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Steamship Pulaski
By Meghan Overdeep
February 15, 2019
“To see these coins come to life after almost
200 years underwater, is a sight to behold.”

O

n June 14, 1838, the Steamship Pulaski was
40 miles off the coast of North Carolina when
one of its boilers exploded in the middle of the
night. The blast sent the ship and nearly half its 180plus passengers (some of the wealthiest and most politically powerful people in the eastern United States)
to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.
It’s unclear the price the coins fetched, but market
value suggests U.S. coins from the early 1800s could
sell for between $40,000 and $150,000 each.
The work to recover the Pulaski’s treasures is an ongoing effort between Blue Water Ventures and Endurance Exploration Group. Keith Webb, CEO of Blue
Water Ventures International, told The State that
coins included some of the oldest U.S. gold coins ever
recovered off a shipwreck, dating to around 1800. The
oldest is a 1750s British Gold Guinea.
And they’re not done yet. Webb believes that jewelry
and more than 100,000 gold and silver coins still wait
to be found.
(Continued on page 3)

"We are all born ignorant but one must work hard to
remain stupid."
- Benjamin Franklin

NOTE: BACK TO THE EDGE
SPORTS CENTER IN APRIL, 2019
AS THE RESULT OF A SCHEDULING PROBLEM AT THE SENIOR
CENTER WE ARE BACK AT THE
EDGE.
SEE PAGE 10 FOR MAP

About The News

T

he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278
Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO. 80524.
Opinions expressed in The News are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use
of any information found in this publication is at the
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordinators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors
assume any liability for damages resulting from use
of information in this publication.
Submissions
Articles, letters and short items of interest on prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for publication may be made in writing or, preferably, in
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have
questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information.

Advertising
Classified advertising for topic related items is free
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Donations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request.
About RMPTH
RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detecting or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and conducts various field outings, as well as offers special
presentations and seminars. Active participants have
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News,
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍

Copyright
Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
The News without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article appears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mailing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their newsletter together with an exchange request.

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE
Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items!
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each
meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more
money than they came with.!
The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury.
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(Continued from page 1)

“To see these coins come to life after almost 200 years
underwater, is a sight [sic] to behold,” he said in a
news statement.
Webb explained to The State that this particular
wreck is so valuable because the Pulaski had so many
wealthy passengers. In the early 1800s, wealthy travelers were then known to cart their fortunes with
them. He said the ship went down so quickly that few
had time to gather their belongings.
Selected coins were sold to Asset Marketing Services
(AMS), one of the world’s largest coin distribution
companies. Collectors interested in acquiring coins
from the Pulaksi shipwreck may contact AMS at
Govmint.com.

Expensive Penny Found
Rare Penny Found in Boy’s Lunch Money Could
Fetch Up to $1.7 Million in Auction
By Stephanie Valera 01.08.2019

T

he 1943 copper Lincoln cent is described as
the “most famous” coin made in error. (Photo
Credit: Heritage Auctions/HA.com)

A rare 1943 copper Lincoln cent — found by a Massachusetts teenager in his change after he paid for lunch
at a school cafeteria — is expected to fetch up to $1.7
million when it is auctioned off.

southernliving.com/news/steamship-pulaski-coins

✍

The coin, produced accidentally by the U.S. Mint, has
been described as the “most famous” coin made in
error, according to Heritage Auctions. In 1942, pennies were supposed to be struck from steel, in order
to conserve copper for shell casings, telephone wire,
and other “wartime necessities.” However, a small
number of bronze blanks were caught in the Mint’s
presses and were
struck into pennies
in the new year.
The resulting
“copper” cents were
lost in the flood of
millions of “steel”
cents, escaped detection by the
Mint’s quality control measures, and
quietly slipped into
circulation.
Photo Credit: Heritage Auctions/HA.com
It is believed only 20 of the rare coins were made. One
teen, 16-year-old coin collector Don Lutes Jr. of Pittsfield, Mass., found one in the change he got after buying lunch at a school cafeteria in March 1947.
At the time, it was falsely reported that car magnate
Henry Ford would give a new car to anyone who could
give him one of these 1943 “copper” pennies. Lutes
contacted the Ford Motor Company but was told the
rumor was false. He also contacted the Treasury Department about his find but the Mint steadfastly denied any copper specimens had been struck in 1943.
Lutes died in September last year, and the coin is
now up for auction .
(Continued on page 17)
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An Irish Blessing

