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History Of Placer Gold 

Mining 
 

P lacer gold mining in the United States spans a 
period of nearly 200 years. Earliest mining 
took place in the Eastern States and particular-

ly in the southern Appalachian region during the late 
1700's and early 1800's, but the richer deposits were 
soon exhausted, and interest turned to the West.  
 
The earliest production of any note in the West was 
from the Old and New Placer Diggings near Golden, 
Santa Fe County, N. Mex. These deposits were 
worked as early as 1828. A few other deposits were 
mined in the succeeding years until the first discovery 
of major importance, that of James Marshall on Jan-
uary 24, 1848, on the American River at Coloma, Cal-
ifornia. This discovery was a major factor in the rapid 
settlement of the West and triggered the first of the 
great gold rushes in the United States. Because of the 
lure and excitement of gold mining, prospectors 
spread throughout the West and in subsequent years 
many more rich placer gold deposits were found.  
 
A selected listing of discoveries subsequent to Coloma 
follows:  
 
1848-49 – California – Trinity and Klamath Rivers. 
1849 – Nevada – Gold Canyon. 
1852 – Oregon – Grants Pass district. 
1852 – Montana – Gold Creek.  
1857 – Nevada – Six-Mile Creek.  
1858 – Arizona – Gila City.  
1858 – Colorado – Cherry Creek, Ralston Creek, 
Platte River. 
1858-60 – Washington – Blewett Pass (northern and 
central parts of State). 
1859 – Colorado – Clear Creek, Blue River, Arkansas 
River. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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T he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters 
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278  

Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO.  80524. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍ 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 

Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.  
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items! 

 
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each 

meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more 
money than they came with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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only at a few locations.  
 
Total placer gold production in the United States 
from 1792 through 1968 is given in table 1. California 
and Alaska have accounted for more than three 
fourths of the total production of record. A large 
share of the overall production, it should be added, 
has come from dredges. The following list includes 
essentially all States and counties in which placer 
gold is known to occur (12) (Note: Numbers in paren-
theses refer items in the bibliography at the end of 
this report.)  
 
United States Geological Survey 
 
✍ 

1860-61 – Idaho – Clearwater River, Pierce City, Oro 
Fino, Elk City, Florence, Warren. 
1862 – Montana – Bannock, Alder Creek. 
1862 – Idaho – Boise Basin. 
1862 – Arizona – La Paz district. 
1863-64 – Arizona – Weaver Creek, Lynch Creek. 
1863-64 – Utah – Bingham Canyon.  
1864 – Montana – Helena. 
1867 – Nevada – Tuscarora district. 
1867 – New Mexico – Elizabethtown district. 
1874-75 – South Dakota – Black Hills, Deadwood 
Gulch. 
1876-77 – Nevada – Copper Mountain (Charleston 
district), Osceola. 
1881 – Nevada – Spring Valley. 
 
In Alaska, gold occurrences were reported as early as 
1848, and gold was found in the Yukon region about 
1878; but not until the fabulously rich finds in 1897-
98 in the Yukon's Klondike (in Canadian territory) did 
placer miners really begin to exploit the Alaskan de-
posits. In rapid succession, miners stampeded in 
1898 to rich discoveries in the Nome area of Alaska, 
then in 1902 to the Fairbanks area; the Fairbanks 
placers were among the last of importance to be dis-
covered.  
 
Any history of placer mining would be incomplete 
without a word on dredging, which marked a major 
turn in operational efficiency. Dredging offered a way 
to handle tremendous quantities of material at a low 
unit cost and made it possible to mine where gold val-
ues were as little as a few cents per cubic yard.  
 
Probably the first successful bucketline dredge in the 
United States was operated in 1895 on Grasshopper 
Creek near Bannock in Beaverhead County, south-
western Montana. Others quickly followed, until by 
1910, use of dredges had grown so that in California 
alone about 100 were in existence, of which 63 were 
reported in operation.  
 
The first gold dredging in Alaska occurred about 
1903, and the number of Alaskan dredges grew, until 
in 1914, 42 were in operation. The peak number of 
active dredges, 49, was not reached until 1940; World 
War II then interrupted most operations. Costs rose 
beyond profitable levels after the war, and only a few 
of the deactivated dredges were returned to service.  
 
