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NOTE: NEW MEETING  
LOCATION 

BEGINNING IN MARCH. 
FORT COLLINS SENIOR CENTER 

SEE PAGE 10 FOR MAP 

Australian Gold Boulder 

Find 
 
Toronto miner unearths boulder that contains 
9,000 ounces of gold in Australia, worth about 

$15M 
 
Gabriel Friedman September 9, 2018 

R are is the story of a modern mining company 
that unexpectedly strikes a mother lode of 
gold. But Toronto-based junior mining compa-

ny Royal Nickel Corp. announced Sunday night that 

(Continued on page 3) 
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T he News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters 
Club (RMPTH): our mailing address is 278  

Sierra Vista Drive, Fort Collins, CO.  80524. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$25 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $2 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June plus $1. ✍ 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 

Club Hats, Shirts, Jackets, & Patches are again available.  
Ask for info at the club meetings to purchase your club items! 

 
We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At the end of each 

meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a lucky member will go home with more 
money than they came with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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Selby, who lives in Toronto, said he heard the news 
when he woke up in the middle of the night last Mon-
day to use the bathroom. 
 
“I flip my phone on and find out,” he said. “I didn’t go 
back to bed. You don’t find 2,000-ounce hunks of 
gold very often, so it’s good to be lucky.” 
 
The Australian news channel ABC reported that the 
miners were working underground, at around 500 
meters below surface, in the Kambalda district. 
 
Henry Dole, the miner credited with finding the gold, 
said “Never in my life have I seen anything like this. 
There were chunks of gold in the face, on the ground, 
truly unique I reckon,” according to the ABC news 
report. 
 
business.financialpost.com/commodities/mining/royal
-nickel-surges-83-after-striking-a-mother-lode-of-gold-
at-australianmine 
 
 
✍ 

its employees in Australia at the Beta Hunt mine — 
which the company has been trying to sell since April 
— removed a golden boulder like few others in the 
world: Within a single cube of earth that measured 
roughly three meters wide, three meters long, and 
three meters deep, they found 9,000 ounces of gold 
including two large lumps — all told worth around 
$14 or $15 million at current prices. That’s equiva-
lent to roughly 40 per cent of RNC’s $35 million mar-
ket capitalization as of last week. 
 
“It was a nickel mine for years and years,” said Mark 
Selby, chief executive of RNC. “But we bought it be-
cause there were a bunch of gold deposits sitting be-
neath it.” 
 
Royal Nickel stock surged 83 per cent to $0.16 on the 
Toronto Stock Exchange on Monday. 
 
To put the latest find into perspective, the Beta Hunt 
mine normally produces ore that contains around two 
to four grams of gold per ton, considered a standard 
amount. But the latest find contained 2,000 grams of 
gold per tone, according to Selby. 
 
They broke off one 95-kilogram stone that contained 
an estimated 2,440 ounces of gold, according to the 
company. He said it was so pure it did not need to be 
processed and was sent directly to the Perth Mint. 
 
According to the World Gold Council, the “largest ever 
true gold nugget” weighed slightly more than 2,300 
ounces. RNC’s specimen contains some quartz, how-
ever, so it may not count as an apple to apple com-
parison. 
 
Trevor Turnbull, a mining analyst with Scotia Capital, 
said that while it’s not a pure gold nugget, its sheer 
size makes it unique and potentially very valuable.  
 
“They’ll probably sell it as a museum piece and they’ll 
make a fair bit of money,” said Turnbull.  
 
He said the real question, unanswerable without more 
information, is whether the gold comes from a vein 
that will quickly “pinch out or whether it stays wide.” 
 
RNC purchased the Beta Hunt mine in 2016 for a mix 
of cash and its own shares worth around $12.5 mil-
lion. 
 
Located in Western Australia, about 600 kilometres 
from Perth, it had been a nickel mine since the 
1970s. RNC has been trying to sell it since April so it 
can focus on raising $1 billion to build its planned 
Dumont nickel mine in Quebec. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 

CODE OF ETHICS 

 

 

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 

I WILL fill all excavations.  
 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 

I WILL leave gates as found.  
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 

I WILL NOT litter.  
 