Find of the Month
Winners
March, 2019

Most Valuable Coin:
Mike Noll – 1945s War Nickel
Oldest Coin:
Laura Barnes — 1918d Mercury Dime
Largest Raw Gold: No Entry
Most Raw Gold: No Entry
Best Bottle:
Mike Noll – Antique Oil of
Lemongrass Bottle
Best Jewelry:
Mike Noll – Religious Medal
Most Unique Find:
Mike Noll – Toy Cannon
Token: No Entry
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:
Mike Noll – “Holey” Rock

Some nice finds!!

Whether you are Irish or not, we would like to share an
Irish blessing:
“May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.”
May the luck of the Irish be with you!

Gold Glossary
Heavies--minerals of high specific gravity in
a placer concentrate, also called black
sands.

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure
hunting without the owner's permission.
I WILL fill all excavations.
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, and private property.
I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy
at all times.
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.
I WILL leave gates as found.
I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I
find.
I WILL NOT litter.
I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left
of ghost towns and deserted structures.
I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or
equipment.
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Mineral Specimen Identification

Equipment Tips

C

lean Equipment

Keeping your equipment clean will give longer
life and more uses out of it. Metal detecting equipment is not cheap.
Pinpointers
Pinpointers can come in very handy. When relic hunting it is important not to damage your target. Using a
pinpointer can help you bring home higher quality
relics.

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric
Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants
will aid in the education of future Geoscientists!
Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions
can be downloaded
from:
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN
http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf

Open vs T Handle Shovel
Although it can be a personal preference. Open handle shovels will cause you less pain on your hand and
fingers. In return allowing you to dig more targets.
Mesh and Magnet In Your Scoop
Attach a piece of mesh at the bottom back half of your
scoop with zip ties. This will prevent smaller targets
from falling through your scoop. You can also attach a
strong magnet to the back of your scoop. This can
save you time digging through your scoop for those
pesky targets.
Good Equipment
When metal detecting having good equipment is a big
time saver and also helps retrieve targets quicker and
detect longer. Do your research and pick the right
equipment that is best for your needs.
Jewelry Supplies
Some useful tools to have are. Scale that weighs down
to 1/10 of gram. Magnifying loop. Diamond tester.
Precious metals tester or acid tester. These things can
be purchased together in a kit from Amazon for about
(Continued on page 8)

Refreshment Volunteers
April– Carolyn & Mike Hauser
May—Barb Schuldt & Bob Murphy
June—Brian Bussell
July—Virgil & Linda Kapperman
August—Volunteer Needed
September—Volunteer Needed
October—Volunteer Needed
November– Dan Kelly
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Property Wanted
For Detector Hunt
RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some
past historical activity. If you have such property or
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mattingly to plan a club field outing event.
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The Most Valuable
Substances On Earth
Revealed
Here are the most expensive substances on
the planet, by weight

Y

ou might assume that precious metals like gold
and platinum, alongside stones such as diamonds, are the most valuable substances on
our planet. Actually there are a host of unique and
virtually unknown substances and chemicals, both
natural and man-made, that by weight are immensely
valuable and, in comparison, make gold prices look
cheap. Click ahead for a look at our list of the most
valuable substances on the planet. All prices are current at the time of writing (Feb. 27).
Crème de la Mer: $3.75 per gram Crème de la Mer is
an anti-aging "miracle" cream that can cost in the region of $158 per ounce and approximately $3.75 per
gram. Known for reducing wrinkles, Crème de la Mer
is the most famous moisturizer in the world and is
owned by the cosmetic giant Estée Lauder. Some of
its age-defying ingredients include seaweed, natural
sea and plant oils, lime extract and wax-like thinning
agents.
Iranian beluga caviar: $4.60 per gram
It might seem odd that raw fish eggs are among the
most illustrious and expensive substances in the
world, but gourmands will tell you there's no better
taste. Iranian beluga caviar is the most costly caviar in
the world at $4.60 per gram. Top-notch caviar is
collected from rare sturgeon species that take many
years to roe.

