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World's Largest Gold 

Crystal Found 

G 
old is a chemical element with symbol Au 
(from Latin: aurum) and atomic number 79. 
In its purest form, it is a bright, slightly 
reddish yellow, dense, soft, malleable, 

and ductile metal. 
 
Chemically, gold is a transition metal and a 
group 11 element. 
 
Gold often occurs in free elemental (native) 
form, as nuggets or grains, in rocks, in veins, 
and in alluvial deposits. It occurs in a solid so-
lution series with the native element silver (as 
electrum) and also naturally alloyed with cop-
per and palladium. 
 
It's the size of a golf ball, but a lot more valua-
ble: Scientists at Los Alamos National Labora-

(Continued on page 3) 

Researchers at Los Alamos National Laboratory have deter-
mined that this is the world's largest single crystal of gold. Pho-
to: John Rakovan 
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T he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters 
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278  

Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO.  80524. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍ 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 

Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.  
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items! 

 
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each 

meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more 
money than they came with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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How The Old Timers Did 

It 
 

I n years gone by those who were interested in the 
next day's weather did their forecasting by taking 
into consideration such things as the color of the 

sky, the formation of the clouds, the direction of the 
wind, and other signs. 
 
There are a number of weather rhymes that do a pret-
ty good job of predicting the weather. My dad had 
great confidence in this little one which proved to be 
correct about three-quarters of the time: 
 
When sun or moon is in its house Likely there will be 
rain without. 
 
Then there is that well known one that most of us 
heard years ago: 
 
Red sky at night, 
Sailors' delight, 
Red sky in the morning, 
Sailors take warning. 
 
Another interesting one takes into consideration the 
atmospheric pressure and its effect on certain birds: 
 
Swallows flying way up high 
Mean there's no rain in the sky. 
Swallows flying near the ground 
Mean a storm will come around. 
 
And the last one I'll pass along concerns how smoke 
rises out of a chimney or a campfire. 
 
If smoke goes high 
No rain comes by. 
If smoke hangs low 
Watch out for a blow. 
 
So, before you pack up your TH'ing equipment and 
take off, check your nearest weather station or apply 
the above rhymes and you will see that they will 
work for you too. 
 
 
Barry 
Alias Meteorologist 
 
✍ 
 

tory's Lujan Neutron Scattering Center have 
verified that a heavy piece of gold, found years 
ago in Venezuela, is, in fact, a single crystal of 
the valuable element — and it's worth an esti-
mated $1.5 million. 
 
The lump of gold, which weighs 217.78 grams 
(about 7.7 ounces), was brought to Los Alamos 
to confirm whether it was a single crystal of 
gold, or a more common multiple-crystal 
structure. 
 
"The structure or atomic arrangement of gold 
crystals of this size has never been studied be-
fore, and we have a unique opportunity to do 
so," Miami University geologist John Rakovan 
said in a statement. 
 
To determine the nugget's internal structure, 
Rakovan and his colleagues used two 
sophisticated machines: a neutron single-
crystal diffraction (SCD) instrument, which de-
termines the atomic arrangement of single 
crystals; and a high-pressure/preferred orien-
tation (or HIPPO) instrument, which measures 
the crystal structure and the orientation of 
crystals in a polycrystalline material. These 
noninvasive techniques determined that the 
gold piece was, indeed, a very large and very 
rare single crystal of gold. 
 
geologyin.com/2015/09/worlds-largest-gold-crystal-
found.html 
 

✍ 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

“A liberal’s paradise would be a 
place where everybody has guar-
anteed employment, free com-

prehensive healthcare, free edu-
cation, free food, free housing, 
free clothing, free utilities, and 
only law enforcement has guns. 
And believe it or not, such a 

place does indeed already exist: 
It's called Prison." 

 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio 

Maricopa County, Arizona 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 

 

 

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 

I WILL fill all excavations.  
 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 

I WILL leave gates as found.  
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 

I WILL NOT litter.  
 

