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Largest Silver Nugget 
 

T he largest silver nugget ever recovered in the Unit-
ed States came from the Smuggler Mine in Aspen, 
Colorado in 1894. This massive nugget of pure 

silver weighed a whopping 1,840 pounds and, selling at 
seventy-one cents an ounce, netted nearly $21,000 for 
the Smuggler mine. At today's silver prices this nugget 
would be worth $359,000. A chunk of this silver nugget 
weighing in at 12 1/2 pounds is on display at the Denver 
Museum of Natural History. 
 
✍ 
 

View of the Smuggler Mine 

A miner, his son, and dog pose on a horse drawn wagon near 
the office of the Mollie Gibson Shaft in Aspen (Pitkin County), 

Colorado. The wagon is loaded with three pieces of the nugget 
from the Smuggler Mine near Aspen. 
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The News is the official newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 
(RMPTH): our mailing address is 1819 88th Avenue, 
Greeley, CO 80634. 
 
  Opinions expressed in The News are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
club or its members. Publication of information in 
The News constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use 
of any information found in this publication is at the 
sole risk of the user. Neither RMPTH, nor its coordi-
nators, nor The News, nor its editors or contributors 
assume any liability for damages resulting from use 
of information in this publication. 
 
Submissions 
 
  Articles, letters and short items of interest on pro-
specting, detecting and treasure hunting topics are 
welcome and encouraged. All items submitted for 
publication are subject to editing. Submittals for pub-
lication may be made in writing or, preferably, in 
ASCII text format on IBM-compatible disk. If you have 
questions about a submission, please contact the edi-
tor for information. 
 
Copyright 
 
  Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit  groups 
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in 
The News without prior permission, provided that 
proper author and publication credits are given and 
that a copy of the publication in which the article ap-
pears is sent at no cost to RMPTH at the above mail-
ing address. Clubs wishing to exchange newsletters 
with RMPTH are invited to send a copy of their news-
letter together with an exchange request. 

About The News 
 Advertising 
 
  Classified advertising for topic related items is free 
for non-business ads. See the “Trading Post” section 
for donation pricing of camera-ready display ads. Do-
nations for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are availa-
ble on request.  
 
About RMPTH   
 
 RMPTH is an independent nonprofit hobbyist social 
club, open to anyone interested in prospecting, detect-
ing or treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an 
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for 
members. RMPTH holds a monthly meeting and con-
ducts various field outings, as well as offers special 
presentations and seminars. Active participants have 
voting privileges. The monthly newsletter, The News, 
is readily available on the Internet. Annual dues are 
$35 payable in June. Applicants joining in any month 
other than June pay partial dues of $3 per month for 
months remaining prior to following June less $1. ✍ 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 
 
 

We will be running a 50/50 Drawing at each club meeting. At 
the end of each meeting we will split the pot 50/50 and a 

lucky member will go home with more money than they came 
with.!  

The remaining 50% goes to the club treasury. 
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Secondly, he wears no material crown. We had just 
broken from the King of England. 
Also, notice the shield is unsupported. This country 
can now stand on its own. 
At the top of the shield there’s a white bar signifying 
congress, a unifying factor. We were coming together 
as one nation. 
In the Eagle's beak you read, “E PLURIBUS UNUM” 
meaning, “from many – one.” 
 
Above the Eagle, we have the thirteen stars, represent-
ing the thirteen original colonies, and any clouds of 
misunderstanding rolling away. Again, we were com-
ing together as one. 
 
Notice what the Eagle holds in his talons. He holds an 
olive branch and arrows. This country wants peace, 
but we will never be afraid to fight to preserve peace. 
The Eagle always wants to face the olive branch, but 
in time of war, his gaze turns toward the arrows. 
An (untrue) old-fashioned belief says that the number 
13 is an unlucky number which is almost a worldwide 
belief. You’ll almost never see a room numbered 13, 
or any hotels or motels with a 13th floor. But think 
about this: 
America, which relies on God (not a number) to direct 
and lead, boldly chose: 
 
13 original colonies, 
13 signers of the Declaration of Independence , 
13 stripes on our flag, 
13 steps on the pyramid, 
13 letters in “Annuit Coeptis,” 
13 letters in “E Pluribus Unum,” 
13 stars above the eagle, 
13 bars on that shield, 
13 leaves on the olive branch, 
13 fruits, and if you look closely, 
13 arrows. 
 
And finally, notice the arrangement of the 13 stars in 
the right-hand circle. You’ll see that they are arranged 
as a Star of David. 
 