also find a rare heirloom Nacional cacao bean, which
has been DNA tested, in the center of the bar. The
ultra-expensive sweet treat contains 77% pure cacao
from Ecuador, which has been matured for three
years.
Platinum: $30.50 per gram
Platinum is another metal that is highly sought-after
for jewelry, but it has a multitude of other uses too.
Platinum can be used in scientific experiments and is
also used in anticancer drugs. The metal is actually
so rare that all of the platinum ever mined fits into an
average-sized living room, making it rarer than gold.
Rhodium: $46 per gram
Another rare and valuable precious metal is rhodium.
This silvery-white and hard corrosion-resistant metal
is rarer than gold and silver and, although it’s sometimes used in jewelry, its main purpose is the role it
takes in the manufacturing of catalytic converters in
cars. At $46 per gram, it’s almost as expensive as
gold.
Gold: $47 per gram
Although revered by everyone from ancient Aztec
tribes to chart-topping hip-hop MCs, gold is much
more than a shiny metal that exudes an image of
wealth. Gold can be used in electrical conductivity
and even eaten. As both a commodity and a form of
currency, gold is still one of the most important substances on Earth.
Read more: The largest gold nuggets ever found
https://www.lovemoney.com/news/82203/the-largestgold-nuggets-ever-found

White truffles: $7 per gram
White truffles are one of the most coveted and revered
edible substances in the world, often shaved and
sprinkled onto food to put the final touches to a meal.
They are valued at roughly $7 per gram.

Iridium: $53 per gram
Iridium is a by-product of nickel and copper production and is a dense, silvery-white metal. Iridium is the
most corrosion-resistant metal on the planet and is
routinely used as a hardening agent for platinum alloys. You will find iridium used in pen tips, compass
bearings and for making crucibles in very hot temperatures. The reason it’s so expensive at $53 per gram
is that it’s one of the rarest elements found in the
Earth’s crust.

Saffron: around $11 per gram
Another one of the most expensive garnishes in the
world is the wonderfully aromatic saffron. This sultry
spice is a flowering plant that is used in a variety of
ways. Saffron is used as a coloring agent, for seasoning, to scent rice and also as a natural remedy to
combat everything from depression to menstrual cycles. Its subtle taste and medicinal properties make
saffron one of the most sought-after substances on the
planet.

Palladium: $56 per gram
Palladium was named after the asteroid Pallas and
was first discovered in 1803 by William Hyde Wollaston. This silvery-white metal is one of the rarest metals in the world and is used in jewelry, where it is
sometimes referred to as "white gold." Palladium is
also known as one of the three most popular alloy
metals. More than half of the world’s palladium supplies are used in the creation of catalytic converters in
vehicles.

To'ak chocolate: $14 per gram
To'ak chocolate is the most expensive chocolate in the
world and is made by a company based in Ecuador,
which barrel ages it in the same way whisky-makers
do. A 50-gram bar can cost as much as $695. You will

Da Hong Pao tea: $1,400 per gram
It’s inconceivable that a cup of tea could cost hundreds of dollars, but at $1,400 per gram, Da Hong
Pao tea rewrites all the rules. The drink that costs
more than gold can usually be purchased at approxi
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mately $100 per kilo, but the rarer types of Da
Hong Pao can cost even more. In 2002, a collector
purchased just 20 grams of Da Hong for a whopping $28,000. That’s a serious pot of cash for a pot
of tea.
Plutonium: $4,000 per gram
If you are thinking of building a nuclear reactor or
weapons of mass destruction, plutonium is the key
ingredient that you can’t do without. At approximately $4,000 per gram, it really is an expensive
substance. This radioactive chemical is only found
today in trace amounts of uranium, which makes it
a rare and sought-after substance, especially for
tyrannical dictators.
Taaffeite gems: $12,500 per gram
Taaffeite gems are a million times rarer than diamonds and can cost around $2,500 per carat (0.2
grams). They can be immensely difficult to find and
are usually seen in ultra expensive jewelry.
Benitoite: $20,000 per gram
Formed in the late cooling stages of a hydrothermally altered serpentinite, Benitoites are found in
San Benito County in California and are some of
the most striking and glittery gems on the planet.
Tritium: $30,000 per gram
Tritium is a form of hydrogen or an isotope that is
radioactive in nature that can be produced naturally in the upper atmosphere from the coming together of gases and cosmic rays. When you see the selfilluminating "EXIT" signs in public buildings, it’s
the tritium that creates the luminescent glow. It’s
highly unlikely that you will ever need tritium. If
you do, a gram is more expensive than a family car.