I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 

I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
FLOAT: A term often used among miners and geologists, 
for pieces of ore or rock that have fallen from veins; or 
strata; or have been separated from the parent vein by 
weathering agencies. Not usually applied to stream 
gravel's, but can be washed into a waterway over time. 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

April, 2019 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Mike Zukas – Half Quarter 
Oldest Coin:  Tom Marschall – 
1888 V Nickel 
Largest Raw Gold:  Logan Strong 
– Vial of Gold 
Most Raw Gold:  Robert Nielsen – 
Clear Creek Gold 
Best Bottle:  Tom Marschall – 
Antique Bottle 
Best Jewelry:   
    Barb Schuldt – Gold Ring 
Most Unique Find:  
    Tom Marschall – Horse Spur 
Token:  
    Barb Schuldt – Colorado Tax 
Token 
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:   
    Barb Schuldt – Agate Speci-
men 
 
 
 
 

The finds are heating up!! 

Gold! gold! gold! gold! 
Bright and yellow, hard and cold, 
Molten, graven, hammered and rolled; 
Heavy to get and light to hold; 
Stolen, borrowed, squandered, doled; 
Spurned by the young, but hugged by the old  
To the very verge of the church-yard-mould; 
Price of many a crime untold; 
Gold! gold! gold! gold! 
Good and bad, a thousand fold. 
 
Thomas Hood 
Boston Museum Weekly 
October, 1849 
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Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 

 

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 

Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 

will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 

from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 

http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
May—Barb Schuldt & Bob Murphy 
June—Brian Bussell 
July—Virgil & Linda Kapperman 
August—Volunteer Needed 
September—Volunteer Needed 
October—Volunteer Needed 
November– Dan Kelly 
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Giant Diamond Find 
 

Petra Diamonds adds 209.9 carat gem to Cullinan treasure 
 

P etra Diamonds said on Thursday it had recovered a 209.9 carat ‘Type II’ diamond at its flagship Cullinan 
mine, the third recovery of such a large gem since March. The miner bought Cullinan in 2008, aiming to 
breathe new life into the South African mine renowned for yielding the largest 3,106 carats rough gem dia-

mond ever found in 1905. 
 
The mine is also the world’s main source of rare blue diamonds. In March, Petra found a 425-carat diamond at 
the mine, and called it ‘The Legacy’. 
 
Petra Diamonds said the recently discovered 209.9 carat stone was expected to be sold during the fourth quarter 
of its financial year. The company aims to reduce its high debt levels and be cash flow positive in the second half 
of the year, Chief Executive Officer Richard Duffy said on Wednesday. 
 
Shares of the miner were up 4.5 percent at 17.9 pence at 1349 GMT, but are still down some 50 percent this 
year. 
 
REUTERS/Siphiwe Sibeko 
Reporting by Yadarisa Shabong and Noor Zainab Hussain in Bengaluru 
af.reuters.com/article/investingNews/idAFKCN1RU1QC-OZABS   ✍ 
 

It’s getting to be that time of year again! 
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Truth Of Gold In  

Colorado Black Sands 
 

O k. This is a statement we hear a lot. 
 
"There is more gold in the back sands than Re-

covered in the pan" 
Obviously such a statement gets a lot of attention. 
 
This is something many have wondered about. I will 
touch on the origin of this as well as finding for Colo-
rado 
 
The geology is the first thing to consider. Placer black 
sands are highly oxidized pyrites and the majority of 
any gold attached too them has been liberated long 
ago. Especially the further from the source you go. 
 
Freddy Dodge whom I have the pleasure of doing a lot 
of business with also heard this information and per-
sonally spent thousands of dollars of his own money 
investigating this statement. As he processes black 
sand concentrate for dozens of operations. He wanted 
to make sure he was not letting anything go. 
 
So after lots of wasted time and money on assays from 
plants around the state of Colorado it was found the 
maximum amount of gold in any of the black sands 
was about 1/10 oz per ton bonded too and inside the 
iron. Some assays completely devoid. 
No smelter would take it. No one wanted it. 
 
Ironically a few years ago some mining outfit that 
claimed they could recover gold from anything contact-
ed him. 
 
They came down and paid like 70 a ton to buy 20 tons 
of black sands because they "knew they could get the 
gold out" 
 
They came. They make the purchase and load. And 
they went away. 
 
Six months later a follow-up was made....that compa-
ny had zero interest in taking any more. Even for free. 
 