This was ordered by George Washington who, when 
he asked Haym Solomon, a wealthy Philadelphia Jew, 
what he would like as a personal reward for his ser-
vices to the Continental Army. Solomon said he want-
ed nothing for himself, but he would like something 
for his people. The Star of David was the result. Few 
people know it was Solomon who saved the Army 
through his financial contributions ... then died a 
pauper. Haym Solomon gave $25 million to save the 
Continental Army, money that was sorely needed to 
help realize America's and our freedom and inde-
pendence from England. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Who Was Haym  

Solomon? 
 
Gabriele Lanhan 
September 30, 2015 
 

R ead this fascinating history of the $1 bill all 
the way to the bottom to know about Haym 
Solomon. You may be in for quite a surprise! 

 
On the rear of the One Dollar bill, you’ll see two cir-
cles. Together, they comprise the Great Seal of the 
United States. The First Continental Congress re-
quested that Benjamin Franklin and a group of men 
come up with a Seal. It took them four years to ac-
complish this task and another two years to get it ap-
proved. 
 
If you look at the left-hand circle, you’ll see a Pyramid. 
 
Notice the face is lighted, and the western side is 
dark. This country was just beginning. We hadn’t be-
gun to explore the west or decide what we could do 
for Western Civilization. The Pyramid is uncapped, 
again signifying that we weren’t even close to being 
finished. Inside the Capstone you have the all-seeing 
eye, an ancient symbol for divinity. It was Franklin's 
belief that one man couldn't do it alone, but a group 
of men, with the help of God, could do anything. 
 
“IN GOD WE TRUST” is on this currency. 
 
The Latin above the pyramid, ANNUIT COEPTIS, 
means, “God has favored our undertaking.” 
 
The Latin below the pyramid, NOVUS ORDO SECLO-
RUM, means, “a new order has begun.” 
 
At the base of the pyramid is the Roman numeral for 
1776. (MDCCLXXVI) 
 
If you look at the right-hand circle, and check it care-
fully, you’ll learn that it’s on every National Cemetery 
in the United States. It’s also on the Parade of Flags 
Walkway at the Bushnell, Florida National Cemetery, 
and is the centerpiece of most heroes' monuments. 
Slightly modified, it’s the seal of the President of the 
United States, and it’s always visible whenever he 
speaks, yet very few people know what the symbols 
mean. 
 
The Bald Eagle was selected as a symbol for victory 
for two reasons: 
First, he isn’t afraid of a storm; he’s strong, and he’s 
smart enough to soar above it. 
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TREASURE HUNTER’S 

CODE OF ETHICS 

 

 

I WILL respect private property and do no treasure 
hunting without the owner's permission.  
 

I WILL fill all excavations.  
 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property.  
 

I WILL use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy 
at all times.  
 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only.  
 

I WILL leave gates as found.  
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of any trash that I 
find.  
 

I WILL NOT litter.  
 

I WILL NOT destroy property, buildings, or what is left 
of ghost towns and deserted structures. 
 

I WILL NOT tamper with signs, structural facilities, or 
equipment.  

Gold Glossary 
 
Nugget—a piece of gold that can 
usually be picked up with the fin-
gers 

Find of the Month 
Winners 

January, 2020 
 
Most Valuable Coin:   
    Tom Marschall - $1 Coin 
Oldest Coin:  Barb Schuldt–  
1947-s Wheat Cent 
Largest Raw Gold:  No Entry 
Most Raw Gold:  Michael Houser 
Best Bottle:  Woody Hodgdon - 
Antique Triangle-Shape Bottle 
Best Jewelry:   
    Barb Schuldt– 14k Gold/Opal 
Ring 
Most Unique Find:  
    Ryan Strong –Irish Coin 
Token:  
    Barb Schuldt - Marine Corp 
Token 
Rock, Gem, Mineral & Fossil:   
    Dewey DeCost - “Holey” Rock 
Specimen 
 
 
 
 

Nice finds for a winter month! 

The Barber Dimes 
 

In Colorado’s Black Canyon, there’s a 
huge stash of treasure just waiting 
to be found. A wagon carrying $3 
million worth of Barber dimes was 

said to have crashed in the Canyon in 
1907, and despite ample searches, 

the treasure is presumed lost to the 
canyon’s treacherous terrain. 



Page 5 The News, February 2020 

Property Wanted  
For Detector Hunt 

 

RMPTH is looking for private property on which to hold 
an organized club detector hunt. Obviously, it would be 
most ideal if this property is known to have seen some 

past historical activity. If you have such property or 
know of someone who does, please contact Rick Mat-

tingly to plan a club field outing event. 

Mineral Specimen Identification 

 

As part of their community outreach, Metropolitan State 
College of Denver, Dep. of Earth & Atmospheric 

Science, Professional Services Division offers FREE 
MINERAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION. Participants 

will aid in the education of future Geoscientists! 
 