Serendibite: $90,000 per gram
When it comes to rare and expensive gemstones, not
many can match the exquisite and unique Serendibite
inosilicate mineral. Initially discovered in Sri Lanka
in 1902 and more recently in Myanmar, this rare
mineral can cost in the region of $18,000 per carat
(0.2 grams). With a complex chemical make-up, this
much sought-after inosilicate is mainly used in ultraexpensive jewelry.
Grandidierite: $100,000 per gram
Grandidierite is valued by Forbes as the third most
expensive gemstone in the world, selling for approximately $20,000 per carat, but in some instances is
the second most expensive. This rare gem was discovered in 1902 in Madagascar. Clear and facet grade
Grandidierite stones are some of the hardest gems to
find.
Painite: $300,000 per gram
Painite is one of the rarest borate minerals in the
world and was first discovered and named after British mineralogist Arthur C.D. Pain, who originally
thought they were sapphires. The mineral comes from
Myanmar and there are believed to be approximately
1,000 painite crystals in circulation. Because they are
so rare, a single carat of Painite can cost $60,000 and
it's mainly used for ultra-lavish engagement rings.
Red diamonds: $5 million per gram
Although we have already mentioned diamonds, it is
important to point out that red diamonds are the rarest stones on the planet and can cost in the region of
$1 million per carat. There are fewer than 30 red diamonds known to man, most of which weigh less than
half a carat. The largest red diamond ever found was
5.11ct in size and was sold for $8 million in 2011.
(Continued on page 8)

Red Beryl: $50,000 per gram
Red Beryl is one of the world’s rarest gemstones.
To give you an idea of how rare it is, one Red Beryl
crystal is found for every 150,000 gem-quality diamonds. Red Beryl crystals at one gram in size can
cost in the region of $50,000 and can only be
found at three sites in the world in Utah and New
Mexico. The stone is so rare because it needs the
unique geological environment found in these areas.
Diamonds: pure one-carat diamonds $65,000 per
gram
Diamonds are a girl’s best friend. And the bank
manager’s too. Although the price of a diamond
heavily depends on its quality and the cut, a pure
one-carat diamond can cost $13,000 per carat (0.2
grams), which roughly equates to $65,000 per
gram. Although we believe that the massive price
tag is because of the scarcity of diamonds, the
truth is that all diamonds are not so rare. But the
rarer ones are expensive.
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Where to
Dig...Dig where
the gold
is...unless you
just need some
exercise.
~John M. Capozzi
Page 7
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Californium 252: $27 million per gram
You might have heard the term "designer drugs," but
"designer chemicals" are also a massive business. Californium 252 is a special isotope that is used to find
the layers of water and oil in oil wells. This synthetic
radioactive element has a half-life of 2.645 years and
is produced by nuclear reactors. The chemical was
first made in 1950 at a University of California,
Berkeley lab and is worth $27 million per gram.
Antimatter: $100 trillion per gram
When it comes to finding the most expensive substance known to man, nothing else comes close to
antimatter. If you thought this substance only existed
in science fiction, think again. Back in 1999 NASA
scientists said it would cost $62 trillion to make a
gram of antihydrogen, but in this day and age the
price is closer to $100 trillion per gram. It is believed
that in years to come that this special substance will
fuel intergalactic space travel, although that does feel
like science fiction today.
msn.com/en-us/money/markets/the-most-valuablesubstances-on-earth-revealed/ss-BBU9Hm1

✍

With all the different options available for rain jackets
and wind breakers. It can be overwhelming to pick
the best. I'm a beach hunter. So the wind can get pretty strong. Add freezing temperatures and rain and it's
unbearable. I purchased a "Bone Dry" jacket from
Bass Pro Shop. The cost $120. I thought that was a
bit high until I put it to the test. It's worth every penny. It's 100% waterproof and light weight, the fabric is
soft and easy for movement. It has three outside
pockets with zippers, another pocket on the arm with
a watertight zipper which is great for a cellphone, and
one inside pocket. It has an adjustable waist and
cuffs, along with neoprene inner cuffs to keep water
from running in. It's made so it can be zipped up over
your mouth for extra warmth. The hood has a front
flexible brim that can be adjusted to keep the water
from running in front of your face. I wore this jacket
in below freezing temperatures with strong winds and
rain for over four hours straight. I never got wet or
cold. I was actually a bit warm. It worked so well that
I didn't realize how cold it was till I went back to the
truck and seen ice forming on me. I had a few shirts
and a hoodie on under the jacket. I love this jacket
and recommend it to anyone.
Carbon Fiber Detector Shaft
Looking for a new lightweight shaft for your detector?
Anderson detector shafts.com has a great assortment
of high quality, strong, lightweight carbon fiber shafts.
Good price, great shaft.