All gold dredges of any significance in the United 
States have been shut down, and most have been dis-
mantled or sold abroad. Placer gold production today 
is primarily a byproduct of washing sand and gravel 
for use as an aggregate in the construction industry. 
Commercial placer mining by other means continues 

(Continued from page 1) 

Wagon Train Caches 
 
Submitted by Doyle Thibert 
 

I n 1972, treasure hunter Francis Sherman discov-
ered 14 circular gold and silver ingots while 
searching along an old wagon road through 

Willamette Pass in the area between the towns of Cres-
cent and Oak Ridge, Oregon. 
 
The ingots, which were about the size of half a dollar 
but thicker, were dated 1851 and stamped with the 
initials "J.S." Sherman later determined that "J. S." 
stood for wagon master John Stewart, whose wagon 
train had been lost in the pass in the mid-l9th centu-
ry. 
 
A very faint signal on his early 1970s-era detector led 
Sherman to the cache, which was buried 16 inches 
deep near the base of an old tree stump. 
 
In light of this information, it would seem prudent to 
wonder what other caches might have been hidden by 
members of Stewart's wagon train, and it is possible 
that caches that escaped detection with 1970s technol-
ogy might be located by today's deep-seeking detec-
tors. Given the rapid advances in technology in the 
last few years, it is definitely worth a try! 
 
 
August 2000 issue of the Treasure Trail Society news-
letter 
 
✍ 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 

CODE OF ETHICS 

 

 

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 

I WILL fill all excavations.  
 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 

I WILL leave gates as found.  
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 

I WILL NOT litter.  
 

I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 

I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
Flour Gold/Gold Dust - Gold that is so fine that it looks 
and feels like flour or dust. "The bread and butter of pro-
specting." Nuggets are just a bonus. 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

April, 2017 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Tom Marschall – 1964 Dime 
Oldest Coin:   
    Tom Marschall – 1901 Indian-
head Cent 
Largest Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Most Raw Gold:  Virgil Kapper-
man 
Best Bottle:  Barb Schuldt -  
    Calf Feeder Bottle 
Best Jewelry:   
    Tom Marschall – Platinum 
Bracelet 
Most Unique Find:  
    Barb Schuldt – Antique Pocket 
Watch 
Token:  
    Barb Schuldt – Antique Carou-
sel Token  
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:   
    Tom Marschall – Broken Spear 
Point 
 
 
 
 

Some better finds this month! 

Don't smoke, eat 
right, die  
anyway! 

 
- Unknown 
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Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 

 

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 

Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 

will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 

from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 

http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
May — Bob Murphy 
June — Dewey DeCost 
July — Chuck Russell 
August — Brian Bussell 
September — Rick Mattingly 
October — Fred Sugden 
November — George & Peggy Stumpf 

Alfred Wild 
 

Little known history of Loveland,  
Colorado pioneer, Alfred Wild 

 

T his is the story of Alfred Wild, who was the 
first to develop the plaster industry in Colora-
do through a company named Buckhorn Plas-

ter in the 1880's. Along the treeless Big Thompson 
River, Wild found an unusual rock formation called 
The Devil's Backbone, where he homesteaded. First, 
he grew hops and was so successful he was dubbed 
Colorado's Pioneer Hop Grower. When he sold out at 
a large profit, he looked for other avenues of success. 
He was soon introduced to the mining business near 
Cripple Creek.  
 
He started his own machine business and, through 
his ingenuity and improvising, discovered a soft, 
white material that seemed able to absorb water. The 
product was a real nuisance to big mining companies 
but Wild determined to find out something about this 
surplus, unwanted product. He sent a sample of the 
material to the Brown University in Rhode Island and 
the material turned out to gypsum of the highest puri-
ty. Eureka! Wild had a bonanza and no one wanted it.  
 
Experimenting with his wife's pots and pans, he pul-
verized it into a fine power and from that first failed 
experience, he went on to learn how to manufacture 
plaster. Out of money, he found a millionaire to buy 
him a carload of sacks. Shortly, builders everywhere 
were clamoring for his product — what we  know to-
day as Sheetrock or plaster board!  
 
Wild also founded the Bucknorthern Railway, a two 
foot gauge railway line. 
 
✍ 
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they cleaned it, they understood it was more precious. 
 
Archaeologists said about 100 of the silver coins are 
probably from the reign of Harald Gormsson, better 
known as "Harald Bluetooth," who lived in the 10th 
century and introduced Christianity to Denmark. 
 