So the placer black sand....are often sold as landscap-
ing sand or just put back in the hole for reclamation. 
As the economics are not there for recovery. So once 
you get your gold. Your good. Toss it. And don't lose 
any sleep over it. 
 
But wait. Why would this information continue to 
propagate in the mining community. 
 
Well, as it turns out,  there is always some kind of 
truth to a wives tale. But the interpretation and 
sources may not have been understood by the non 
scientific mind. 
 
Or it was passed down incorrectly over the last few 
generations since the 1880s 
 
So a quick lesson in ore treatment and smelting and 

hard rock gold. …... 
 
Sulfides and pyrites in quartz in many districts have gold 
and silver inter-layered with in the matrix of the pyrite it's 
self. 
 
The pyrite, being white or yellow, was crushed up for a 
method to extract the gold via oxidization of said pyrite. 
 
After mining and collecting the ore. It was spread out on 
sheets of iron or brick in a giant oven. And heated by fire-
wood under the pyrite to heat and drive the sulfur away. 
As it heated up the sulfide would start to oxidize and 
burn. Pyrite has half as many BTUs per ton. As a ton of 
coal. So once it starts burning it goes. 
 
This released he sulfur into the air and left behind an 
oxidized black sand. Here is the magic bullet of misun-
derstanding. 
 
The black sand was cooled and then exposed to a lixi-
vant. Either cyanide. Amonium thio sulfate, or hypoclo-
rate salt solutions. 
 
The oxidized ore and the micron gold would then dis-
solve into the solution and was extracted after decanting 
the solution from the oxidized black sands. 
 
The black sand was then discarded. And the precious 
metals removed from the solutions via different chemical 
means of precipitation or electrowined out. 
 
Gold and silver was then melted and sold to the mint. 
 
So it is highly probable that people who didn't under-
stand the process but saw this sorcery preformed would 
talk about it and tell tales to their children. 
 
After these processes were abandoned or kept secret, 
those "in the kinda know" would have talked or maybe 
just to mess with simpletons and country bumkins tell or 
confused placer black sands with hard rock black sands. 
One being laden with gold. And the others nearly devoid. 
 
Now. To be fair some miners grind the black sands to get 
some liberation and change the shape of gold that was 
missed or rolled or bent flakes that act like sails that car-
ry them off the tables into the waste sand. Grinding and 
changing the shape from bent sails and spheres to flat 
flakes allows for recovery of those gold flakes. But they 
are few and far between. 
 
I hope this information is helpful and keeps folks from 
chasing unicorns. 
 
Below is not a picture of Pittsburgh. That is Blackhawk 
Colorado and professor Hills smelting works. They 
would roast the pyrites to drive off the sulfur the. Contin-
ue treatment depending on the type of ore. 
 
A cord of firewood cost half an oz of gold in those days 
and professor Hill became one of the richest men in in 
Colorado and his company merged into what became 
Asarco, or the American Smelting and Refining company. 
 
David Emslie  ✍ 
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check: 
 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf 

Gold Panning Chalk 

Creek Canyon, CO 
 

T he Chalk Creek canyon was once home to the  
Chalk  Creek  mining  district,  one  of Colorado's  
richest  mining  districts.  During the  1870's  and  

1880's  the  towns  of Hortense,  Alpine,  St.  Elmo, Rom-
ley and Hancock thrived as a result of the discovery of 
gold and silver-laden ore. 
 
Most all of the historic mines are located on  private  
property  and  visitors  cannot access these mines with-
out property owners permission. 
 
Gold panning is permitted along the Chalk Creek.  The  
best  section  for  panning  is located west of Cascade 
campground. 
 
Directions: From Buena Vista, Colorado, travel south for 
about 7 miles on Highway 285. Turn right onto  County  
Road  162,  and  travel  west passing the Mt. Princeton 
Hot Springs resort (private), for 6 miles. An information 
kiosk is located on the right side of the road, just across  
from  the  Colorado  Trail  (#1776) trailhead. 
 
General Notes: Several interpretive signs tell the story of 
the Chalk Creek canyon and its history and geology.  
Chalk  Creek  canyon  is  a  popular visitor attraction 
during the summer months. 
 