(Continued from page 5)

$50. A few mor items are. Jewelry cleaning solution.
Small cleaning brush. Fingernail buffer. To buff out
your rings.
Aftermarket Parts
Unlike a lot of other things in life. Where aftermarket
means lesser quality. When talking about metal detectors aftermarket parts can be a great upgrade in many
ways. You may need less weight. There are a few very
good companies that make high quality carbon fiber
shafts. You might want a different pair of headphones,
or a different size coil, or a different way to mount
your controls. There are also devices to help reduce
the weight of the swing. So many good quality useful
products. Please just do your research on these products and don't be afraid to ask the seller all the questions you have. Everyone has different preferences. So
all these options out there can make a perfect detector
for you. Which means more time swinging.
Great Rain Jacket/Wind Breaker

Earth Magnets
If you require a very strong magnet such as an earth
magnet. You can snap open an old hard drive from a
computer. Inside the hard drive you will find two very
strong "earth magnets" as they are called. They are
very strong and very cheap if not free.
Jewelry Store Polish Shine At Home.
Most jewelry we found needs a good cleaning. After a
good cleaning and a buffing to get out any scratches
your jewelry looks good but doesn't have that store
bought new luster. To get this luster try using stainless steel polishing clothes ($3 at Wal-Mart). I guarantee you will be amazed at how new your gold and silver will look. This is the best stuff I've found yet.
http://www.mytreasurejournal.com/tips/results/
✍
equipment

Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check:
http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf
Page 8
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Hg
Mercury is a chemical element with
symbol Hg and atomic number 80.
It is commonly known as quicksilver
and was formerly named hydrargyrum
A heavy, silvery d-block element,
mercury is the only metallic element
that is liquid at standard conditions for temperature and pressure.
Mercury occurs in deposits
throughout the world mostly as
cinnabar (mercuric sulfide). The red
pigment vermilion is obtained by
grinding natural cinnabar or synthetic mercuric sulfide.
Mercury remains in use in scientific research applications and in
amalgam for dental restoration in
some locales. It is also used in
fluorescent lighting. Electricity
passed through mercury vapor in a
fluorescent lamp produces shortwave ultraviolet light, which then
causes the phosphor in the tube to
fluoresce, making visible light.
Mercury poisoning can result from
exposure to water-soluble forms of
mercury (such as mercuric chloride
or methylmercury), by inhalation of
mercury vapor, or by ingesting any
form of mercury.
~ Wikipedia

You are a detectorist
if you fill your holes.
But ........
You are a vandal if
you do not!
The News, April 2019
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Calendar of Events
April Meeting
Wednesday, February 6. We will meet at The Edge
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court,
Meeting Agenda
6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup
7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of
the Month Program
7:30 - 7:45 Break
7:45 - 9:00 "The Mining Camps Speak” by Beth
Sagstetter. Beth and her husband had investigated numerous remote sites in Colorado and have written several great books on the subject. Beth will have two volumes for sale at the meeting. Cost: $20 and $22. Bring
Cash!

RMPTH DUES
RMPTH is an unincorporated Social Club with
no income generated. All
expenses are covered by
$35 annual dues. Members are requested to
consider minor donations
at each monthly meeting
to cover refreshments.