Details and specimen submittal forms with instructions 
can be downloaded 

from: 
SPECIAL OFFER FREE MINERAL SPECIMEN 

http://college.earthscienceeducation.net/MINPET/
MINID.pdf 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 
February – Shanna Henk 
March – Mike Noll 
April - Barb Schuldt 
May - Volunteer Needed 
June - Dewey Decost 
July- Volunteer Needed 
August- Volunteer Needed 
September - Volunteer Needed 
October - Dan Kelly 
November – Sam & Linda Banulis 

A 132-year-old Winchester rifle found leaning against a juniper 
tree in Nevada's Great Basin National Park. Now, if only it could 

talk! 
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New Nokta Makro Simplex+ 
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Therein lies America's Judeo-Christian beginning. 
Most American children do NOT know any of this. 
They aren’t taught because their history teachers do 
NOT know this. (They were not taught!) 
 
On America's Freedom: 
Too many veterans gave up too much to let the mean-
ing fade. 
Many veterans came home to an America that did not 
care. 
Too many veterans never came home at all. 
They served, they died for you and for me. 
 
I hope you will share this page with many so they can 
learn about the UNITED STATES DOLLAR BILL, and 
what it stands for. 
 
America is at a critical juncture. Let's do whatever we 
can to save her while never, ever forgetting: 
 
It is God in whom we put our trust! 
 
✍ 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

Never eat more 
than you can 

lift. 
- Miss Piggy 

Wedding Ring Returns 
 

Wedding ring missing for 11 years found during 
duct cleaning in Loveland, returned to owner 

 

L OVELAND, Colo. — A wedding ring missing for 11 
years was found during a duct cleaning at a Love-
land home. 

 
Jill and Geoff Frahm hired a Denver-based company to 
clean their ducts. One of the company’s employees found 
the ring while cleaning. 
 
Jill says she and her husband knew they had to find the 
owner. They learned her name was Ann Chantler and 
that she now lives in Fort Collins. 
 
“Turns out, her brother-in-law is part of the Sertoma 
Club that I’m president of,” said Geoff. 
 
Chantler said she thought she mistakenly threw away the 
ring when she lived in the same home 11 years ago. 
 
“You know, runny nose, and I put my Kleenex behind my 
bed. Picked up the Kleenex and threw it away, and I 
thought I threw my ring away because I never saw it 
again,” Chantler said. 
 
The Frahms returned the ring to Chantler Thursday 
morning. 
 
“She said, ‘I kind of feel like Cinderella and the slipper 
— the glass slipper — because it fits so perfect after all 
those years,'” Jill said. 
 
Reuniting with the ring is particularly special for 
Chantler because her husband passed away 3 1/2 years 
ago. 
 
“I had breast cancer and he had a heart attack and died 
during my chemo treatments,” she said. 
 
Chantler said she is thankful the duct cleaners and 
Frahms did the right thing. 
 
“It’s a small world, it’s a good world and kind. When 
people just do the right thing, cool things just happen,” 
she said. 
 
 
msn.com/en-us/news/offbeat/wedding-ring-missing-for-11
-years-found-during-duct-cleaning-in-lovelandreturned-to
-owner/ar-BBZhhyO 
 
 
✍ 
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Before You Buy That Metal Detector Handbook Check: 
 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/before-you-buy-hb/before-you-buy-handbook.pdf 

Connecticut Treasure 
 
There’s vast amounts of treasure to be found in Connecticut but not the gold and jewels you may imagine. In 
places such as Durham, Connecticut, metal detector enthusiasts get together to find historical artefacts from 
days gone by. Most recently, a group of treasure hunting hobbyists called the Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
found a stash of goods from the Revolutionary War period on a property named the James Wadsworth home 
which is at the corner of Higginum Road and Main Street in Durham, Connecticut. Many of their finds will now 
fetch a pretty penny at auction. 

Coin You Believe It? 
 

I t's probably the closest anyone has come to swimming 
in coins like Scrooge McDuck but back in 2007, Jeff 
Bidelman knocked down a wall in abandoned home 

and nearly got showered with old coins. Bidelman entered 
a home that had been abandoned for almost 20 years at the 
behest of the family that owned the home. There had long 
been rumors that the former families members had hidden 
money in the walls but no one was quite sure of the veracity 
of those rumors. It might be one of the few times where a 
rumor was actually worth something because Bidelman 
discovered around $100,000 to $200,000 worth of old 
coins that date from 1826 to 1964. The haul included Lib-
erty dimes and large one cent coins. 
 