He was one of the last Viking kings of what is now 
Denmark, northern Germany, southern Sweden and 
parts of Norway. 
 
His nickname came from the fact he had a dead tooth 
that looked bluish, but it's now best known for the 
wireless Bluetooth technology invented by Swedish 
telecom company Ericsson. The company named the 
technology, developed to wirelessly unite computers 
with cellular devices, after him for his ability to unite 
ancient Scandinavia. 
 
The technology logo carries the runic letters for his 
initials HB. 
 
___ 
 
Jan M. Olsen contributed from Copenhagen, Den-
mark. 
 
 
✍ 

German Treasure Find 
 

Archaeologists find silver treasure on 
German Baltic island 

 
Associated Press 
By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER, Associated Press 
The Associated Press  
 

 
BERLIN — Hundreds of 1,000-year of Danish King 
Harald Gormsson have been found on the eastern 
German island of Rue the Baltic Sea. 
 
A single silver coin was first found in January by two 
amateur archaeologists, one of them a 13 year-old 
boy, in a field near the village of Schaprode. The state 
archaeology office then became involved and the en-
tire treasure was uncovered by experts over the week-
end, the Mecklenburg-West Pomerania state archeolo-
gy office said Monday. 
 
"It's the biggest trove of such coins in the southeastern 
Baltic region," the statement said. 
 
The office said the two amateur archeologists were 
asked to keep quiet about their discovery to give pro-
fessionals time to plan the dig and were then invited 
to participate in the recovery. 
 
"This was the (biggest) discovery of my life," hobby 
archaeologist Rene Schoen told the German news 
agency dpa. 
 
Schoen said he and 13-year-old Luca alaschnitschen-
ko were using metal detectors on the field near 
Schaprode when Luca found a little piece that he ini-
tially thought was only aluminum garbage. But when 

&t is with much  
regret that we note 
the passing of (omer 

)lahn. (omer and 
wife +haron were 
early and long-

standing ,-./( club  
members. 1e had 
many great times 

with the )lahns’ over 
the years. 4ur  

sincere condolences 
to (omer’s family. 
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"It isn't pollution 
that's harming 

the environment. 
It's the impuri-
ties in our air 
and water that 
are doing it.." 
--Al Gore,  

Vice President 

1894 Storm Gold News Article 
 
What! Gold right in the very streets of 
Boulder? Has the flood, which washed 
so vast an amount of sand and mud 
down the mountains, proved a blessing 
in disguise? It is said that successful 
sluice mining is being done at Wood-
bury’s place on Valley Road, every yard 
of which has paid well for the work of 
digging and sluicing. That veracious 
young man, Sam Woodbury, points to 
his sluice boxes with pride and exhibits 
some fine nuggets he declares were tak-
en from the flood deposit in front of his 
father’s house. 
 
Boulder Camera and  
Fort Collins Courier 
December 20, 1894 
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check: 
 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf 

Be Fast 
 
BE FAST .... a call to action in event of stroke 

 

B alance—is there sudden loss of balance while 
walking or an inability to sit up straight? 
 

Eyes—is there sudden blurred or double vision or 
sudden, persistent vision trouble? 
 
Face—does one or both sides of the face droop when 
they smile? 
 
Arms—ask the person to raise both arms. Does one 
side drift downward? Is there numbness? 
 
Speech—does the person have slurred or garbled 
speech?  
 
Time—call 911 for immediate medical attention if you 
notice one or more of these signs. Take note of what 
time symptoms began. 
 
 
BE FAST was developed by Intermountain 
Healthcare, as an adaptation of the FAST model im-
plemented by the American Stroke Association.  
 
Reproduced with permission from Intermountain 
Healthcare.  
Copyright 2011, Intermountain Healthcare. 
 
Aspen Club News 
 
✍ 

Walk This Way? 
 
By Jay Pastor 
 

A fter you scan to the end of a row in a field, turn 
around 180-degrees and work your way back 
to the starting point.  

 
Why? 
 
Because (and most experienced detectorists would 
agree) you never find everything the first time you 
scan a stretch of ground. Sometimes you find even 
more on the return than you did on your initial scan-
ning trip out. Often targets sit at odd angles beneath 
the soil, which causes you to miss. 
 
And, there's no easy way to change your walking to do 
away with this problem. 
 
It happens because we travel on two feet, and each of 
us has his own individual ingrained stride that he's 
used most of his life. Altogether greater care, more 
even swings, and overlapping scans can help a lot, 
there's still much you'll leave in the ground. 
 