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At
http://rmpth.com
MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE
Fort Collins Senior Center
MAP TO
THE
MEETING
PLACE
1200
Raintree
Drive
The
Edge
Sports
Center
Fort Collins, CO 80526
4450 Denrose Ct, Fort Collins, CO 80524

Directions:
The Edge Sports Center is located southeast of the intersection of I-25 and State Highway 14
in east Fort Collins.
Page 10
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

8

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

11

12

13

MPTH Finds Program &
Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

April Fools Day

7

Wed

9

10

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

14
Palm Sunday

15

16

17

18

Tax Day

19
Good Friday

21

22

23

28

29

30

24

25

20
Passover
Prospecting & Detecting Clinic Lions Open
Space

26

27

Easter

May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

MPTH Finds Program &
Social 6:00P
RMPTH Meeting 7:00P

5

6

7

8

RMPTH Board Meeting
6:00P

12

13

14

15

16

Mother’s Day

17
Armed Forces Day

19
26

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

18
Cache Creek Gold
Outing

25

Memorial Day
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Prescott Stagecoach
Robbery
Prescott stagecoach robbery, treasure, and a
legend lost to the sand A hidden treasure buried in the desert
dcourier.com/news/2019/mar/06/hidden-treasureburied-desert

“Please be advised these robberies are tales
of old and cannot be verified.”

RMPTH Field Outing Statement
NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming
presentations and outings for the year on a monthly
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event
information for each issue of The News. Please get
information about any particular event to him by the
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for
the next issue.
Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting programs are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs
website. Planning is a work in progress and additional outings and activities are added and sometimes deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the attendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for
fieldtrips, outings, and programs.
The best made plans may change at the last minute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather,
land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meeting sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuating circumstances and contact the coordinator or
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any question of an event being cancelled or changed at the
last minute.
Page 12

T

hat is the first sentence to greet researchers in
a file labeled “stagecoach robberies” in the archives at the Mohave Museum of History and

Arts.

Whether or not the words of warning helped deter
would-be treasure hunters is unclear, but the stories
within the folder are full of bandits, gold and buried
treasure.
This story comes from the eastern slopes of the Cerbat Mountains north of Kingman, Arizona. From a
time before a county newspaper.
Between 1840 and 1910, about $40 million in gold
was dug out of the Cerbat Mountains. Prospecting,
however, wasn’t a profession for everyone, and some
people turned to easier methods for acquiring these
golden treasures. One such instance occurred in either 1872 or October 1873.
A pair of robbers learned the schedule of a stagecoach
en route from Prescott to Fort Mohave. This stagecoach carried $72,000 in gold coins — a cache of government funds.
The stage route the shipment traveled over would
pass east of the Cerbats, where the two men made
camp, and would pass through a stop at the remote
(Continued on page 14)
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Miners working the stope for gold—Black Hills, Dakota Territory
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Mountain Twenty
Fri. 3/15/19

A

newly certified $20 1860 gold piece from the
pioneer private coiner, Clark, Gruber & Co. of
Denver, CO., is being offered unreserved by
Kagin’s Auction in the upcoming official American Numismatic Association National Money Show Auction
on March 28-29th at the David Lawrence Convention
Center in Pittsburgh, PA.
The new-to-the-census “Territorial” gold coin is graded PCGS Genuine —Graffiti—AU Details and sports
the most popular and iconic coin design of the Colorado Gold Rush of 1859-1862. It has been dubbed
the “Mountain Twenty” because of its attempted rendering of the famous “Pike’s Peak” mountain on the
coin’s obverse.
The original engraving on the obverse was actually an
unfortunate mistake. At the start of the Colorado
Gold Rush in March, 1859, banker Clark, Gruber &
Co. were heavy buyers of gold dust. They would ship
the gold to the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia to be melted
and coined into money. This process was quite costly
due to shipping costs and insurance and often took as
long as three months.
Eventually senior partner, Milton Clark ordered coining equipment from Philadelphia and New York and
established their own private mint in Denver in August, 1860.
Clark had hired a Philadelphia jeweler to create dies
with a design for the famous Colorado mountain,
Pike’s Peak.
Unfortunately, the jeweler had never been west of the
Mississippi River and had no idea what the mountain
looked like. The rendering he engraved bore no resemblance to the actual peak and Clark, Gruber &
Co. was severely criticized and embarrassed. The
next year they replaced those dies with ones of the
familiar U.S. Liberty Head. But the popularity of the
“Mountain $10s and $20s” has long endured.
Kagin's Auctions

✍

(Continued from page 12)