I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 

I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
Flour Gold/Gold Dust - Gold that is so fine that it looks 
and feels like flour or dust. "The bread and butter of pro-
specting." Nuggets are just a bonus. 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

February, 2019 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Logan – 1981D Dime 
Oldest Coin:  No Entry 
Largest Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Most Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Best Bottle:  No Entry 
Best Jewelry:   
    Tom Marschall – 14k Gold Ring 
Most Unique Find:  
    Woody Hogdgon– 1934 Rail-
road Date Nail 
Token:  
    Tom Marschall – Mall of Amer-
ica Token 
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:   
    No Entry 
 
 
 
 

Another small turnout at this 
winter meeting!! 



Page 5 The News, March 2019 

Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 

 

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 

Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 

will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 

from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 

http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

Donated Book Treasure 
 

Volunteer discovers $4,000 inside donated 
book in Phoenix 

 

P HOENIX (AP) — Thousands of dollars found 
inside a donated book has been returned to the 
former owner. 

 
KPNX-TV reports that volunteer Cathy McAllister was 
sorting books for a charity book sale in Phoenix last 
weekend when she found $4,000 in a chamber cut 
inside "The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire." 
 
McAllister said the former owner also left a letter and 
an address label inside the book. 
 
The man's family was contacted and the money re-
turned. 
 
McAllister said the man's daughter asked him wheth-
er he'd done the same thing with other books. McAl-
lister said she suspects the family went home and 
opened up every other book in the bookcase. 
 
 
wxyz.com/news/volunteer-discovers-4-000-inside-
donated-book-in-phoenix 
 
✍ 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
May—Barb Schuldt & Bob Murphy 
June—Brian Bussell 
July—Virgil & Linda Kapperman 
August—Volunteer Needed 
September—Volunteer Needed 
October—Volunteer Needed 
November– Dan Kelly 
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associate of other members. One of those was Andrew 
Saulsbury, an outspoken recruiter for the cause who 
later bought the house from Mattison. 
 
The prevailing theory is that the treasure belonged to 
the KGC and not either one of the men personally. 
 
Should you decide to buy a metal detector and tromp 
through the woods, you might want to start your re-
search with the work of Jack Myers. Author of 
"Knights’ Gold," a book detailing his research into the 
origin of the Baltimore gold find, he’s quoted in more 
than one website I visited for this column. His 
research even links John Wilkes Booth and Jesse 
James to the KGC. 
 
Henry Grob and Theodore Jones, those charmed 
teenagers in Baltimore, got to keep the gold. They 
couldn’t get to it until they were 21 years old, but “Oh, 
well!” We should all be so inconvenienced. 
 
Southern gal Linda Barry is a freelance columnist for 
the News Journal. 
pnj.com 
 
✍ 

Knights Of The Golden 

Circle 
 

Did Knights of the Golden Circle bury  
treasures in the South? | Southern Perspective 
 
Linda A.B. Davis, Southern Perspective Published 
Feb. 15, 2019 
 

E veryone loves treasure. I know people who 
travel all over Pensacola to collect virtual 
treasure for their mobile phone game apps. I 

also know people who geocache, where they go to lo-
cations using coordinates and a GPS to find a “cache.” 
They retrieve a small treasure, leave one of their own 
and sign a log book to verify their visit. In both cases, 
my friends find it fun to get out and run about for 
small rewards. 
 
It’s not my bag, and I had to figure out why, because 
they enjoy it. Why can’t I enjoy it with them? I decided 
the stakes weren’t high enough. For them, the fun is 
in the hunt, but if I’m going to put time and energy 
into a treasure hunt, I want a real treasure. You gam-
blers out there know what I mean. 
 
If I were to invest in a hunt, I might go after the gold 
that’s rumored to have been buried by the Knights of 
the Golden Circle. It wasn’t a fabulous bunch. 
 
