs and saturated soil have caused the
gold to shift underground or sink deeper into the
earth?
They say anything is possible and that’s why the search
continues.
Bartley wrote a fictional book about the gold titled,
“Henry Muselle’s Treasure,” and believes that some day
the gold might still be found.
“Technology has improved over the last ten years,” said
Bartley, “If we had the right area pegged we might be
able to find something.”
For more information and to communicate with Roger
Bartley, head to this Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/lostfrenchgold/

✍
YIKES …. I hear dueling banjoes !
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WD-40 Tips
By Evelyn H. Armstrong
Boredom Therapy Staff
Here Are 20 Little-Known Ways That WD-40
Can Change A Person’s Life

I

f you have ever had to deal with a squeaky set of
door hinges, then chances are you’ve used WD-40
before. However, if that’s all you are using this
amazing stuff for, then you are seriously missing out!

While most people tend to think of WD-40 as an industrial product best used by handymen and machinists, the truth is
that’s only part of how it can be used.
WD-40 actually has dozens of other
uses that are sure to surprise you. If
you have a can of WD-40 lying
around the house, here are 20 amazing hacks to get you started. Once
you find out how much it can do,
you’ll never go without it again!
1. Polishing silver: If you have a collection of silver that always seems to
be tarnishing over time, WD-40 can
definitely help you out with that.
Spray down your silver and wipe it
clean. It’s just that easy to keep it
looking sparkly and new!
2. Cleaning shoes: When it comes to
sneakers, WD-40 is a person’s absolute best friend. In the winter, you
can remove stubborn rock salt spots
that build up by spraying them and
wiping them down. If you want to
make your whole shoe waterproof,
spray the entire surface with the
stuff.
3. Protecting bird feeders: While having a bird feeder in your yard is a
great way to keep beautiful birds in
plain view, squirrels are notorious
for stealing seeds from them. To
keep these critters away, spray down
the center pole with WD-40 and the
squirrels will slide right off.
4. Cleaning toilets: Depending on the
type of water in your house, cleaning your toilet can
feel like a pointless task. If you use WD-40 the same
way you would use your regular toilet bowl cleaner,

you’ll notice that it gets clean quickly and stays clean
longer.
5. Unsticking gum: Chewing gum is delicious and a
great way to keep hunger at bay—but when it doesn’t
make it to the actual trash can, it can get stuck on
shoes and other surfaces and never come off. If you
need to banish hard, chewed-up gum, go ahead and
spray it down with WD-40. That will help it come
right off!
6. Removing crayon marks: Do you have kids who
love to take their crayons and scribble on walls and
even on furniture? Don’t break your back trying to
remove the marks! Instead, lightly
spray them with WD-40 and they
should rub right off.
7. Defrosting ice: Whether you live in
a cold climate year-round or you’re
gearing up for the winter season,
spray your windows down with WD40 and then wipe the excess away.
Believe it or not, this will keep the ice
from sticking to your windows and
save you time getting out of the driveway in the morning.
8. Removing water stains: It’s so
frustrating that the same shower you
step into to get clean tends to collect
a crazy amount of water stains. If you
want to get rid of them fast, follow up
your usual cleaning routine with a
spritz of WD-40 and watch the water
stains disappear.
9. Polishing scissors: If you use scissors in the kitchen or crafting regularly, then you know just how sticky
they can get over time. If you want to
keep that stickiness at bay, polish
them regularly with a healthy dose of
WD-40 and they’ll be just perfect.
10. Removing stickers and price
tags: If you have ever tried to peel off
a sticker on a window or a bumper
sticker on your car, you know what a
hassle it can be. Using WD-40 makes
it a breeze. Just coat the sticker and
gently peel it away!
11. Unsticking zippers: Is there anything more frustrating than having a zipper on your backpack or your
favorite coat get totally and absolutely stuck in place?
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Here’s good news: if you spray WD-40 on the zippers and gently work
them back and forth, they’ll slide right back into place!
12. Removing tea and coffee stains: If you or a house guest have ever
spilled a little coffee or tea on a table in your home, you know how
hard it can be to ever get it out again. Thankfully, combining your regular cleaning routine with a squirt of WD-40 will banish it in no time.
13. Banishing tar stains: If your car gets covered in tar, then it’s definitely time to break out the WD-40. Just spray down the surfaces and
even the most stubborn patches should melt away like hot butter!
How great is that?
14. Taking off rings: If you wear a ring regularly then you probably
know what it’s like when it gets stuck on your finger. It happens to
everyone at some time or another. Don’t panic! The easiest way to
remove it is to cover your finger with WD-40 and then slide it off. It
works like magic!
15. Remove lipstick: Lipstick is always a fun way to make your look
for the day pop. Unfortunately, it’s less fun when it transfers onto other items of clothing and settles in to stain. Luckily for you, WD-40 as
a pre-wash stain treatment will help remove that lipstick in no time
flat.
16. Helps Open Rusty Locks: If you’ve got a rusty key or a keyhole
that won’t cooperate, apply some WD-40 and you should be able to
gain easy entry.
17. Extends the Life of Shower Heads: This is another little-known
household use for WD-40. Shower heads have a tendency to break
down over time, but applying WD-40 can extend their life span by
years.
18. Removes Mildew From Refrigerator Gasket: We’ve all seen it before: Disgusting gunk builds up on your refrigerator gasket. Well, WD40 will remove this. Simply apply, let it sit for a few minutes, wipe off,
and you’re done.
19. Filters Dust When Sprayed on Air Conditioning Filter: Spray a
light coating of WD-40 on your AC filter before installing, and your
filter becomes exponentially more effective. I tried this method, and it
did seem like I was breathing cleaner air in my home. Later, when I
went to change out a filter that I had sprayed with WD-40, it seemed
to have filtered a great deal more dust than normal.
20. Whether it is an old sticker or leftover tape from winterizing your
home, spraying a little WD-40 on the affected area will make removal
easy to complete.