 
Painting Payoff 

 
How do you stumble upon $2.5 million? Ask the family in 
France that did exactly that when they discovered the aban-
doned apartment of a 91-year-old woman in the family 
died.The woman had abandoned the apartment before 
World War II so in a way the family opened a time capsule 
when they entered the apartment. But the really surprising 
thing they found turned out to be an original painting by 
Giovanni Boldini, a famed Italian portrait painter, of the 
one-time resident of the apartment, Marthe de Florian, and 
it included a hand-written note from Boldini. De Florian 
was a courtesan in the later part of the 19th century and 
had a brief romance with Boldini. De Florian's granddaugh-
ter inherited the apartment and painting but fled to the 
south of France as the Nazis invaded France and never re-
turned. But the rent got paid on time until De Florian's 
granddaughter died in 2010. That's when the family asked 
experts to come in and inventory the possessions. The 
painting eventually fetched $2.5 million at auction. 
 
 
 

Mayan Mega-Find 

 
Things from the early 20th century and 19th century are fun 
but try going back a few more years, like 1,500 to 2,300 
years ago. A junk removal specialist discovered Mayan arti-
facts in an old barrel that could be nearly 3,000 years old. 
The artifacts were valued at $16,500. 
 
 
Honing in on a Hoard 

 
Urban explorers often aren't expecting to find things other 
than an adventure and a view of an old building but an ur-
ban explorer who goes by Freaktography, got more than he 
bargained for when he entered an abandoned home.As he 
explored and photographed the home he discovered rolled 
up cash that totaled $6,800. But he didn't pocket any of it. 
Inside he tracked down the family of the last owner of the 
home and brought it back to them. 
 
 
Belgian Bonanza 

 
As workers demolished a house in France they were sud-
denly jarred when one of them discovered 600 gold coins in 
the cellar after the rattling of a shell-shaped container.The 
coins dated to 1870 and were Belgian, which was known 
since King Leopold II had his face on them. Reports came 
out that the coins could be worth up to €100,000. 
 
 
Darn Valuable Door Stop 

 
This is a bit of a humdinger because it's tough to wrap your 
head around how a bust winds up as a door stop. But that's 
what happened, it just took 270 years for someone to figure 
out the person who left there was a door knob.The bust 
used as a door stop was made by French sculptor Edmé 
Bouchardon and dates to 1728. It was found holding a door 
open on an abandoned shed in Balintore, Scotland. It was a 

(Continued on page 14) 
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You are a detectorist 
if you fill your holes.  

But ........ 
You are a vandal if 

you do not! 

Arizona Treasure 
 

Widely regarded as the state with 
the most ‘lost’ or ‘buried’ treasure, 
Arizona lore is rife with tales of 

abandoned gold bars and bank rob-
bers loot. But while thousands of 
treasure hunters descend on the 
state every year, one of the only 

treasure finds of note is the myste-
rious Tuscon Crosses. These ancient 

stone crosses are engraved with 
Latin and Hebrew inscriptions, and 
have caused controversy ever since 
they were discovered in 1924: their 
religious significance has kick start-
ed conspiracy theories because they 
indicate the presence of ancient Eu-
ropeans in Europe before Columbus. 

RMPTH member W. Dan Hausel shared a post:  

 
"Gold in Arizona" - 377 pages, published in December, 2019, about gold in the 
Copper State. This book not only tells prospectors how to find gold and what 
to look for, but it also gives GPS coordinates so you can drive right to the pro-

spect. In an earlier book, "A Guide to Finding Gemstones", I used the same 
technique to lead rockhounds to dozens of gemstone discoveries. One prospec-

tor even used the book to successfully find a cache of diamonds in Colorado 
and North Carolina.  

 
Amazon Order: 

https://lnkd.in/g47HJ-B #geology #gold #miningnews #goldmining 
#prospecting 
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Calendar of Events 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
Fort Collins Senior Center 

1200 Raintree Drive 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 

Directions: 
The Edge Sports Center is located southeast of the intersection of I-25 and State Highway 14 

in east Fort Collins. 

  February Meeting 
Wednesday, February 5. We will meet at The Edge 
Sports Center in Fort Collins, 4450 Denrose Court, 
 
   Meeting Agenda 
  6:00 - 7:00 Social Hour and Setup 
  7:00 - 7:30 Business, Announcements & Find of 
the Month Program 
  7:30 - 7:45 Break 
  7:45 - 9:00 "Packing for the Prospecting or  
Detecting Trip” by RMPTH members. 
 

Visit RMPTH On The Internet At    
http://rmpth.com 

RMPTH DUES 
 

RMPTH is an unincorpo-
rated Social Club with 

no income generated. All 
expenses are covered by 
$35 annual dues. Mem-
bers are requested to 

consider minor donations  
at each monthly meeting 
to cover refreshments. 