During the Civil War, members wanted to finance a 
“golden circle” of slave owning countries, which in-
cluded America’s South, Mexico, Central America 
and the Caribbean. As days got dire for the Confeder-
ates, they hoped to use those funds for a second Civil 
War. 
 
Members collected dues, solicited contributions and 
stole much of the funding with Union bank and train 
robberies. They’re said to have buried some of the 
riches in spots throughout America and even Canada. 
Treasure hunters often must find and decode symbols 
painted onto rocks or carved into trees. 
 
Legends exist which show what each symbol means. 
With that said, the largest KGC treasure find hap-
pened in 1934 when two boys in Baltimore, Maryland, 
went exploring and dug up 5,000 gold coins from 
underneath an abandoned and crumbling house. It 
would translate to more than $10 million in today’s 
money.  
 
They got lucky, as the house once belonged to Capt. 
John J. Mattison, who was a slave trader and proba-
ble member of the KGC. He was certainly a close 
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Gold!  
 

Treasure hunters find $250,000 in  
centuries-old coins 

 

C onstantly searching for a needle in 
a haystack” is what Brent Brisben 
says he does for a living, and on 

days like Saturday, the payoff makes the 
work worthwhile. 
 
Brisben owns the 1715 Treasure Fleet 
Queen’s Jewels salvage company. This 
weekend, he and his crew of three found 
quite a few “needles” in their oceanic 
“haystack” — 48 gold coins that date back 
300 years, to be exact. 
 
The coins, called escudos, were part of the 
treasure aboard a fleet of 11 Spanish galle-
ons wrecked by a hurricane off the Florida 
coast on July 31, 1715. It was this famous 
shipwreck that gave this part of Florida 
its nickname, The Treasure Coast. 
 
The coins appear to be in good condition, 
and still have some legible dates and 
markings. The oldest bears the date 1697; 
the youngest is dated 1714. 
 
The 48 coins have an estimated value of 
$200,000 to $250,000, said Brisben. 
 
Perhaps the most surprising thing about 
the expedition is that the coins were found 
just 100 feet from the shoreline, in only 
six feet of water. 
 
Though Brisben admits his work is excit-
ing, he says it’s not like you see in the 
movies. “You may expect to see a big galle-
on on its side with treasure chests over-
flowing, but it’s not like that at all,” he 
said. 
 
“With shipwrecks that old, most of the or-
ganic material like the actual wood of the 

ship is gone, due to deterioration. What’s left 
are mostly metals and pottery… china, silver 
buckles, bronze cannons and gold coins.” 
 
The coins will be sold to private collectors 
and the money raised from the sale will fi-
nance further searching of the wreckage site, 
Brisben said. 
 
(CNN)  
Posted on: 4:04 pm, July 14, 2013, by Matt 
Knight (http://wtkr.com/author/
wtkrmattknight/), updated on: July 14, 

2013 

 
✍ 
 

$1M in gold artifacts 

 

SEBASTIAN, Fla. —Over $1 million worth of gold artifacts and 
a rare coin destined for the king of Spain have been recovered 
from the 1715 Treasure Fleet which sank along the Treasure 

Warning - if you 
don't go metal  

detecting within the 
next 15 minutes, 
your belly button 
will unscrew and 
your butt will fall 

off. 
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check: 
 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf 

These Silver Bars, thirty in number, are the product of the Boston & Colorado Gold and Silver Smelt-
ing Company, Black Hawk, Colorado, and are piled in front of the Company's bullion rooms. They 

weigh 2,200 lbs., and are worth $45,000 (on that date in the 1800’S) 

"It is dangerous to be right when 
the government is wrong." 

- Voltaire (1694-1778) 
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You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

 
Enigmas: 

  
  

(1) Isn’t it weird that in America, our flag 
and our culture offend so many people, but 

our benefits don’t? 
  

(2) How can the federal government ask 
U.S. citizens to pay back student loans - 

when illegal aliens are receiving a free edu-
cation? 