The best way to hit the targets you didn't snag the first 
time is not to change your walking style, but to ap-
proach the route from a different angle or direction. 
Its worth the effort. 
 
 
Lost Treasure Newsletter 4-17-18 
 
✍ 

Minelab E-Trac 

Pay attention and save your 
own life or the life of those 

around you! 
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You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

Dating Antique Bottles 
 

Common bottles you'll find in many an-
tique shops are candy containers, fire 
extinguisher globes, whiskey bottles, 

ink bottles, barbershop, tonic and min-
eral water bottles. Particularly valued 
are liquor bottles with presidents or 
politicians on them, tonic bottles in 

the shape of the body and fire extin-
guisher globes still containing the 
chemicals necessary to put out a 

flame. 
 

Usually older bottles from this period 
will be greenish/blue due to the impu-
rities in the glass, there may also be 
bubbles, surface marks and bits of 

stone in the glass. 
 

To date a hand-blown bottle, look at 
the poltil marks on the bottom, if 

there is color in them - 1845 to 1870 
are the most likely years of manufac-

ture. 
 

To date a molded bottle, look at the 
height of the seam, the higher the 

seam-the later the bottle. Pre-1860, 
the side mold marks don't go all the 
way up the neck of the bottle, in the 

late 1800s they ran to about a quarter 
inch from the top and after 1903, the 
seam will run all the way to the top of 

the bottle.  
 

References: 
Munsey, Cecil, The Illustrated Guide 

to Collecting Bottles, Hawthorn Books, 
1970. 
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Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
The Edge Sports Center 

4450 Denrose Court 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 

Directions: 
The Edge Sports Center is location on Denrose Court, situated in the southeast quadrant of the 

State Highway 14/ I-25 intersection. The building is immediately east of McDonalds.  
Park in the large parking lot at the east side of the building. 

  May Meeting 
Wednesday, May 2. We will meet at The Edge Sports 
Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court at 
6:00PM.  
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of 
the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 "Mining & Refining” by David Emslie.  
David is now doing it all: mining, smelting and refin-
ing. 

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 
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May 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

3 4 5 
Prospecting & Detect-
ing Clinic at Lions Open 
Space  9:00-12:00 

6 
 

7 8 9 10 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

11 12 
Let’s Go Gold Panning 
On The Arkansas Event 
GPOC 

13 
Mother’s Day 

Let’s Go Gold Panning 
On The Arkansas Event 
GPOC 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

June 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

7 
 

8 9 
Ames Monument and 
Sherman Townsite Tour 
9:00-12:00 

10 11 12 13 14 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

15 16 
State Annual Gold 
Panning Champion-
ships 

17 
State Annual Gold 
Panning Champion-
ships 

18 19 20 21 
Detector Challenge and 
BBQ  5:00-9:00 

22 23 
Clear Creek Gold Out-
ing 9:00-12:00 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in 
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming 

presentations and outings for the year on a monthly 
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event 
information for each issue of The News. Please get 
information about any particular event to him by the 
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for 

the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting pro-
grams are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs 
website. Planning is a work in progress and addi-
tional outings and activities are added and some-

times deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned 
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the at-

tendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the 
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have 
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last mi-
nute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, 

land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meet-
ing sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuat-

ing circumstances and contact the coordinator or 
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any ques-
tion of an event being cancelled or changed at the 

last minute. 

"Frisbeetarianism 
is the belief that 

when you die, 
your soul goes up 
on the roof and 

gets stuck." 
 

- George Carlin 

A Brief Story Of  

Leadville 
 

T he story of Leadville is as varied as the search for 
gold and silver. It began its life as a placer gold 
camp in the 1860's, with the discovery of gold in 

California Gulch. A small mining camp sprung up, 
called Oro City, which nearly died within a decade. In 
1874, with H. A.W. Tabor running the only general 
store, and tiny at that, geologist Alvin Wood and William 
Stevens bought out the local ditch company and ran the 
placer mines by themselves. They quickly noticed that 
the black sands in the bottom of the sluice were a bit 
unusual and of a different character, so they assayed the 
black sand and found it contained 40 ounces of silver 
per ton. They traced the sand to outcrop and began 
mining, and with that, came a rush. The year was 1877. 
Oro City was about to become Leadville. 
 