 

MAP TO THE MEETING PLACE 
The Edge Sports Center 

4450 Denrose Ct, Fort Collins, CO 80524 
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February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

6 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 
Valentine’s Day 

15 

16 17 
President’s Day 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

March 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
RMPTH Finds Program 
& Social 6:00P 

RMPTH Meeting 7:00P 

5 
RMPTH Board Meeting 
6:00P 

6 7 

8 
Daylight Savings 
Time 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 
St. Patrick’s Day 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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RMPTH Field Outing Statement 
 

NOTE: The Coordinators and participants stay in 
touch and continue to review and plan upcoming 

presentations and outings for the year on a monthly 
basis. Our editor Rick Mattingly needs timely event 
information for each issue of The News. Please get 
information about any particular event to him by the 
15th of the month to meet the printing deadline for 

the next issue.  
 

Planned trips, outings, activities, and meeting pro-
grams are in the newsletter and on line at the clubs 
website. Planning is a work in progress and addi-
tional outings and activities are added and some-

times deleted on an ongoing basis. Events planned 
in the upcoming month are emphasized to the at-

tendees at the monthly meetings. Contact the 
Presentations Coordinators or Editor if you have 
any suggestions or ideas throughout the year for 

fieldtrips, outings, and programs.  
 

The best made plans may change at the last mi-
nute due to the illness of the Trail Boss, weather, 

land access, vehicles breaking down, wrong meet-
ing sites, etc. Please be understanding of extenuat-

ing circumstances and contact the coordinator or 
Trail Boss of a specific event if there is any ques-
tion of an event being cancelled or changed at the 

last minute. 

 
A Finger Bone And Ring 
 

I f you’re slightly squeamish you might be glad you 
didn’t stumble across this next find. 
 

At the Little Bighorn Montana battle site, a volunteer 
archaeologist discovered a finger bone which was still 
wearing a ring. 
 
The bone and ring was said to be from 1876 when 
Sioux had wiped out the troops of Lt. Col. George 
Custer. 
 
Hobbyhelp.com 
 
✍ 

South Pass 
Mining District, 
the largest gold 
producing re-

gion in Wyoming 
(about 70,000 

ounces of gold.) 
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Ziplock Omelet 
 

H ave guests write their name on a quart-
size Ziploc freezer bag with a permanent 
marker. 

 
Crack 2 eggs (large or extra large) into the bag 
(not more than 2) and shake to combine them. 
 
Put out a variety of ingredients such as: cheeses, 
ham, onion, green pepper, tomato, hash browns, 
salsa, etc. 
 
Each guest adds prepared ingredients of choice 
to their bag and shake. Make sure to get the air 
out of the bag and zip it up. 
 
Place the bag into boiling water for exactly 13 
minutes. You can usually cook 6-8 omelets into a 
large pot. For more, make another pot of boiling 
water. 
 
Open the bags and the finished omelet will roll 
out easily. Be prepared for everyone to be 
amazed. 
 
Nice to serve with fresh fruit and coffee cake; 
everyone gets involved in the process and Ziploc 
Omelets make a great conversation piece. 
 
 
Thanks to NorthWest Gold Prospectors Associa-
tion Nugget News 
 
✍ 

 

 

Thanks to Dan Hausel 



Page 14 The News, February 2020 

Blast from the Past 
 
A Novel Mining Scheme 
Silver Cliff Rustler, April 23, 1902 
 

M ethods of gold recovery are developing with 
startling rapidity, but the following report 
taken from a recent issue of a New York daily 

paper is particularly interesting. It looks as if Mr. 
Mulhatton had turned his reportorial energies in tho 
direction of mining enterprises: 
 
A novel scheme has been discovered by several farm-
ers in the Big Hole River, in Wyoming, for saving the 
flour gold along that 
stream, which had defied all the efforts of ingenuity of 
miners for many years. On the big bench which lies in 
the Big Hole Basin, a few miles from Wisdom, there is 
an immense, glacial moraine, covering an area of sev-
eral thousand acres, and tests which have been made 
show that this immense deposit carries a value of 
about $2 in gold to the ton. 
 
The gold is as fine as flour, and will float on water. 
Often in many years prospectors have attempted to 
save the gold by ground sluicing, panning, washing it 
over blankets, and every other means known to placer 
miners, but all proved failures. It was the conclusion 
that the gold could not be saved and would lie forever 
just without the reach of man. A few years ago 
a land company acquired possession of several thou-
sand acres of this land and began breaking it up and 
seeding it down for grass. Recently an accidental dis-
covery was made of the means of saving the fine gold 
by several man engaged in ploughing. One of the 
ploughs in use on the ranch was an old one which 
had been bolted together with copper bolts. 
 