  
(3) Only in America are legal citizens la-

beled “racists” and “Nazis,” but illegal aliens 
are called “Dreamers.” 

  
(4) Liberals say, “If confiscating all guns 

saves just one life, it’s worth it.” Well, then, 
if deporting all illegals saves just one life, 

wouldn’t that be worth it? 
  

(5) I can’t quite figure out how you can 
proudly wave the flag of another country, - 
but consider it punishment to be sent back 

there. 
  

(6) The Constitution: It doesn’t need to be 
rewritten, - it needs to be reread. 

  
(7) William F. Buckley said: “Liberals claim 
to want to give a hearing to other points of 
view, and are then shocked and offended 

when they discover there are other points 
of view.” 

  
(8) Joseph Sobran said: “‘Need’ now means 

wanting someone else’s money. ‘Greed’ means 
wanting to keep your own. ‘Compassion’ is 
when a politician arranges the transfer.” 

  
(9) Florida has had 119 hurricanes since 

1850, - but some people still insist the last 
one was due to climate change. 
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Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
Fort Collins Senior Center 

1200 Raintree Drive 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 

Directions: 
The Fort Collins Senior Center is located northwest of the intersection of Drake and Shields 

in west Fort Collins. 

  March Meeting 
Wednesday, February 6. We will meet at The Fort Col-
lins Senior Center in Fort Collins, 1200 Raintree 
Drive at 6:00PM.  
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of 
the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 "Bingham Hill Cemetery” by Rose 
Brinks. Rose owns and lives on the original and very 
historic John Provost land claim in LaPorte, Colorado 
where the cemetery is located. 

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 

 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
Fort Collins Senior Center 

1200 Raintree Drive 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 



Page 11 The News, March 2019 

March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

7 8 9 

10 
Daylight Savings 
Time 

11 12 13 14 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

15 16 

17 
St. Patrick’s Day 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

April 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
April Fools Day 

2 3 
MPTH Finds Program & 
Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

12 13 

14 
Palm Sunday 

15 
Tax Day 

16 17 18 19 
Good Friday 

20 
Passover 

21 
Easter 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     
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RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in 
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming 

presentations and outings for the year on a monthly 
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event 
information for each issue of The News. Please get 
information about any particular event to him by the 
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for 

the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting pro-
grams are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs 
website. Planning is a work in progress and addi-
tional outings and activities are added and some-

times deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned 
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the at-

tendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the 
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have 
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last mi-
nute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, 

land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meet-
ing sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuat-

ing circumstances and contact the coordinator or 
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any ques-
tion of an event being cancelled or changed at the 

last minute. 

Handy Actual Employee Performance Evaluation  

Quotes from Federal Records 

 
 
1.    Since my last report, this employee has reached rock 
bottom and has started to dig. 
2.    His men would follow him anywhere, but only out of 
morbid curiosity. 
3.    I would not allow this employee to breed. 
4.    This employee is really not so much of a has-been, but 
more of a definite won't be. 
5.    Works well when under constant supervision and cor-
nered like a rat in a trap. 
6.    When she opens her mouth, it seems that it is only to 
change feet. 
7.    He would be out of his depth in a parking lot puddle. 
8.    This young lady has delusions of adequacy. 
9.    He sets low personal standards and then consistently 
fails to achieve them. 
10.  This employee is depriving a village somewhere of an 
idiot. 
11.  This employee should go far, and the sooner he starts, 
the better. 
12.  Got a full 6-pack, but lacks the plastic thing to hold it 
all together. 
13.  A gross ignoramus -- 144 times worse than an ordinary 
ignoramus. 
14.  He certainly takes a long time to make his pointless. 
15.  He doesn't have ulcers, but he's a carrier. 
16.  I would like to go hunting with him sometime. 
17.  He's been working with glue too much. 
18.  He would argue with a signpost. 
19.  He has a knack for making strangers immediately. 
20.  He brings a lot of joy whenever he leaves the room. 
21.  When his I.Q. reaches 50, he should sell. 
22.  If you see two people talking and one looks bored, he's 
the other one. 
23.  A photographic memory but with the lens cover glued 
on. 
24.  A prime candidate for natural deselection. 
25.  Donated his brain to science before he was done using 
it. 
26.  Gates are down, the lights are flashing, but the train 
isn't coming. 
27.  Has two brains: one is lost and the other is out looking 
for it. 
28.  If he were any more stupid, he'd have to be watered 
twice a week. 
29.  If you give him a penny for his thoughts, you'd get 
change. 
30.  If you stand close enough to him, you can hear the 
ocean. 
31.  It's hard to believe that he beat out 1,000,000 other 
sperm. 
32.  One neuron short of a synapse. 
33.  Some drink from the fountain of knowledge; he only 
gargled. 
34.  Takes him 12 hours to watch 60 minutes. 
35.  The wheel is turning, but the hamster is dead. 
36.  This boy is so confused that he gets tangled up in cord-
less phones. 
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Israeli Treasure Find 
 