Within a year, with the rush underway, the world began 
to learn about the rich silver deposits at Leadville. By 
1879, the silver was pouring out. About that time the 
USGS was created, and under the guidance of Clarence 
King, skilled geologists were sent to the most important 
mining regions of the Country to begin a detailed geolog-
ic study that the Government hoped would lead to the 
discovery of ore deposits. Frank Emmons, a Harvard 
graduate, was put in charge of the Rocky Mountain Re-
gion. Emmons had also attended the prestigious mining 
schools of Europe, the Freiberg School of Mines and the 
Ecloe Imperiale des Mines in Paris. Emmons then 
worked with King and Arnold Hague on the Fortieth 
Parallel survey. In 1879 he proceeded to begin the study 
of Leadville, one of about a dozen spots chosen for the 
first work by the USGS.  
 
Leadville is composed of at least six different mining 
districts historically, including: California [Gulch], Oro, 
Iowa Gulch, Carbonate Hill, Fryer Hill, Breece (Breeze), 
and Battle Mountain (not to be confused with Battle 
Mountain of Cripple Creek.) 
 
Emmons completed the Geologic work at Leadville by 
1881, though the Administration withheld publication 
for another 5 years, a problem that persists today. His 
work led to the rapid development of the ores and pro-
duction of hundreds of millions of ounces of silver bul-
lion. A subsequent report published by the USGS in 
1925 was mostly begun by Emmons, who had died in 
1911, and completed by two other geologists in later 
years (USGS Professional Paper 148.) This report is the 
benchmark of Leadville geology and ore deposits today. 
 
 
Fred Holabird  ✍ 
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Settlement Trails 
 

T he trails forged by the early pioneers moving 
westward through Nebraska and Kansas 
were often used as routes to points farther 

west, particularly Oregon and California. These 
newly formed “roads” demanded a determination to 
overcome smothering dust, wide rivers, alkali water, 
and steep ascents and descents that tested the 
strength and stability of both wagons and teams, 
perils that did not stop the tide of new settlers. 
  
Sometimes geography cooperated with the travelers. 
Kansas offered few barriers and South Pass in Wyo-
ming, the route of present-day I-80, seems engi-
neered by nature to provide the easiest access over 
the Continental Divide. In an 1851 diary entry Ame-
lia Hadley wrote, “There we saw the far famed south 
pass, but did not see it until we had passed it for I 
was all the time looking for some narrow place that 
would almost take your breath away to get through 
but was disappointed.” 
  
Kansas, particularly, advertised its natural re-
sources for settlers with brochures and publications 
such as The State of Kansas. A Home for Immi-
grants. Agricultural, Mineral and Commercial Re-
sources of the State. Great Inducements Offered To 
Persons Desiring Homes In A New Country. The 
Kansas Bureau of Immigration noted in 1865, “The 
climate in Kansas is, without exception, the most  
desirable in the United States…The grass is green in 
the forests and on the prairies until midwinter…
herds of horses, mules and cattle roam at large dur-
ing the entire winter, without any additional feed or 
care….During the summer there is always a cool, 
refreshing breeze which makes the hottest days and 
nights pleasant and delightful.” 
  
The Oregon Trail to the north was less idyllic. Wag-
ons fell apart and numerous grave markers along 
the route attest to the many victims of cholera that  
plagued the immigrants. In the words of Sarah Sut-
ton’s diary, 1854: “We stoped for the night…sun 
about two hours high, here we found a mans skull 
and bones, and a bullet hole in the forehead, and A 
short distance from it found his cloathing [sic], an 
oil coat and some shirts and 2 or 3 pounds of tobac-
co, a knife, a pair of goggles, ink stand and soforth. 
We think if Indians killed him they would have tak-
en his things, but the circumstance is unknown to 
us at present.” Two months later Sarah wrote: “…
noon’d at a grave yard where there is 10 died Au-
gust 1852 here is the grave of Mary Elen Orchard, 
great has been the suffering of man and beast at 
this place…we cross’d snake river at A new ferry,  

and came [to] …one of the most wretched roads any 
person ever traveld …we are now on Grasshoper 
creek, on the desert of death, and dispair.” 
  