Part of the ranch which was ploughed up was an old 
placer dump at the mouth of Moose Creek, which had 
been washed over a number of years by placer min-
ers, who had made an earnest effort to save values in 
the old moraine, but without success. It fell to the lot 
of the old copper bolted plough to turn over the old 
dump. One day the ploughman noticed something 
peculiar about the appearance of the bolt heads on 
the old plough. He investigated and found that on 
each of the bolt heads a chunk of amalgam had 
formed. He removed them and had the amalgam re-
torted, and secured about 50 cents in gold from each 
bolt head. The ranchers now believe they have made a 
discovery by which all the gold in the old moraine 
may be saved. 
 
They have had all their ploughs copper plated on the 
under side of the mould board, and are now engaged 
in ploughing and reploughing the old glacial moraine, 
and expect to make a fortune in gold instead of hay.  
 
- Mining and Engineering Journal 
 
✍ 

bust of politician Sir John Gordon and was through to be 
worth $1.8 million. 
 
 
Golden Parachute 

 
How much does $3.7 million in gold weigh? Around 220 
pounds. How does someone find that out? By discovering 
that much gold in a house they inherited in Normandy, 
France. In sum, there were 5,000 gold pieces, two bars of 
12 kilos, and 37 ingots of 1 kilo. The descendent found gold 
when he started moving furniture. He found a tin box of 
coins screwed to the underside of a piece of furniture, an 
old whisky box and other spots. All the gold was purchased 
back in the 1950s and '60s, according to The Guardian. 
 
 
Treasure Chest of Nostalgia 

 
Our friend from earlier, Freaktography checks in again with 
another unique treasure of a find. He entered another aban-
doned home and instead of finding wads of cash, he found a 
treasure chest of nostalgia. Vintage toys from the 70s and 
'80s filled the old home, things like a CHiPs tricycle for a 
toddler, Barbie dolls, a Star Trek lunchbox and Star Wars 
action figures. Some of those old memorabilia items could 
be worth money to the right person. 
 
 
Terrifying Turn 

 
We'll consider this one a unique treasure because an experi-
ence such as this is truly a unique treasure if you can find 
the humor in it. A while back police in the Houston area 
received a phone call from a concerned resident who report-
edly found a tiger. Only the person who made the phone call 
wasn't calling from their home. The allegedly entered an 
abandoned home to smoke pot and stumbled upon a tiger. 
The tiger was caged in the home's garage and police facilitat-
ed moving it to an animal sanctuary. 
 
 
Finding Value in Abandoned Homes 

 
We'll end on a good story about trying to make the best out 
of a bad situation. The number of abandoned homes and 
buildings in Detroit surged following the Great Recession. 
As of 2018, there are around 22,000 abandoned homes in 
Detroit, according to the Metro Times. The abandoned 
home total has decreased through the years and while De-
troit grapples with how to repurpose empty lots, there are 
people out there trying to salvage what they can from the 
abandoned houses. Reclaim Detroit is an organization spe-
cializing in removing valuable items, reselling them and sav-
ing tons of debris from going to landfills. Wood from the old 
homes finds new life in the form of butcher block bar or 
even guitars, according to the Detroit Free Press. 
 
 
MSN June 2019 
 
✍ 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Gold Glossary 
 
Patent — a govern-
ment deed that con-
veys legal title of 
public land to the 
party to whom the 
patent is issued 

Symbol: AU 

Atomic Number: 79 

Atomic Weight: 196.967 

Melting Point: 1063° (1945° F) 
Specific Gravity: 19.2 

MOH’s Scale of Hardness:  
2.5 - 3 

 

Karat 
 

24K = 100% Pure Gold 

18K = 75%    Pure Gold 

14K = 58%    Pure Gold 

10K = 42%    Pure Gold 

 

Troy Weights 

 

1 grain = 0.0648 grams 

24 grains = 1 penny  
weight (DWT) = 1.552 grams 

20 DWT = 1 ounce =  
480 grains = 31.10 grams 

12 ounces = 1 Troy pound = 

Gold Facts 

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE! 
Call Rick Mattingly 
at 970-669-1205 
or rickmatt@q.com 

 
Rare Penny Found  
 

Could Fetch Up to $1.7 Million in Auction 
 
By Stephanie Valera 01.08.2019 
 

T he 1943 copper Lincoln cent is described as the “most famous” 
coin made in error.  
 

A rare 1943 copper Lincoln cent — found by a Massachusetts teenager 
in his change after he paid for lunch at a school cafeteria — is expected 
to fetch up to $1.7 million when it is auctioned off. 
 