1,400-year-old rare coin treasure chanced up-
on in Israel — March 20, 2017 

 

I sraeli archaeologists recently exposed a cache of 
Byzantine-period coins, hidden while fleeing an 
invading army. 

 
A cache of nine bronze coins from the end of the Byz-
antine period (7th century CE) was recently discov-
ered by chance during salvage excavations conducted 
by the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) prior to the 
widening of Highway 1, the main route between Jeru-
salem and Tel Aviv. 
 
During the course of the excavations, carried out in 
June, a large two-story structure and adjacent wine-
press were exposed. 
 
“The hoard [of coins] was found among large stones 
that had collapsed alongside the building,” Annette 
Landes-Nagar, director of the excavation on behalf of 
the IAA, said. “It seems that during a time of danger 
the owner of the hoard placed the coins in a cloth 
purse that he concealed inside a hidden niche in the 
wall. He probably hoped to go back and collect it, but 
today we know that he was unable to do so”. 
 
The coins bear the images of three important Byzan-
tine emperors: Justinian (483-565 AD), Maurice 
(539-602 CE) and Phocas (547-610 CE). They were 
struck at three different mints – Constantinople, Anti-
och, 
 
and Nicomedia – all of which are located in what is 
today Turkey. An image of the emperor wearing 
military garb and carrying crosses is depicted on the 
front of the coins, while the reverse indicates the 
coin’s denomination and is usually inscribed with the 
letter M. 
 
Landes-Nagar said that the hidden treasure has a 
bleak setting. “The historical background to its having 
been hidden is apparently related to the Sassanid Per-
sian invasion that occurred in 614 CE. This invasion, 
was one of the factors that culminated in the end of 
Byzantine rule in the Land of Israel,” she explained. 
Fearing an invasion and imminent danger, the resi-
dents of the site buried their money against the wall, 
hoping to return home at the end of the disturbances, 
which did not happen. The site was abandoned and 
destroyed, and ultimately covered over and incorpo-
rated in the agricultural terraces that characterize the 
area. 
 

 

The building and the winepress beside it belong to a 
larger site that extends across Highway 1, and which 
was exposed on the other side of the road about a 
year ago. A Byzantine church was revealed in that 
part of the excavation. 
 
The investigation of the site raised the hypothesis that 
this is a town called Einbikumakube, whose name 
was preserved in the neighboring Arab village of Beit 
Naquba. 
 
The site is situated alongside a main road leading 
from the coastal plain to Jerusalem. Hamlets and way 
stations, some of which were near flowing springs, 
were developed next to the road that was used by 
Christian pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem. 
 
By: Aryeh Savir, World Israel News 
 
✍ 

"I'm all in favor of 
keeping dangerous 
weapons out of the 

hands of fools. Let's 
start with  

typewriters." 
 

- Frank Lloyd Wright 
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Equipment Tips 
 
 
Clean Equipment 

 
Keeping your equipment clean will give longer life and 
more uses out of it. Metal detecting equipment is not 
cheap.  
 