✍
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Gold Glossary
Lode Deposit--a vein of mineral
ore deposited between nonmetallic rock layers.

Gold Facts
Symbol: AU
Atomic Number: 79
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F)
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:
2.5 - 3
Karat
24K = 100% Pure Gold
18K = 75% Pure Gold
14K = 58% Pure Gold
10K = 42% Pure Gold
Troy Weights
1 grain = 0.0648 grams
24 grains = 1 penny
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams
20 DWT = 1 ounce =
480 grains = 31.10 grams
12 ounces = 1 Troy pound =

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE!
Call Rick Mattingly
at 970-669-1205
or rickmatt@q.com
Page 15

Trading Post
WANTED: RMPTH Member seeking to purchase used Garrett
AT Gold or AT Pro. Contact Steve at 970-556-0755. Leave
message.
FOR SALE: Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at
(970) 6667-3705.
FOR SALE: A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Prospector
and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton tees. See and
order from:
http://BestBlackandGold.com.
FOR SALE: 5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hi-banker with
dredge attachment w/adjustable stand, Gold Grabber Hibanker, 125 feet hose, Rock net and steel cable, misc. fittings and valves & large metal bucket. Prefer to sell all together for $1,350 but negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at
(303) 833-6848 or
estick@live.com.
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment. Call Kathie 970-2211623
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.

NOTE:
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and
seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH.

About Trading Post
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads
for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968
evenings
or e-mail at: rickmatt@q.com
Commercial Advertising
Specifications
(Monthly Donation Rate)
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")
$30
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")
One Third Page (3" X 4")
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")

$20
$15
$ 5

Ads must be received by the 15th of the
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for
information on this service at
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:
rickmatt@q.com.