The coin, produced accidentally by the U.S. Mint, has been described 
as the “most famous” coin made in error, according to Heritage Auc-
tions. In 1942, pennies were supposed to be struck from steel, in order 
to conserve copper for 
shell casings, tele-
phone wire, and other 
“wartime necessities.” 
However, a small num-
ber of bronze blanks 
were caught in the 
Mint’s presses and 
were struck into pen-
nies in the new year. 
The resulting “copper” 
cents were lost in the 
flood of millions of 
“steel” cents, escaped 
detection by the Mint’s 
quality control 
measures, and quietly 
slipped into circulation. 
 
Photo Credit: Heritage Auctions/HA.com 
 
It is believed only 20 of the rare coins were made. One teen, 16-year-old 
coin collector Don Lutes Jr. of Pittsfield, Mass., found one in the 
change he got after buying lunch at a school cafeteria in March 1947. 
 
At the time, it was falsely reported that car magnate Henry Ford would 
give a new car to anyone who could give him one of these 1943 “copper” 
pennies. Lutes contacted the Ford Motor Company but was told the 
rumor was false. He also contacted the Treasury Department about his 
find but the Mint steadfastly denied any copper specimens had been 
struck in 1943. 
 
Lutes died in September last year, and the coin is now up for auction . 
 
Bids for the coin is currently at $100,000 but another 1943 copper 
cent was sold by a New  Jersey dealer to an anonymous buyer for $1.7 
million in 2010. The proceeds of that sale went to charity. 
 
“While a number of other examples have surfaced over the years, no 
other specimen has been celebrated and written about as much as this 
remarkable coin,” said Heritage Auctions. “This piece inspires a special 
pride of ownership not equaled by any other example. This lot repre-
sents a true ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity.”  ✍ 
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All mistakes and  
misspellings were  

intentionally made so 
that you could have 

the pleasure of find-
ing them. 

Trading Post 

Colorado School of Mines  
Geology Museum 
Golden, Colorado 

 

Contact us: 303-273-3815 or  
geomuseum@mines.edu 

 

Identification of specimens is performed  
between 10 a.m. and noon, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

FOR SALE:  Jewelers propane/oxygen torch, many cabo-
chons, beads and tools. Contact Ann at  
(970) 6667-3705. 
 
WANTED: Used lapidary equipment.  Call Kathie 970-221-
1623 
 
WANTED: Federal or state duck stamps; mint or used. Con-
tact John Hart at (307) 778-3993.  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: 
Purchase arrangements are between the buyer and 

seller only and involves no financial benefit to RMPTH. 

About Trading Post 

 
The News runs classified ads in Trading Post for 

three consecutive issues. Trading Post ads for topic 
related items up to 10 lines (or 70 words) long are 
free. To place an ad in Trading Post contact Rick 

Mattingly at (970) 669-1205 evenings. Or 
Email at:  rickmatt@q.com 

 
 

Commercial Advertising 

Specifications 

(Monthly Donation Rate) 

 
Full Page (8 1/2” X 7”)   $30 
Half Page (3 1/4”X 7”)   $20 
One Third Page (3’X4”)  $15 
Business Card (2 3/4”X1 1/2”)    $5 

 
Ads must be received by the 13 t5th of the preceding 

month. Contact Rick Mattingly for information on 
this service at (970) 669-1205 evenings or email at: 

rickmatt@q.com 
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WEEKEND & SMALL-SCALE 
MINER’S CODE OF ETHICS 

 

I WILL respect other prospector’s claims and not work 
those claims without the owner’s permission 

 

I WILL have on-site all necessary permits and licens-
es 

 

I WILL build fires in designated or safe places only, 
and in accordance with current State and Federal 
guidelines 

 

I WILL be careful with fuels and motor oils and be 
cognizant of their potential destructive effect on the 
environment 
 

I WILL remove and properly dispose of all trash and 
debris that I find - I will not litter 
 

I WILL be thoughtful, considerate and courteous to 
those around me at all time 

 

I WILL appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources, wildlife, fisheries and private property, and 
respect all laws or ordinances governing prospecting 
and mining 

 

I WILL NOT remove stream bank material, destroy 
natural vegetation or woody debris dams, nor dis-
charge excess silt into the waterways 

 

I WILL NOT refuel motorized equipment in the stream  
 

I WILL NOT allow oil from motorized  
equipment to drip onto the ground or into the water 
 