Pinpointers 

 
Pinpointers can come in very handy. When relic hunt-
ing it is important not to damage your target. Using a 
pinpointer can help you bring home higher quality 
relics.  
 
Open vs T Handle Shovel 

 

Here’s a group of miners working the No. 7 bench claim on Anvil Creek, Alaska. In this situation the permafrost 
allowed the miners to dig a shaft into the placer ground at bedrock level, and install rails to allow easier removal 

of the goldbearing materials. Photo circa 1900. 

Although it can be a personal preference. Open handle 
shovels will cause you less pain on your hand and fin-
gers. In return allowing you to dig more targets.  
 
Mesh and Magnet In Your Scoop 

 
Attach a piece of mesh at the bottom back half of your 
scoop with zip ties. This will prevent smaller targets 
from falling through your scoop. You can also attach a 
strong magnet to the back of your scoop. This can 
save you time digging through your scoop for those 
pesky targets.  
 
Good Equipment 

 
When metal detecting having good equipment is a big 
time saver and also helps retrieve targets quicker and 
detect longer. Do your research and pick the right 
equipment that is best for your needs.  
 
Jewelry Supplies 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Gold Glossary 
 
Flumes - Flumes are like sluice boxes, 
they do not have riffles though and 
are used solely to transport water in 
areas where a ditch would be impossi-
ble (cliffsides, rocky hillsides). Two 
flumes were built in the construction 
of the China Ditch. 

Symbol: AU 

Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 

Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 
Specific Gravity: 19.2 

MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  
2.5 - 3 

 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 

18K = 75%    Pure Gold 

14K = 58%    Pure Gold 

10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 

Troy Weights 

 

1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 

 
Some useful tools to have are. Scale that weighs down to 1/10 of 
gram. Magnifying loop. Diamond tester. Precious metals tester or 
acid tester. These things can be purchased together in a kit from 
Amazon for about $50. A few mor items are. Jewelry cleaning solu-
tion. Small cleaning brush. Fingernail buffer. To buff out your rings.  
 
Aftermarket Parts 

 
Unlike a lot of other things in life. Where aftermarket means lesser 
quality. When talking about metal detectors aftermarket parts can 
be a great upgrade in many ways. You may need less weight. There 
are a few very good companies that make high quality carbon fiber 
shafts. You might want a different pair of headphones, or a different 
size coil, or a different way to mount your controls. There are also 
devices to help reduce the weight of the swing. So many good quality 
useful products. Please just do your research on these products and 
don't be afraid to ask the seller all the questions you have. Everyone 
has different preferences. So all these options out there can make a 
perfect detector for you. Which means more time swinging.  

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 17) 



Page 16 The News, March 2019 

All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 

Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  
geomuseum@mines.edu 

 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabo-
chons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970-221-
1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Con-
tact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH. 

About Trading Post 

 
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post for 

three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads for topic 
related items up to 10 lines (or 70 words) long are 
free. To place an ad in Trading Post contact Rick 

Mattingly at (970) 669-1205 evenings. Or 
Email at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 

Specifications 

(Monthly Donation Rate) 

 
Full Page (8 1/2” X 7”)   $30 
Half Page (3 1/4”X 7”)   $20 
One Third Page (3’X4”)  $15 
Business Card (2 3/4”X1 1/2”)    $5 

 
Ads must be received by the 13 t5th of the preceding 

month. Contact Rick Mattingly for information on 
this service at (970) 669-1205 evenings or email at: 

rickmatt@q.com 
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 

 

I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 

 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 

 

I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 

I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 

 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 

 

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 

 