Parking:  
Parking is provided for 4-5 vehicles at the information 
kiosk. 
Accessibility: There  are  no  accessible facilities at  this 
site. 
Camping  is  restricted  to  developed campgrounds  in  
the  Chalk  Creek  canyon. Dispersed camping is permit-
ted above the town site of St. Elmo or at the town site of 
Hancock. 
 
No passes or permits required.  
 
If  you  need  other  questions  answered contact the  
Salida Ranger District:  719-539-359 
Visit:   https://www.fs.usda.gov 
 
GPOC Quill Feb 2019 
 
✍ 
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You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

I can’t tell you the number of 
times I get a good signal and then 
realize that I’m looking at a plug 

that another detectorist dug. 
After you’ve heard a great-

sounding target and you’ve found 
a coin, take a few minutes to ex-
amine the area thoroughly before 
you move on. If the hole is super 
deep it's a good idea if you have 

a pinpointer (which is a must 
have) to stick it into the hole 

you’ve just dug to see if anything 
else is in there. 

 
The importance of using the pin-
pointer is if the 2nd coin is deep-
er than the first one then simply 
swinging your coil over the hole 

might not product a signal. By us-
ing a pinpointer and your detec-
tor to double check holes you’ll 
be certain you’re not leaving any 
additional targets behind. Coin 
spills when you find more than 
one coin in the same hole are 

awesome when you come across 
them and they happen pretty of-

ten. 
 

GL and HH! 
 

- Cutaplug 
 

www.cutaplug.com 



Page 10 The News, May 2019 

Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
Fort Collins Senior Center 

1200 Raintree Drive 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 

Directions: 
The Edge Sports Center is located southeast of the intersection of I-25 and State Highway 14 

in east Fort Collins. 

  May Meeting 
Wednesday, May 1. We will meet at The Edge Sports 
Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court, 
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of 
the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 "Maps, Compass & GPS”  

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 

 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
The Edge Sports Center 

4450 Denrose Ct, Fort Collins, CO 80524 
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May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

10 11 

12 
Mother’s Day 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
Armed Forces Day 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Cache Creek Gold 
Outing 

26 
Cache Creek Gold 
Outing 

27 
Memorial Day 

28 29 30 31  

June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

6 7 8 
Leadville Old Gold 
Mines & Turquoise 
Hunt 

9 
Leadville Old Gold 
Mines & Turquoise 
Hunt 

10 11 12 13 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

14 
Flag Day 

15 
 

16 
Father’s Day 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
Ames Monument 
Tour & Metal Detect-
ing 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       
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RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in 
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming 

presentations and outings for the year on a monthly 
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event 
information for each issue of The News. Please get 
information about any particular event to him by the 
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for 

the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting pro-
grams are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs 
website. Planning is a work in progress and addi-
tional outings and activities are added and some-

times deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned 
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the at-

tendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the 
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have 
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last mi-
nute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, 

land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meet-
ing sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuat-

ing circumstances and contact the coordinator or 
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any ques-
tion of an event being cancelled or changed at the 

last minute. 

A decent wage is $20/week. This is big money…In to-
day’s money that collectible gold could be worth 
$10million. 
 
The question of course is who gets to keep it. It was 
found by the boys but it’s in the basement of their ten-
ement building…which they don’t own. They can’t take 
the coins to the bank and quietly exchange them for 
cash because in 1933 President Roosevelt’s Executive 
Order 6102 made it illegal for private citizens to own 
gold bullion or coin. The boys are told that If they take 
the coins to the bank they will be arrested. If they try 
to spend it they will be arrested and the gold will be 
confiscated by the government. What would you do? 
 
I bumped into this fascinating book about this riveting 
event the other day. I finished reading it today. A real 
attention grabber. The book is titled Knight’s Gold 
and is written by Jack Myers. You can find it on Ama-
zon as a paperback or as a Kindle read. 
 
Jack does one 
heck of an in-
vestigator’s job 
in unraveling 
the mystery of 
who put the pot 
of gold in that 
basement and 
why. He is also 
a fine storytell-
er taking read-
ers vividly through America’s relevant confederate his-
tory and the lives of a few ethically challenged dream-
ers. 
 
It reads like a fine historical fiction novel…and that 
would be good enough…but it’s all true and that is 
stunning!! 
 