I WILL NOT prospect in areas closed to prospecting 
and mining 

Offer Your Assistance To Any  
Of Our Program Coordinators 

It Snowed Last Night 
 
8:00 am:  I made a snowman.   
8:10 -  A feminist passed by and asked me why I did-
n't make a snow woman.   
8:15 -  So, I made a snow woman.   
8:17 -  My feminist neighbor complained about the 
snow woman's voluptuous chest saying it objectified 
snow women everywhere.   
8:20 -  The gay couple living nearby threw a hissy fit 
and moaned it should have been two snow men in-
stead.   
8:22 -  The transgender man/woman/person asked 
why I didn't just make one snow person with detacha-
ble parts.   
8:25 -  The vegans at the end of the lane complained 
about the carrot nose, as veggies are food and not to 
decorate snow figures with.   
8:28 -  I was being called a racist because the snow 
couple is white.   
 8:31 -  The Muslim gent across the road demanded 
8:40 - The police arrived saying someone had been 
offended.   
8:42 - The feminist neighbor complained again that 
the broomstick of the snow woman needed to be re-
moved because it depicted women in a domestic role.   
8:43 - The council equality officer arrived and threat-
ened me with eviction.   
8:45 - TV news crew from CTV showed up.  I was 
asked if I know the difference between snowmen and 
snow-women. I replied "Snowballs" and am now 
called a sexist.   
9:00 - I was on the news as a suspected terrorist, rac-
ist, homophobe and sensibility offender, bent on stir-
ring up trouble during difficult weather.  
9:10 - I was asked if I have any accomplices. My chil-
dren were taken by social services.   
9:29 - Far left protesters offended by everything 
marched down the street demanding for me to be 
beheaded.   
Moral:    There is no moral to this story. 
And that, my friends, is the new world we live in.  
Glad that my wick is short, and check out time is on 
the horizon. 

Did You Know? 
 

The U.S. Mint is not in-
volved in any way in the 

production of paper money. 
Paper money is printed by 
the United States Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing. 
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Month Meeting Program Trip/Activity 

January 

“Prospecting & Detecting Tips” 
By Joe Johnston 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

February 

“Packing For The Prospecting or  
Detecting Trip” 

By RMPTH Members 

No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

March 

“Pocket Coin Hunting” 
By RMPTH Members 

TO BE DETERMINED 

April 
“Nugget Shooting“ 

By RMPTH Members 

TO BE DETERMINED 

May 

“Gold and Platinum In Wyoming” by 
Wayne Sutherland 

“Let’s Go Gold Panning On The Arkansas’ Event – GPOC” 
“Prospecting & Detecting Clinic” at Lions Open Space” 

June 

“Finding Gold In Colorado” by Kevin 
Singel 

“Phoenix Gold Mine Tour” 

July TO BE DETERMINED “South Pass, WY Prospecting & Detecting Outing” 

August TO BE DETERMINED TO BE DETERMINED 

September TO BE DETERMINED 

“RMPTH Annual Coin & Prize Hunt” 
“Stone Age Fair” 

“Denver Mineral & Fossil Show” 

October TO BE DETERMINED “Off-Road Detector Hunt” 

November 
“Annual “Show & Tell” &  

Silent Auction” 
No Trip/Activity Scheduled 

December 

 “Annual Christmas Party” 
“Find of the Year Program” 

“Prospector/Detectorist of the Year” 
 

“Flatirons Mineral Club & Model Train Show” 

Good Hunting in 2020! 

Rocky Mountain Prospectors and Treasure Hunters Club 

2020 Schedule of Events 
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Let’s Go For The Gold ! 

Rocky Mountain 
Prospectors & Treasure Hunters 

Contact List 

RMPTH Coordinators  Home E-Mail 

  Interim President Bob Murphy 1-970-330-9009 mrphybob7@aol.com 

Interim Vice President Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Interim Treasurer Wayne Hall 1-970-682-5035 wayneahall@gmail.com 

  Secretary Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

    

The News Staff    

  Editor-in-Chief Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Internet Web Site    

  Web Master Rick Mattingly 1-970-669-1205 rickmatt@q.com 

    

Volunteers/Coordinators    

  Finds Program 

Dave Landes 

Betsy Emond  
Joe Johnston 

1-720-985-4186 

1-970-218-0290 

1-303-696-6950 

midnightoil45@aol.com 

bemond@fcgov.com 

cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Presentations ———————– ———————–  ———————– 

 Club Historian Steve McNeill 1-970-556-0755 pawfullo@yahoo.com 

  Club Meeting Greeter Barbara Schuldt 1-480-277-0893 ———————– 

  Club Librarian Joe Johnston 1-303-696-6950 cjoej1@peoplepc.com 

  Club Photo Librarian Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Meeting Setup Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  Door Prize Need Volunteer ———————– ———————– 

  50/50 Drawing Woody Hodgdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

  Coin Raffle Woody Hogdon 1-970-217-8124 ftcolwoody@juno.com 

General Information Contact:  Bob Murphy at 970-330-9009 or mrphybob7@aol.com 

Visit RMPTH on the Internet at:   http://rmpth.com 
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