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 

 
Great Rain Jacket/Wind Breaker 

 
With all the different options available for rain jackets 
and wind breakers. It can be overwhelming to pick 
the best. I'm a beach hunter. So the wind can get pret-
ty strong. Add freezing temperatures and rain and it's 
unbearable. I purchased a "Bone Dry" jacket from 
Bass Pro Shop. The cost $120. I thought that was a 
bit high until I put it to the test. It's worth every pen-
ny. It's 100% waterproof and light weight, the fabric is 
soft and easy for movement. It has three outside pock-
ets with zippers, another pocket on the arm with a 
watertight zipper which is great for a cellphone, and 
one inside pocket. It has an adjustable waist and 
cuffs, along with neoprene inner cuffs to keep water 
from running in. It's made so it can be zipped up over 
your mouth for extra warmth. The hood has a front 
flexible brim that can be adjusted to keep the water 
from running in front of your face. I wore this jacket 
in below freezing temperatures with strong winds and 
rain for over four hours straight. I never got wet or 
cold. I was actually a bit warm. It worked so well that 
I didn't realize how cold it was till I went back to the 
truck and seen ice forming on me. I had a few shirts 
and a hoodie on under the jacket. I love this jacket 
and recommend it to anyone.  
 
Carbon Fiber Detector Shaft 

 
Looking for a new lightweight shaft for your detector? 
Anderson detector shafts.com has a great assortment 
of high quality, strong, lightweight carbon fiber shafts. 
Good price, great shaft.  
 
Earth Magnets 

 
If you require a very strong magnet such as an earth 
magnet. You can snap open an old hard drive from a 
computer. Inside the hard drive you will find two very 
strong "earth magnets" as they are called. They are 
very strong and very cheap if not free.  
 
Jewelry Store Polish Shine At Home. 
 
Most jewelry we found needs a good cleaning. After a 
good cleaning and a buffing to get out any scratches 
your jewelry looks good but doesn't have that store 
bought new luster. To get this luster try using stain-
less steel polishing clothes ($3 at Wal-Mart). I guaran-
tee you will be amazed at how new your gold and sil-
ver will look. This is the best stuff I've found yet.  
 
 
http://www.mytreasurejournal.com/tips/results/
equipment   ✍ 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January 

“Metal Detecting” 
By Joe Johnston 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February 

“Gold Sluicing” 
By Bob Murphy 

“Tour of the Wyoming State Museum” 

March 

“Bingham Hill Cemetery” 
By Rose Brinks 

“Tour Sterling, CO Museum” 
“Denver GPAA Show” 

“Fort Collins Rockhounds Gem & Mineral Show” 

April 
“The Mining Camps Speak“ 

By Beth Sagsteter 
“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic” at Lions Open Space” 

May “Maps, Compass & GPS” 
“Cache Creek Gold Outing” 

“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 

June 

“Finding Gold In Colorado” by Kevin 
Singel 

“Leadville Old Mines and Turquois Hunting” 
“Ames Monument Tour and Metal Detecting” 

July 

“Gold and Platinum In Wyoming” by 
Wayne Sutherland 

“South Pass, WY Prospecting & Detecting Outing” 
“WY Metal Detecting Outing—Barb Schuldt” 

August “TO BE DETERMINED “Corona Pass-Rollins Pass Outing” 

September TO BE DETERMINED 

“Keota Ghost Town Tour” 
“Fort Laramie & Gurnsey Oregon Trail Outing” 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Stone Age Fair” 

“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October “Meteorite Hunting” 
“Off-Road Detector Hunt” 

“Leucite Hills, WY Gold and Gem Outing” 

November 
“Annual “Show & Tell” &  

Silent Auction” 
No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2019! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 

2019 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 

RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  Interim President Bob Murphy 1-970-330-9009 mrphybob7@aol.com 

Interim Vice President Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Interim Treasurer Wayne Hall 1-970-682-5035 wayneahall@gmail.com 

  Secretary Darlene Bradley 1-970-532-2344 dbmios@earthlink.net 

    

The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 

Dave Landes 

Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 

1-970-218-0290 

1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 

bemond@fcgov.com 

cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations ———————– ———————–  ———————– 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-480-277-0893 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Bob Murphy at 970-330-9009 or mrphybob7@aol.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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