Religious fervor drove some of the earliest travelers 
on the settlement trails. Narcissa and Marcus Whit-
man and Henry and Eliza Spalding used the Oregon  
Trail in the 1830s, headed to the Northwest to es-
tablish a Presbyterian mission. In an 1834 letter 
Marcus Whitman declared, "I regard the Missionary 
cause as based upon…the commands of the Lord 
Jesus Christ…I regard the Heathen as not having 
retained the knowledge of the true God as perishing 
as described by St Paul. I esteem it in the duty of 
every Christian to seek the advansement of the caus 
of Christ…I am willing to go to any field of useful-
ness…" 
  
The great Mormon migration to the Salt Lake Valley 
began in 1847. In 1855 the leadership of the Latter 
Day Saints issued an invitation: "Let...all the Saints 
who can gather up for Zion and come while the way 
is open before them; let the poor also come...on foot, 
with handcarts or wheelbarrows; let them gird up  
their loins and walk through, and nothing shall hin-
der or stay them.” 
  
But despite such assurances, John Chislett of the 
Fourth Handcart Company recorded the ordeal of 
his group in 1856: "At first the deaths occurred 
slowly and irregularly, but in a few days at more 
frequent intervals, until we soon thought it unusual 
to leave campground without burying one or more 
persons...In the morning the snow was over a foot 
deep. Our cattle strayed widely during the storm 
and some of them died...but worse, five persons of 
both sexes lay in the cold embrace of death...sixty-
seven died on the journey, ...one-sixth our number.” 
  
The Great Platte River Road through Nebraska and 
Wyoming was the main corridor of America's west-
ward expansion. The Trapper's Trail, the Oregon 
Trail, the Mormon Trail, the California Road, the 
Pony Express route, and the military road from Fort 
Leavenworth to Fort Laramie--all converged in the 
broad valley of the Platte. This was the chosen 
transcontinental route of the covered wagon migra-
tion of 1841-1866, and traversing the country on it 
was one of the epic adventures of American history. 
“Worn deep and wide by the migration of 300  
thousand people lined by the graves of 20,000 dead, 
witness of romance and tragedy, the Oregon Trail is 
unique in history, and will always be sacred to the  
memories of the pioneers.” 
  
Broad, flat, treeless, and desolate, the Platte valley 
nevertheless attracted settlers who saw profit in 
stopping to be a part of the new towns springing  
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Gold Glossary 
 
Flumes - Flumes are like sluice boxes, 
they do not have riffles though and 
are used solely to transport water in 
areas where a ditch would be impossi-
ble (cliffsides, rocky hillsides). Two 
flumes were built in the construction 
of the China Ditch. 

Symbol: AU 

Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 

Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 
Specific Gravity: 19.2 

MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  
2.5 - 3 

 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 

18K = 75%    Pure Gold 

14K = 58%    Pure Gold 

10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 

Troy Weights 

 

1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 

David Emslie displays a beautiful  gold in quartz specimen. 

up behind the railroad construction. They built farms out of the 
prairie; a family’s first shelter was often a sod house. Given the 
shortage of timber or stone, the prairie sod provided a strong and 
lasting structure. This family has planted trees, put up barbed 
wire fencing, and added onto the house. This home was doubtless 
built with a tool like the sod cutter from the museum in Glendo,  
Wyoming. 
 
Submitted by 
John Horner, 
2015 
 
✍ 
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All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

 
About Trading Post 

 
  The News runs classified ads in Trading Post 
for three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads 

for topic related items up to 10 lines (or 70 
words) long are free. To place an ad in Trading 
Post contact Rick Mattingly at (970) 613-8968 

evenings  
or e-mail at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 
Specifications  

(Monthly Donation Rate) 
 
Full Page (8 1/2" X 7")          
 $30 
Half Page (3 1/4" X 7")         $20 
One Third Page (3" X 4")           $15 
Business Card (2 3/4" X 1 1/2")    $  5 
 

Ads must be received by the 15th of the  
preceding month. Contact Rick Mattingly for 

information on this service at  
(970) 613-6968 evenings or e-mail at:  

rickmatt@q.com. 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 

Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  
geomuseum@mines.edu 

 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

WANTED: RMPTH Member seeking to purchase used Garrett 
AT Gold or AT Pro. Contact Steve at 970-556-0755. Leave 
message. 
 
FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabo-
chons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
FOR SALE:  A "MUST HAVE" T-Shirt for every Prospector 
and Treasure Hunter. Quality 100% cotton tees. See and 
order from: 
http://BestBlackandGold.com.  
 