Jack deftly draws us into the story with connections 
that go back to the assassination of Lincoln, the Ala-
mo and even the slave trade. 
 
It’s one good bouncy ride through history and the hu-
man condition. 
 
What’s more..gold caches of the same parentage are 
still presumably hidden today in places all over the 
country. No nine clues. Just a big fat pot full of collect-
ible gold hidden for secret purposes that never saw 
the light of day. 
 
I was captivated throughout the story not only by the 
thorough investigation and gripping historical tale but 
also by the nagging question…are the boys going to get 

(Continued on page 13) 

Two Boys Find Hidden 

Gold 
 
by dal- 
 

T wo fatherless kids living on the edge of poverty 
with their mothers in Baltimore found a hid-
den pot full 

of gold coins quite 
by accident when 
they were digging a 
hole to hide some 
small items of their 
own back in 1934. 
 
The face value of 
the gold is nearly 
$28K but all the 
gold coins are from 
the 19th century so the value as collectible gold is 
much, much higher. In 1934 a three bedroom, brand 
new home cost about $6K. 
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to keep the money or will the government, lawyers or 
the bad guys get it instead…a question certainly rele-
vant to our own search… 
 
Looking for a good read til the snow melts? Try 
Knight’s Gold by Jack Myers. It’s available on Ama-
zon. 
 
BTW: Jack mentioned that searchers should be aware 
that some KGC treasure was reportedly moved to Ok-
lahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and perhaps 
Utah during the 1870s and 1880s. Knights’ Gold will 
give some clues as to what to keep an eye out for 
when looking for these transplanted KGC treasures. 
 
dalneitzel.com/2017/03/05/boys-find-gold 
 
✍ 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Great Coin Find 
 

Coin Found With a Metal Detector Sells for 
$430,000 

 
 

S o are you one those people like I am that watch-
es those metal detector people and wonder, 
"Don't they have a life?" 

 
Usually on hot sunny days they prowl the beach 
dressed in winter-wear in search of the old watch, 
coins or can opener. But it seems a Lillian King, of 
East Hampton, New York, found a rare Massachusetts 
1652 silver "sixpence" in a Massachusetts farm field 
32 years ago and sold it in 1992 for a reported 
$35,200. 
  
Now reports from the Associated Press have the very 
same coin being sold for $430,000. They report that 
to anyone's best knowledge only six to eight of these 
coins still exist. The sale was reportedly completed at 
the Colonial Coin Collectors Club in Baltimore. Of 
course Ms. King was reported to have said when in-
formed of the sale something along the lines of, "I 
wish I had held on to it." 
 
In fact, in September 2009 in a rural English field a 
metal detector enthusiast found an Anglo-Saxon gold 
hoard. It was reported, "The hoard included 5 kilo-
grams (11 pounds) of gold and 2.5 kilograms (5.5 
pounds) of silver. That is more than three times the 
amount of gold found at Sutton Hoo, one of Britain's 
most important Anglo-Saxon sites." This was said by 
the local council in Staffordshire where the haul was 
found. 
 
The hoard was discovered by Englishman Terry Her-
bert, who was using a metal detector he bought more 
than a decade earlier in a jumble sale for only a few 
British pounds. He belonged to a local metal detecting 
club in Staffordshire and was just out enjoying his 
hobby when he made the find. 
 
While doing research for this blog, I stumbled across 
many ads for "Black Friday" sales of metal detectors, 
including Radio Shack! 
 
One website pitching the "enjoyment" of metal detec-
tors said this": "Treasure hunting finds like old coins, 
civil war relics, jewelry, are but some examples of 
metal detector finds that are being found today. 
Treasure hunting can be a fun for young and old alike 
but, WARNING it can be very addictive. The first time 
you find an old coin with your metal detector or hold 
a piece of long lost civil war history in your hand, 
you'll be hooked." But it also said, " You will most 
likely never become rich from the hobby. But, if you 
consider the hours of enjoyment, fresh air, healthy 
exercise and small treasures you find with your metal 
detector find as payment, you'll be compensated well 
for your time and your new metal detector will most 

The Two Enemies of the  
People Are Criminals and 

Government, so let us tie the 
second down with the chains 
of the constitution so the 
second will not become the 

legalized version of the first. 
 