Canyon Station — about 12 miles north of Kingman
following Stockton Hill Road. After this stop, and the
horses watered, the stagecoach would ascend from a
canyon to a summit and then drop down on the western slopes of the range to the mining town of Mineral
Park.
The pair of robbers decided it would be best to stop
the stage on its approach to Canyon Station.
It was a rather unimaginative heist.
The taller of the two, a man either called Macallum or
McAllen, supposedly hoisted his weapon and walked
out onto the road. Macallum stood in the road and
waved the stage to a stop while his companion remained in the brush with a rifle trained on the driver
and guard.
Once the strongbox had been thrown down, the stage
was waved onward — the first mistake these robbers
made.
Gold is heavy. Heavier than these robbers thought.
With their horses hidden a ways off, the bandits struggled with their haul. All the while, a sheriff’s posse
was forming closer to Canyon Station.
The outlaws, struggling to carry the weight, stashed
the gold. Whether it was planned or not is unclear.
They were surrounded by the pursuing posse, and the
unnamed man was shot and killed. Macallum surrendered and was sent to Yuma Territorial Prison, nicknamed “Devil’s Island.”
Before Macallum succumbed to disease or heat —
daytime temperatures could reach 115 degrees — he
supposedly told his cellmate where to find the hidden
treasure.
This cellmate made his way to Canyon Station around
1915. The area was then owned by an Andrew Goodwill, a man who owned several mining claims in the
Cerbats and had moved into Canyon Station after it
closed in the late 1800s.
Goodwill often told stories of a stranger who came to
the area and began scouring the hills.
“He wasn’t a prospector,” Goodwill would say, “But
fer sure was lookin’ for somethin.’”
The stranger eventually told Goodwill that he had
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

been in the Yuma prison and had been given directions to this lost
loot. This stranger supposedly never found the treasure he was after.
Around 100 years after the initial robbery, former Mohave County
Superintendent of Schools Nelle Clack was interviewed on the subject.
Clack had reportedly found a cave high in the mountains in the vicinity of White Eagle and the C.O.D. mines, which she held interests
in. Both mines were located above the old Canyon Station stop.
“The entrance was between two huge boulders leaning against each
other,” Clack told the interviewer. The cave, looking down on the
stage route and distant Canyon Station, was an ideal observation
point for someone looking to make easy money.
Clack said she found the cave and when she looked inside it seemed
as though it was some kind of campsite. There were rusted cooking
pans and other signs of inhabitation.
(Continued on page 17)

Gold Glossary
Lode deposit--a vein of mineral
ore deposited between nonmetallic rock layers.

Gold Facts
Symbol: AU
Atomic Number: 79
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F)
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness:
2.5 - 3
Karat
24K = 100% Pure Gold
18K = 75% Pure Gold
14K = 58% Pure Gold
10K = 42% Pure Gold
Troy Weights
1 grain = 0.0648 grams
24 grains = 1 penny
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams
20 DWT = 1 ounce =
480 grains = 31.10 grams
12 ounces = 1 Troy pound =

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE!
Call Rick Mattingly
at 970-669-1205
or rickmatt@q.com
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Trading Post
FOR SALE: Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabochons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at
(970) 6667-3705.
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment. Call Kathie 970-2211623
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Contact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.

NOTE:
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and
seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH.

About Trading Post
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post for
three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads for topic
related items up to 10 lines (or 70 words) long are
free. To place an ad in Trading Post contact Rick
Mattingly at (970) 669-1205 evenings. Or
Email at: rickmatt@q.com

Commercial Advertising
Specifications
(Monthly Donation Rate)
Full Page (8 1/2” X 7”)
Half Page (3 1/4”X 7”)
One Third Page (3’X4”)
Business Card (2 3/4”X1 1/2”)

$30
$20
$15
$5

Ads must be received by the 13 t5th of the preceding
month. Contact Rick Mattingly for information on
this service at (970) 669-1205 evenings or email at:
rickmatt@q.com

All mistakes and
misspellings were
intentionally made so
that you could have
the pleasure of finding them.
Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum
Golden, Colorado
Contact us: 303-273-3815 or
geomuseum@mines.edu
Identification of specimens is performed
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS
I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work
those claims without the owner’s permission
I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licenses
I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only,
and in accordance with current State and Federal
guidelines
I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the
environment
I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and
debris that I find - I will not litter
I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to
those around me at all time
I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting
and mining

(Continued from page 15)

Clack did not venture farther for fear of rattlesnakes,
though she was convinced this cave held the lost bandit treasure. It had been her intention to return with
others in order to search the cave for the gold, but she
never divulged the cave’s location.
Any directions she gave to the area before her death
were sketchy at best.
The area where the robbery took place isn’t difficult to
find on any detailed map of that portion of Mohave
County north of Kingman. Getting to the area is another story, especially since the area is privately
owned.
Perhaps the ex-convict had really found the gold in
1915 and only told Goodwill he hadn’t. Maybe posse
members returned to the area back in 1873, located
the chest, and kept their find a secret. Or maybe the
bandits hid the gold successfully, but not in Clack’s
cave. Or maybe this is just another one of those stories from before the time of any newspaper in the area. Maybe there is no gold, and maybe there never
was any.
But, if there was, $72,000 worth of gold — at today’s
prices — would be worth over $1.5 million.