All mistakes and
misspellings were
intentionally made so
that you could have
the pleasure of finding them.
Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum
Golden, Colorado
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or
geomuseum@mines.edu
Identification of specimens is performed
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS

Big Wyoming Nugget
by Rick Mattingly

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work
those claims without the owner’s permission
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licenses
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only,
and in accordance with current State and Federal
guidelines
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the
environment
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and
debris that I find - I will not litter
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to
those around me at all time
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting
and mining
I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor discharge excess silt into the waterways
I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream
I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water
I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting
and mining

I

n the September, 1997 issue of "The News" we reported that a large gold nugget had been found in
the South Pass, Wyoming area. Several attendees of
the August South Pass trip had spoken with the man
who had located this nugget but no further information
was available, other than the nugget was reported to
have weighed in at a whopping 7-1/2 ounces!
Now, in the March/April issue of "Gold & Treasure
Hunter" magazine there appears an article by David
Toussaint titled "Coin Detector Locates 7-1/2 Ounce
Nugget" which apparently solves the mystery nugget story. In this article Mr. Toussaint interviews the lucky
finder of the nugget in question, Mr. Bill Cogswell of
Rock Springs, Wyoming. Mr. Cogswell stated that he
recovered the nugget from an old mine tailing pile located on private property in the South Pass area using a
Fisher CZ-7 detector. Luckily, Mr. Cogswell knew the
current property owner and was able to obtain permission to detect there. In an interesting side note, he was
actually searching for a substantially larger nugget reported to have been lost in the tailings from this mine
back when it was in active operation in the late 1800's.
The prize nugget, valued at over $11,000, is circled in
the photo near Mr. Cogswell's wrist. Congratulations to
Mr. Cogswell for his research and field work leading to
a terrific find.
By the way, the excellent Gold & Treasure Hunter magazine, official publication of the Modern Gold Miner &
Treasure Hunter's Association, is of interest to both the
prospector and detectorist. Published bi-monthly, subscription cost is $18 per year. For subscription information call (530) 493-2062 or e-mail subscriptions@goldgold.com. If you have Internet access, also
check out their very informative Web site at
http://www.goldgold.com.
✍

Offer Your Assistance To Any
Of Our Program Coordinators
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Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
2018 Schedule of Events
Month

Meeting Program

Trip/Activity

January

“Railhead Camps”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

February

“Love Tokens”
By Rick Mattingly

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

March

“Coin Grading”
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin

“Denver GPAA Show”
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show”

April

“Detecting Presentation“
By RMPTH Members

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”
By Wayne Sutherland
“GPS Clinic”

May

“Mining and Refining”
By David Emslie

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space—
Signup Only”
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC”

June

“Nugget Shooting Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour”
“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Detector Challenge”
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships”

July

“Yellowstone Caldera”
By Wayne Sutherland, WSGS

“Grasslands Detector Hunt”
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour”
“Eureka Rush To The Rockies Hunt”

August

“Geological Formations
Associated With Gold”
By

“Clear Creek Gold Outing”
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk”

September

“Gold Scales Presentation”
By Rick Mattingly

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt”
“Stone Age Fair”
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show”

October

“Jade Hunting”
Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan”

“Off-Road Detector Outing”

November

“Annual “Show & Tell” &
Silent Auction”

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

December

“Annual Christmas Party”
“Find of the Year Program”
“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year”

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show”

Good Hunting in 2018!
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Rocky Mountain
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters
Contact List
RMPTH Coordinators

Home

E-Mail

President

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Vice President

Tim Coatman

1-970-353-1919

old37chev@aol.com

Treasurer

Dick & Sharon French

1-970-482-2110

dickyf99@centurylink.net

Secretary

Darlene Bradley

1-970-532-2344

dbmios@earthlink.net

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Finds Program

Dave Landes
Betsy Emond
Joe Johnston

1-720-985-4186
1-970-218-0290
1-303-696-6950

midnightoil45@aol.com
bemond@fcgov.com
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Presentations

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Club Historian

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Club Meeting Greeter

Barbara Schuldt

1-970-407-1336

Club Librarian

Joe Johnston

1-303-696-6950

cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Club Photo Librarian

Tom Warne

1-970-635-0773

goldigger48@msn.com

Meeting Setup

Need Volunteer

Door Prize

Tim Coatman

1-970-353-1919

old37chev@aol.com

50/50 Drawing

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

Coin Raffle

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

The News Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Internet Web Site
Web Master
Volunteers/Coordinators

———————–

———————–

———————–

General Information Contact: Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at: http://rmpth.com

Let’s Go For The Gold !
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