Thomas Jefferson 

likely pay for its self the first year you own it with the 
finds you make. Now, what other hobbies can say 
that!" 
 
As a boy I use to go into the local woods off a golf 
course to find a treasure; what I usually found were 
old golf balls. However, the excitement of finding an 
old belt buckle or ring might be exciting, yet I must 
confess it's not for me. But since I turn 60 years old in 
December maybe a metal detecting hobby is in my 
future. LOL, then I can wear ski clothes on the beach 
in the summer while I hover all over the local beaches 
with my metal detector. 
 
patch.com/new-york/southampton/bp--on-the-lighter-
side-coin-found-with-a-metal-detecba1ec10d89 
 
✍ 
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Gold Glossary 
 
FLOUR GOLD: A loose description of 
fine size particles of gold; usually runs 
minus #40 mesh and constitutes a 
rough 40,000 or more flakes or colors 
per ounce. This size of gold is com-
monly found in flood gold deposits 
along gravel bars and the outside of 
bends in a waterway. 

Symbol: AU 

Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 

Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 
Specific Gravity: 19.2 

MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  
2.5 - 3 

 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 

18K = 75%    Pure Gold 

14K = 58%    Pure Gold 

10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 

Troy Weights 

 

1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 
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All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 

Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  
geomuseum@mines.edu 

 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabo-
chons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970-221-
1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Con-
tact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH. 

About Trading Post 

 
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post for 

three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads for topic 
related items up to 10 lines (or 70 words) long are 
free. To place an ad in Trading Post contact Rick 

Mattingly at (970) 669-1205 evenings. Or 
Email at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 

Specifications 

(Monthly Donation Rate) 

 
Full Page (8 1/2” X 7”)   $30 
Half Page (3 1/4”X 7”)   $20 
One Third Page (3’X4”)  $15 
Business Card (2 3/4”X1 1/2”)    $5 

 
Ads must be received by the 13 t5th of the preceding 

month. Contact Rick Mattingly for information on 
this service at (970) 669-1205 evenings or email at: 

rickmatt@q.com 
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 

 

I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 

 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 

 

I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 

I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 

 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 

 

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 

 

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January 

“Metal Detecting” 
By Joe Johnston 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February 

“Gold Sluicing” 
By Bob Murphy 

“Tour of the Wyoming State Museum” 

March 

“Bingham Hill Cemetery” 
By Rose Brinks 

“Tour Sterling, CO Museum” 
“Denver GPAA Show” 

“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show” 

April 
“The Mining Camps Speak“ 

By Beth Sagsteter 
“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic” at Lions Open Space” 

May “Maps, Compass & GPS” 
“Cache Creek Gold Outing” 

“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 

June 

“Finding Gold In Colorado” by Kevin 
Singel 

“Leadville Old Mines and Turquois Hunting” 
“Ames Monument Tour and Metal Detecting” 

July 

“Gold and Platinum In Wyoming” by 
Wayne Sutherland 

“South Pass, WY Prospecting & Detecting Outing” 
“WY Metal Detecting Outing—Barb Schuldt” 

August “TO BE DETERMINED “Corona Pass-Rollins Pass Outing” 

September TO BE DETERMINED 

“Keota Ghost Town Tour” 
“Fort Laramie & Gurnsey Oregon Trail Outing” 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Stone Age Fair” 

“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October “Meteorite Hunting” 
“Off-Road Detector Hunt” 

“Leucite Hills, WY Gold and Gem Outing” 

November 
“Annual “Show & Tell” &  

Silent Auction” 
No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2019! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 

2019 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 

RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  Interim President Bob Murphy 1-970-330-9009 mrphybob7@aol.com 

Interim Vice President Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Interim Treasurer Wayne Hall 1-970-682-5035 wayneahall@gmail.com 

  Secretary Darlene Bradley 1-970-532-2344 dbmios@earthlink.net 

    

The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 

Dave Landes 

Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 

1-970-218-0290 

1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 

bemond@fcgov.com 

cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations ———————– ———————–  ———————– 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-480-277-0893 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Bob Murphy at 970-330-9009 or mrphybob7@aol.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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