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor discharge excess silt into the waterways

The Kingman Daily Miner is a sister publication to
The Daily Courier.

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream

✍

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water
I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting
and mining

(Continued from page 3)

Bids for the coin is currently at $100,000 but another 1943 copper cent was sold by a New Jersey dealer to an anonymous buyer for $1.7 million in 2010.
The proceeds of that sale went to charity.
“While a number of other examples have surfaced
over the years, no other specimen has been celebrated and written about as much as this remarkable
coin,” said Heritage Auctions. “This piece inspires a
special pride of ownership not equaled by any other
example. This lot represents a true ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity.”

✍

Offer Your Assistance To Any
Of Our Program Coordinators
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Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club
2019 Schedule of Events
Month

Meeting Program

Trip/Activity

January

“Metal Detecting”
By Joe Johnston

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

February

“Gold Sluicing”
By Bob Murphy

“Tour of the Wyoming State Museum”

March

“Bingham Hill Cemetery”
By Rose Brinks

“Tour Sterling, CO Museum”
“Denver GPAA Show”
“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show”

April

“The Mining Camps Speak“
By Beth Sagstetter

“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic” at Lions Open Space”

May

“Maps, Compass & GPS”

“Cache Creek Gold Outing”
“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC”

June

“Finding Gold In Colorado” by Kevin
Singel

“Leadville Old Mines and Turquois Hunting”
“Ames Monument Tour and Metal Detecting”

July

“Gold and Platinum In Wyoming” by
Wayne Sutherland

“South Pass, WY Prospecting & Detecting Outing”
“WY Metal Detecting Outing—Barb Schuldt”

August

“TO BE DETERMINED

“Corona Pass-Rollins Pass Outing”

September

TO BE DETERMINED

“Keota Ghost Town Tour”
“Fort Laramie & Gurnsey Oregon Trail Outing”
“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt”
“Stone Age Fair”
“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show”

October

“Meteorite Hunting”

“Off-Road Detector Hunt”
“Leucite Hills, WY Gold and Gem Outing”

November

“Annual “Show & Tell” &
Silent Auction”

No Trip/Activity Scheduled

December

“Annual Christmas Party”
“Find of the Year Program”
“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year”

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show”

Good Hunting in 2019!
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Rocky Mountain
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters
Contact List
RMPTH Coordinators

Home

E-Mail

Bob Murphy

1-970-330-9009

mrphybob7@aol.com

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Interim Treasurer

Wayne Hall

1-970-682-5035

wayneahall@gmail.com

Secretary

Darlene Bradley

1-970-532-2344

dbmios@earthlink.net

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Rick Mattingly

1-970-669-1205

rickmatt@q.com

Dave Landes
Betsy Emond
Joe Johnston

1-720-985-4186
1-970-218-0290
1-303-696-6950

midnightoil45@aol.com
bemond@fcgov.com
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

Interim President
Interim Vice President

The News Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Internet Web Site
Web Master
Volunteers/Coordinators
Finds Program

Presentations

———————–

———————–

———————–

Club Historian

Steve McNeill

1-970-556-0755

pawfullo@yahoo.com

Club Meeting Greeter

Barbara Schuldt

1-480-277-0893

Club Librarian

Joe Johnston

1-303-696-6950

Club Photo Librarian

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Meeting Setup

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

Door Prize

Need Volunteer

———————–

———————–

50/50 Drawing

Woody Hodgdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

Coin Raffle

Woody Hogdon

1-970-217-8124

ftcolwoody@juno.com

———————–
cjoej1@peoplepc.com

General Information Contact: Bob Murphy at 970-330-9009 or mrphybob7@aol.com

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at: http://rmpth.com

Let’s Go For The Gold !
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