FOR SALE:  Minelab SD2200 Gold Nugget Metal Detector: 
10-1/2" Mono Super Coil, 10-1/2" SD Series Super Coil, two 
batteries w/wall & car charger, headphones, backpack, 
waist battery pack, signal enhancer, extra lower stem, in-
struction booklet & video, carry case. Ready to go for the 
gold. New Price:  Only $875.00 . Contact Paul at  
(970) 482-7846.  
 
FOR SALE:  5HP pump motor, Gold King 3" Hi-banker with 
dredge attachment w/adjustable stand, Gold Grabber Hi-
banker, 125 feet hose, Rock net and steel cable, misc. fit-
tings and valves & large metal bucket. Prefer to sell all to-
gether for $1,350 but negotiable. Call Eric Stickland at 
(303) 833-6848 or  
estick@live.com. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970-221-
1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Con-
tact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH. 



Page 17 The News, May 2018 

 

WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 

 

I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 

 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 

 

I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 

I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 

 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 

 

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 

 

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 

Battery Tips 
 
Batteries for Your Metal Detector or Anything! 
 

P ower source: most detectors use AA batteries 
and some also have rechargeable battery packs. 
If the detector uses only rechargeable batteries, 

you may want to get an extra set for when they go 
dead right in the middle of a hunt. 
 
It is also possible to get bad batteries right out of the 
package. Most high quality alkaline batteries have an 
expiration date on the package and it makes sense to 
check it out before buying them. If they don't have two 
or three years left of shelf life ... don't buy them. 
 
Heat will accelerate the deterioration of a battery. 
Store batteries in a cool, benign environment to max-
imize their shelf life. Lithium-ion batteries can rup-
ture, ignite, or explode when exposed to high temper-
ature. A refrigerator, with a temperature A refrigera-
tor, with a temperature range from 0°C to 10°C [32°F 
to 50°F], is a good place for storing batteries. 
 
During the summer months, the glove compartment 
of a rig is an unsuitable place to keep batteries. En-
closed, your rig can hit high temperatures deteriorat-
ing batteries. 
 
Alkaline or lithium disposable batteries have the best 
shelf life. 
 
✍ 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January 

“Railhead Camps” 
By Rick Mattingly 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February 

“Love Tokens” 
By Rick Mattingly 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

March 

“Coin Grading” 
By Dave Yeager Of Corner Coin 

“Denver GPAA Show” 
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show” 

April 
“Detecting Presentation“ 

By RMPTH Members 

“WSGS Lab Tour In Laramie & Diamond Discussion”  
By Wayne Sutherland 

“GPS Clinic” 

May 

“Mining and Refining” 
By David Emslie 

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic at Lions Open Space— 

Signup Only” 
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 

June 

“Jade Hunting” 
Roger Kritchbaum, AKA “Jademan” 

“Ames Monument & Sherman Townsite Tour” 
“Clear Creek Gold Outing” 

“Detector Challenge” 
“State Annual Gold Panning Championships” 

July 

“Yellowstone Caldera” 
By Wayne Sutherland, WSGS 

“Grasslands Detector Hunt” 
“Douglas Creek Historic Gold Tour” 

“Eureka Rush To  The Rockies Hunt” 

August 
“Geological Formations  
Associated With Gold” 

By  

“Clear Creek Gold Outing” 
“Vic’s Gold Panning—Blackhawk” 

September 
“Gold Scales Presentation” 

By Rick Mattingly 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Stone Age Fair” 

“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October 
“Nugget Shooting Presentation” 

By Rick Mattingly 

“Off-Road Detector Outing” 

November 
“Annual “Show & Tell” &  

Silent Auction” 
No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2018! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 

2018 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 

RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  President  Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205  rickmatt@q.com 

  Vice President Tim Coatman 1-970-353-1919 old37chev@aol.com 

  Treasurer Dick & Sharon French 1-970-482-2110 dickyf99@centurylink.net 

  Secretary Darlene Bradley 1-970-532-2344 dbmios@earthlink.net 

    

The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 

Dave Landes 

Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 

1-970-218-0290 

1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 

bemond@fcgov.com 

cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations  Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205  rickmatt@q.com 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-970-407-1336 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Tom Warne 1-970-635-0773 goldigger48@msn.com 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Tim Coatman 1-970-353-1919 old37chev@aol.com 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Rick Mattingly at 1-970-669-1205 or rickmatt@q.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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